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Structural Burns for Firefighter Tramlg

What You Should Know?

Training burns to be conducted by fire service, first
responder or law enforcement agencies of donated
or acquired structures are regulated by the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency (lllinois EPA)and
lllinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA). The lllinois
EPA recognizes that these exercises, when conducted
in a planned manner, provide an invaluable training tool
for volunteer or professional personnel. This factsheet
Is meant to help explain and answer some of the common
regulatory questions regarding Open Burning Permits
and Asbestos regulations.

for fire flghter training?

Yes. Fires at structures set for the purpose of training
and instructing fire protection personnel in the methods
of fighting fires requires an Open Burning permit from
the lllinois EPA's Bureau of Air. Structures must be
free-standing establishments. Structures already
demolished and or remaining debris are not eligible for
donation to fire departments and may not be burned.

Questions regarding open burning permits may be directed
to the lllinois EPA at 217/782-2113.

Do asbestos regulations apply when burning a residential
property for training purposes and what is required?

Yes. When any structure is intentionally burned for the
purpose of fire training, the structure is being used for
“Institutional purposes” and is therefore considered an
institutional building and is subject to the requirements
of the ashbestos NESHAP.

Asbestos Inspection Requirements

Prior to intentionally burning a facility, each owner and
operator (the operator would be the fire department or
fire official in charge of the burn) must have the facility
inspected for asbestos by a licensed asbestos inspector.
Typical asbestos-containing materials may include pipe
and boiler insulation, ceiling and wall materials, building
insulation, vermiculite, floor coverings such as vinyl tile
and linoleum and their associated mastics, roofing
materials, siding materials, fireproofing materials, and
other materials. The inspection must be performed by a
licensed asbestos inspector. (A list of licensed asbestos
professionals may be found at: www.idph.state.il.us.)

Note: In the event that a building is structurally unsound
and cannot be thoroughly inspected, the structure may
not be used for training exercises.

Asbestos Removal and Notification Requirement

All asbestos-containing materials found during this
inspection must be removed from the facility prior to the
intentional burn. A Demolition/Renovation/Asbestos
Project Notification Form APC 430 needs to be filed with
the lllinois EPA Bureau of Air at least 10 working days
(M-F including holidays) prior to the removal of the
asbestos. *To determine if the APC 430 should be filed
you may contact the lllinois EPA Asbestos Unit at
217/785-2011.

*Note: Regardless of whether asbestos is found inor on
the facility, notification of the demolition (by intentional
burning) is required by filing the Demolition/Renovation/
Asbestos Project Notification Form APC 430 as prescribed
above.




Why is asbestos a problem?

In many materials the asbestos fibers might be bound
within a matrix such as asphalt, vinyl, or cement;
however, when the material is burned the matrix will
generally burn and asbestos fibers may be released.
This presents a hazard not only to the public, but also to
firefighters. Asbestos fibers can also be released into
the air from disturbing materials such as insulation or
floor tile. If inhaled, these needle-like fibers can cause
three specific asbestos-related diseases: Asbestosis
(a fibrous scarring of the lungs), Lung Cancer, and
Mesothelioma (a cancer of the lining of the chest or
abdominal cavity). These diseases do not develop
immediately after inhalation of asbestos fibers and
typically have a latency period ranging from 15to 30
years and sometimes as long as 40 to 50 years from
first exposure before symptoms appeatr.

The reason for removing all asbestos-containing material
prior to a burn is to prevent the emission or release of
asbestos fibers.

Note: Residential homeowners (four or less dwellings)
are not subject to the NESHAP and can remove asbestos
prior to the fire departments taking control of the structure.
However, the Illinois EPA strongly encourages the use
of a licensed abatement professional. Improper removal
of asbestos poses a serious health risk. Proper procedures
and protective equipment should always be used. In
addition, improper handling of asbestos containing
materials causing, threatening or allowing the discharge
ofthe contaminant into the environment could result in
violations of the Illinois Environmental Protection Act
and possible penalties for the homeowner.

Questions regarding the asbestos issues may be directed
to the lllinois EPA Asbestos Unit at 217/785-2011.
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Are there requirements under the Illinois Historic
Resources Preservation Act?

Yes. The Act requires that the lllinois EPA afford the lllinois
Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) the opportunity to
review and comment on open burn permit applications.
Prior to the issuance of open burning permits, lllinois EPA
has requested that applicants submit the following docu-
mentation to the IHPA for final determination in regards to
the Act. (A copy should also accompany the application
for Open Burning Permit submitted to the lllinois EPA.)

v/ Cover Letter: Describing the activity to be undertaken
as well as address of the location (Rural Routes or
P.0. Box not acceptable)

v/ Location Map: Metropolitan, plat or USGS indicating
known landmarks such as highways, neighborhood
areas & rivers

v Photographs: exterior and interior photos of all
buildings/structures to be burned. (Faxed photos will
not be accepted due to poor resolution)

Questions regarding this requirement may be directed
to the IHPA at 217/785-5027.

Are there requirements for disposal of the residue and
ash left from the structural burn?

Yes. Once a structure has been destroyed by fire, the
ashes and residue must be managed properly. Only
brick, concrete block and concrete rubble may be left
on the site or used for beneficial fill. Any ashes and re-
maining structure residue (wood, shingles, metal, furni-
ture, plastic, glass, tile) must be cleaned up and hauled
to a permitted municipal solid waste landfill for disposal

Fire Training Checklist

The following should be submitted to the lllinois EPA
at least 90 days prior to the burn to insure timely
processing of your application for an Open Burning
Permit. (Application forms may be found at:
www.epa.state.il.us/permits/openburn)

v Application for Open Burning APC 325

v Sketch of the immediate vicinity of the site

v Printed map of the general area of the site with
nearby features marked

v/ Demolition/Renovation/Asbestos Project Notification
Form APC 430

v Copies of information submitted to the IHPA

v/ Written plan for exercise or similar exercise (Optional)
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