[image: image1.jpg]Serving Small Businesses and the Environment



Illinois Compliance Advisory Panel (CAP) Minutes

December 1, 2015       1:30- 3:30 p.m.
DCEO Office, Springfield, IL

Teleconference – alternate locations

Present:  Mark Grant, Alec Davis, Kevin Greene, Annette Fulgenzi, Erin Conley, Prerna Khullar.  Via teleconference:  Ted Wysocki, Karen May & Roz Iasillo. 
I. Welcome –Mark Grant welcomed attendees to the meeting, introduced Alec Davis from IERG, the newest member of the CAP and Prerna Khullar, SBEAP intern
II. Approval of minutes delayed until end of the meeting – motion passed 5-0 (Karen moved, Ted seconded)
III. State Updates:  
a. SBEAP Budget & Staffing – Annette Fulgenzi gave an update on the status of the SBEAP program budget and staffing.  Annette has been formally promoted to the manager of the SBEAP program, and Prerna Khullar has joined the SBEAP as a Graduate Public Service Intern (GPSI) through the University of Illinois Springfield.

b. Although the program is funded by IEPA through Title V permit fees, no transfer of funds is available until a State budget is passed. Currently program staff are being paid from other funds. The lack of a state budget has limited the programs ability to travel, make purchases or renew contracts for services.  As a result, workshops for the autobody industry are being pushed back to March and the program’s electronic newsletter service is suspended.   The agency is exploring consolidation of all electronic newsletters under one master account as a cost saving measure.  Due to the technical nature of the SBEAP newsletter the program has expressed concerns that different lists for different programs should not be  mixed  or used by multiple programs as this could result in an increase in unsubscribe actions and cause a negative marketing effect. 

c. Status of CAP appointments – Annette Fulgenzi explained that letters had been sent to the Governor’s office and to the legislative leaders to explain the CAP and clarify their ability to appoint members of their choosing, however,  existing members will continue to serve until such time as new appointments are made or the member chooses to resign. Karen May asked about legislative leaders appointing someone other than a member of the General Assembly, and pointed out that the Cullerton vacancy could be filled by a representative from a trade association. 
d. Illinois EPA Bureau of Air & Agency Updates - Kevin Greene provided a summary of current Agency priorities. IEPA is addressing recent federal changes to the ozone standards; the new attainment level is now 70 ppb. Illinois is reviewing its monitoring data and currently thinks that the state will not see a change from its current status of attainment of air quality standards for ozone. Metro East St. Louis and the greater Chicago area are both in nonattainment status. Ozone levels have been decreasing in Illinois over the past few years. SO2 levels in Illinois are being addressed:  Lemont and Pekin both have local facilities that have pushed those areas out of attainment with the federal SO2 standard. The Pollution Control Board has adopted a rule that addresses those areas with a sulphur fuel level restriction. The IEPA permit section has been working to reduce their permit backlog; the goal is to have no more than 188 pending permit applications. Kevin has been working primarily on the State requirements to meet the federal Clean Power plan. This rule will mostly impact large power plants; Kevin estimated that there are about 23 facilities that will be impacted in Illinois. The age of the plants ranges from 4 years to 60 years. There is a lot of flexibility in the federal guidelines to allow states to create their own tailored approach.  Illinois EPA has not yet taken a position on the rule or what approach to use in Illinois, currently they are holding outreach meetings with various stakeholders. The federal deadline for a plan is 9/6/16, but states can submit an initial draft plan and get an extension till 9/6/18. Compliance with the program for facilities begins in 2022. We will continue to update the CAP on the status of the plan and the outreach – SBEAP staff may assist with some outreach. Ted Wysocki mentioned that he is currently hosting sustainability leaders meetings, he will share his contact information with Kevin – IEPA can include renewable energy allowances and incentives in its plan.     
e. SBEAP Program Updates
i. Factsheets – Kevin stated that hopefully the Asbestos and Grain Handling factsheets will be through the IEPA final review process in January/February. The Air Bureau chief is giving them final review. CAP members are  invited to give feedback regarding the level of clarity and understandability. Karen had some questions/suggestions regarding the Asbestos Factsheet and will provide her feedback to Erin. 
ii. Autobody training – Erin gave background on the need for additional training for autobody shops, these shops are required to ensure that their painters have hands on and classroom training every five years. SBEAP staff are working to find partners to provide the hands on training, currently looking to hold workshops throughout the state. Cook County and city of Chicago inspectors are issuing tickets for facilities that are out of compliance; enforcement in the rest of the state is driven more by complaints about specific shops.  A draft letter announcing the workshops was given to the CAP for suggestions and CAP members are urged to provide their ideas regarding groups that may want to partner with the SBEAP in providing the training. 
iii. PA 99-134 – Annette explained that under this act, DCEO is required to start a permit portal that will have information and  links to other agencies’ permitting forms and requirements as well as local requirements. SBEAP staff may be helping with this portal; the project is currently being handled through the Director’s office.
iv. PA 99-370 – Mark Grant was involved in passing this legislation, he explained that the new act directs agencies to review their existing rules for impacts on small businesses and streamline their requirements. Agencies are to report to the Governor’s office, the General Assembly, and DCEO on the results of their reviews. Annette explained that one of the challenges for this type of legislation is that onerous and burdensome are subjective terms and there is no litmus test or standard for making this determination.  The group discussed the possibility of an appointment of a state small business ombudsman empowered by the governor to oversee the agencies’ compliance with requirements like this could help guide the review to yield useful results. 
IV. Federal Updates
a. Hazardous Waste Pharmaceutical Rule – Erin gave a brief summary of the proposed changes to the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery (RCRA) requirements for handling pharmaceutical hazardous waste. The proposed rule is intended to simplify the standards for dealing with pharmaceutical waste that is also a hazardous waste; it also contains a prohibition on facilities flushing wastes as a means of disposal. The National Steering Committee’s technical subcommittee is reviewing the rule and will submit comments to USEPA. Erin is on that committee and will provide a copy of the comments to the CAP. 
b. National Website – Erin discussed the new National SBEAP Program’s website. CAP members had been provided with the link and are invited to provide feedback on the website. The website address is www.nationalsbeap.org
c. USEPA support - Annette explained that the national programs have been receiving less support from the USEPA’s Small Business Ombudsman’s office. The national conference has gone from an annual event that was sponsored by USEPA to one that USEPA provides support for only every other year, funding for other training and mentoring opportunities has gone away completely. States are looking for other ways to generate support for their programs. Mark said that he could contact local members of Congress to express support for the SBEAP programs. 
V. New business

a. Prerna will be updating the Illinois SBEAP website; CAP members are invited to provide comments and suggestions for changes.

b. The Region V SBEAP states meeting will be held in Chicago in January. CAP members are invited to attend – details and agendas will be shared as soon as they are available. If there is still no state budget Annette will be the only staff to attend the meeting. 

c. Next meeting date – next meeting will be in March/April, CAP members should let Erin know if they have any conflicts with those dates. Erin will send a Doodle poll to set a date. 
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