State to host Opportunity Fair to help minority and women entrepreneurs learn how to grow their businesses
Government contracts to diverse businesses grew by $30 million in 2005; Business owners encouraged to Sell2Illinois and compete for billions of dollars in business 
SOUTH HOLLAND – Small and diverse business owners can learn how to Sell2Illinois and grow their revenues, enhance their credentials, and expand their capacity by selling products and services to state government.  Entrepreneurs are invited to the Sell2Illinois Opportunity Fair, on Tuesday, August 15, between 9:30 a.m. and noon, where they can gain insight about competing for state contracts, ask for advice from business owners who have won contracts, and network with statewide purchasing experts.  The Illinois Department of Central Management Services (CMS) – the state agency that procures more than $10 billion in products and services each year – will host the event in partnership with the Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) at South Suburban College.  The Opportunity Fair will be in the Performing Arts Center, 15800 S. State Street, South Holland.  For more information or to register, contact Dave Talbot at 1-708-596-2000, extension 2431.
“It's vital that more minority and women business owners learn how to Sell2Illinois.  More competition leads to better value for taxpayers and drives economic growth for communities throughout Illinois,” CMS Director Paul Campbell said.  “By attending the Sell2Illinois Opportunity Fair, entrepreneurs can learn the 1-2-3’s about providing their product or service to the state, which will help them expand their business.”
The Sell2Illinois Opportunity Fair will also offer tips about how they can review current and prospective business opportunities, register the products and services they offer, and enroll in the Small Business Set Aside and Business Enterprise Programs that enhance opportunities for registered businesses.  Businesses are encouraged to enroll in the programs by contacting 1-866-ILL-BUYS or visiting www.sell2.illinois.gov.  Once enrolled, they automatically receive email notification when the State of Illinois requests bids or proposals in their product or service category.
(more)
Thanks to Blagojevich administration efforts to create new opportunities for small and diverse businesses, a record $16 million in set-aside contracts were awarded to Illinois small businesses in 2005, a full 165% increase over 2004.  Additionally, spending with diverse firms through the Business 
Enterprise Program increased by $30 million – an 8% increase – to $384 million in 2005.  This success has inspired a growing number of Illinois entrepreneurs to register for these programs that provide greater access for small businesses as well as firms owned by minorities, women, and persons with disabilities.  
Upon entering office in early 2003, Gov. Blagojevich challenged CMS to dramatically improve its procurement process so that more entrepreneurs could better compete for state business.  In 2004, the Governor signed legislation that expanded the Small Business Set Aside Program effective January 1, 2005.  State Senator James DeLeo and State Representative David Miller sponsored the initial legislation.
Today, wholesale and construction businesses making $10 million or less are eligible for the Small Business Set Aside program, up from $7.5 million; retail/service businesses making $6 million or less are eligible to participate in this program, up from just $1.5 million in annual revenues.  
“The Small Business Set Aside and Business Enterprise Programs are important tools to help small and minority business owners to compete with larger companies. Business owners can easily register for these programs and they should know that doing business with the state can be a great way to grow their business,” said State Senator James DeLeo (D-Chicago).
“Small businesses are the backbone of our economy and there are many area small and minority business owners who should sell their products or services to Illinois government.  The Small Business Set Aside Program is important because Illinois government can give preference to Illinois businesses.  As a result, we keep more money in our state, which helps keep our economy moving forward,” said State Representative David Miller (D-Dolton).
In 2005, the Blagojevich Administration expanded the number of contracts set aside for small firms, the number of contracts awarded to small businesses and the number of small firms eligible to compete in the Small Business Set Aside program.  Further, a statewide educational outreach effort led to a significant jump in SBSA-registered firms:  the number of small businesses registered in the program increased by 57%, to nearly 3,100.
About Central Management Services (CMS) 
In 2003, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich instructed CMS to streamline the state’s operations, share resources and save taxpayer money while improving the business services of state government.  By bringing private-sector discipline to its public-sector mission, the department leads the cost-effective administration of purchasing, property management, information technology, telecommunications, internal audit and outside legal services for the state's executive agencies, personnel and benefits for all state employees and retirees, and the state's employee and vendor diversity programs.  
Deloitte Consulting recently validated that CMS achieved $529 million in savings – through its efforts in FY04 and FY05 alone – as it implemented new technologies, reduced waste and rethought many of the administrative operations of the state.
