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The Small Business - $mart Energy Webcast

January 18 from 10 am-Noon CST


The Small Business $mart Energy (SB$E) Program team will promote energy efficiency to Illinois and Missouri with a sustainable-building focused web conference that will address the needs of small, for-profit businesses and area practitioners.  

The webcast will be broadcast live via the Internet on January 18, 2006, from    10 am until 12 pm CST, from the WILL studios on the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign campus.  The two-hour event will be hosted by Mark Nussbaum, whose highly publicized Oak Park firm, Architectural Consulting Engineers, recently conducted the feasibility study and developed conceptual designs for updating Frank Lloyd Wright’s Unity Temple mechanical systems.  With him will be an expert panel, who will discuss program participants and energy efficiency issues, and will answer questions from viewers with real-time responses.

For more information about the event or to sign up as a viewer, please follow this link: http://webcast.sedac.org.   The webcast will also be archived and available for viewing following the event.


Sites with strong internet connections are needed to host videoconference viewings for industry groups.  Hosting an event where this webcast will be shown is a great opportunity to gather association members, bring together a number of business decision makers and/or to join team members together to learn how they, too, can help small businesses to increase their profits through this program.  Your event can be publicized through our marketing efforts, should you choose to opt in as a public event-hosting site, offering you a great opportunity to expose more interested parties to not only this very beneficial program, but your services as well.  For more information please contact: Jessica Commins, SEDAC, 202/558-6413 or Jessica@SEDAC.org.

We hope you will find this information useful and we encourage you to forward this notice to a friend or colleague. If you have any questions or comments, please contact us at webcast@sedac.org and we will work to assist you in any way we are able.
Important Information Related to the Webcast

· The webcast will take place from 10 am--noon CST on Wednesday, January 18th, 2006.  It will be broadcast live from the WILL studios on the UIUC campus and will include pre-taped case studies.
· Webcast will be targeted towards business owners, developers, utility personnel, media, contractors, dealers, architects, engineers, government employees, Small Business Administration affiliates, related informational organizations and general consumers.

· Mark Nussbaum, Architectural Consulting Engineers, will host the event with expert panelists:

· Alan Chalifoux, SEDAC

· Blaise Stoltenberg, Midwest Sustainable
· Bob Dickey, Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative
· Dan Ramey, Centralia Home Center
· Together, the host and panel will discuss issues relating to small businesses and their ever-increasing energy costs.  These discussions will include topics such as: 

· Program participant case studies, including:

· Halbrook Auto Body, Shelbyville, IL

· Chicago Tube & Iron, 

· East Moline Glass, East Moline, IL

· New building codes and standards, 

· How businesses can take advantage of tax credits made available by the 2005 U.S. Energy Policy Act, 

· Various energy efficiency upgrades businesses can implement,

· Low-cost/no-cost changes that can be made to save energy, 

· Considerations for different ages and kinds of buildings (metal, brick, wood, etc.),

· Financial analysis using monthly cash flow and return-on-investment, 

· How energy efficiency can help a business maintain long-term competitiveness by becoming more energy efficient today
· Questions can be asked live through the webcast browser over the Internet or e-mailed in advance to webcast@sedac.org.  
· Adobe Acrobat (PDF) files of the case studies and Power Point presentations will be available for download before and after the broadcast.  The webcast will be archived and available for download for 30 days after the live broadcast.
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