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GOV. BLAGOJEVICH ANNOUNCES WINNERS OF INNOVATE ILLINOIS 2006
Emerging Entrepreneurs Collect $175,000 in Cash and In-Kind Awards 

CHICAGO – Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich, and his Illinois Entrepreneurship Network, announced last night the winners of INNOVATE Illinois 2006.  INNOVATE Illinois is funded by Gov. Blagojevich’s Opportunity Returns economic development program.  The Chicago West Side Entrepreneurship Center, a partnership between Chicago Community Ventures and the University of Illinois at Chicago, served as both the Northern and Statewide host of the contest.  These winners were selected from the more than 100 companies who originally submitted applications and business plans from the northern, central and southern regions of the state – tripling the number submitted for last year’s competition.  

“Great ideas lead to great companies.  But launching a business takes a tremendous amount of work, which is why we must provide our emerging entrepreneurs with the tools they need to turn an interesting idea into a marketplace success.  That is what INNOVATE Illinois is all about.  We have created a business climate in Illinois that encourages innovation and investment and is putting more people to work.  All of these winners, and everyone who has participated, is proving we have the talent, ideas and ingenuity to create even more successful companies and more new jobs,” Gov. Blagojevich said.
The INNOVATE Illinois 2006 winners are:

	Company Name
	Industry
	Location
	Company Summary



	Professional Swine Management
	Agriculture
	Carthage
	Professional Swine Management, LLC provides management on all phases of production, including breeding, gestation, farrowing, nursery, finishing, and project development to swine producers.

	Midwest Medical Practice Management
	Business and Health Services 
	Carbondale
	Midwest Medical Practice Management, Inc. offers billing and practice management solutions to established physicians and physicians moving into  a new geographic area.

	Greenmaker Supply Company
	Environmental
	Chicago
	Greenmaker provides a one-stop shop for energy intelligent and environmentally sensitive building materials and interiors.

	We Love Soy, Inc.
	Manufacturing
	Lombard
	We Love Soy, Inc offers “Temptation” non-dairy frozen soy dessert, the only all-natural soy ice cream that is manufactured on 100% dedicated dairy-free, egg-free, peanut-free, and tree-nut free equipment.

	Perry Dynamics
	Technology
	Decatur
	Perry Dynamics, Inc develops, manufactures, and markets a state-of-the-art balance and proprioception training machine known as Proprio Systems.

	Errand Solutions
	Woman-Owned Business
	Chicago
	Errand Solutions is an errand and convenience service that is offered by organizations to their employees, residents or guests.  The company  offers a wider range of services than a traditional concierge, including pet care, dry cleaning, film developing, oil changes, grocery services and referrals for household jobs and vacation destinations.

	Application 2 Admission
	Minority-Owned Business
	Chicago
	Application 2 Admission offers professional personal assistance and retention services to prospective and current college students to ensure a successful college career.


Winners were selected based on an extensive Business and Innovation Plan and a final presentation detailing their business model, their innovation and their potential use of an INNOVATE Illinois award.  Winners were announced following the presentations, at an awards ceremony tonight at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Winners received a combined total of $175,000 in cash and in-kind awards ($25,000 for each award).  
This competition highlights the outstanding products, processes or services that are vitally important to the economic health and growth of Illinois.  Awards were given to the most innovative high-growth companies in five of the most economically productive industries – agriculture, business or health services, environmental, manufacturing, and technology – based on the strength of their business and the potential impact of their innovation.  Additional awards were also given to the top minority-owned business and women-owned business in those industries, for a total of seven awards.  

“Since small businesses are the backbone of our economy, Gov. Blagojevich and I are committed to providing them with the resources they need to continue growing and creating more jobs.  INNOVATE Illinois is another example of the creative ways we are helping our entrepreneurs across the state realize their dreams.  We want to congratulate the winners and everyone who has participated in this competition for making it such a tremendous success,” Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Director Jack Lavin said.  

“INNOVATE Illinois is a unique opportunity for small businesses to spotlight their most innovative products, services or processes and for organizations, such as ours as members of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network, to recognize their successes,” said Stephen Maduli-Williams, president of Chicago Community Ventures.  “We are honored to be the Statewide host for the competition and look forward to working with these companies so that innovation continues to be part of the way Illinois does business.”


                                                                (more)

Sponsors of INNOVATE Illinois include the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Hill & Knowlton, Citibank, Microsoft, Administaff, ComEd, Chicago Community Ventures, Advanced Profit Technologies, Prairie Business Credit, Gartner Carton & Douglas, the Coleman Foundation, IllinoisVENTURES, the University of Illinois at Chicago and others.

About Gov. Blagojevich’s Illinois Entrepreneurship Network

Gov. Blagojevich is providing, for the first time, a formalized structure for coordinating services to small businesses and entrepreneurs throughout the state: the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network (IEN).  Further, DCEO has a truly statewide network, where the resources in one area (e.g., venture capital in the Chicago area) can be coordinated to the benefit of network partners throughout the state.  There are varying levels of expertise and access to services in the various regions, and it ties these all together to equalize this expertise and access through the following IEN partners: 17 Entrepreneurship Centers, Small Business Development Centers, Procurement Technical Assistance Centers, International Trade Centers, NAFTA Opportunity Centers, Manufacturing Extension Centers and Illinois Technology Enterprise Centers.  The IEN Web site, www.ienconnect.com, features a free business needs assessment and a referral within 24 hours for personalized, face-to-face assistance.  Entrepreneurs, who call toll-free to the IEN information center (1-800-252-2923), can also connect with service representatives who will assess their business concerns and direct them to the local resources that best meets their needs.    

About Chicago Community Ventures

Chicago Community Ventures (CCV), a not-for-profit organization founded in 1999, provides financing, business advisory services and critical resources to small, high-growth businesses.  Although CCV helps businesses throughout Chicagoland, we are passionate about building businesses in the region’s underserved markets.  These markets include businesses located in low and moderate income areas and businesses owned by minorities or women.

CCV works with companies that have tremendous potential for revenue generation and job creation, but are still building their track records.  Whether companies seek financing or business advisory services -- CCV has diverse products and services to help them reach the next stage of growth.

About The Chicago West Side Entrepreneurship Center

The Chicago West Side Entrepreneurship Center (CWSEC), funded by Governor Blagojevich’s Opportunity Returns Program administered by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, leverages resources available in the marketplace to promote the entrepreneurial development of high-growth potential businesses.  The CWSEC, a partnership between Chicago Community Ventures and the University of Illinois at Chicago, works with entrepreneurs and businesses that demonstrate the ability to achieve growth through revenue generation and job creation and to contribute to the economic development of Illinois.  Through our services, the CWSEC helps high-growth potential businesses achieve significant milestones to take their businesses to the next level. 

#####

