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Spotlight on Success – Frantz Manufacturing  
Frantz Manufacturing, a 100 year old Sterling company that produces ball bearings, skate 

wheels and conveyor bearings was recently awarded an ISTEP grant to travel to Germany to 

market their products.  Domestic sales continue to grow at a good rate, but the firm wanted 

to expand their export efforts.  Frantz officials utilized the Illinois Small Business 

Development Center International Trade Centers at Bradley University in Peoria 

and at Black Hawk College in Moline.  Beatriz Poloney, at Bradley, helped Frantz 

reclassify products to save exporting costs.  At Black Hawk, Michelle Lewis is guiding the 

company through the ISTEP process.  Frantz offers an excellent example of crucial SBDC 

collaboration to help a firm exploit foreign markets and build the Illinois economy. 
 

Learn more about Frantz Manufacturing at www.frantz-mfg.com 

 

Clean Energy Challenge  
Clean Energy Trust strives to accelerate businesses and technologies that improve the ways 

we create, conserve and consume energy. Over the past five years, our marquee program 

has been the Clean Energy Challenge. The Clean Energy Challenge has become a 

nationally acclaimed accelerator program that has jumpstarted more than 60 cleantech 

startups in the Midwest. With generous support from sponsors, including longtime Title 

Sponsors the U.S. Department of Energy and Wells Fargo, and new Title Sponsor the Illinois 

Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity, we've been able to grow the program 

and provide more funding and mentorship to more quality companies.  We are thrilled to 

announce the official launch of the fifth annual Clean Energy Challenge, which will culminate 

in the final live pitch event on April 14, 2015.  

 

Top 5 Reasons Why This Year's Challenge Will Be The Best Ever  

 

1. The first Clean Energy Challenge in 2011 had a prize pool of $130,000. This year we're 

proud to announce a record total of $1,000,000 in investment awards!  

2. We've built a brand new, beautiful Clean Energy Challenge website to showcase our 

sponsors and past finalist success stories. It will also make the application process a breeze. 

Check it out at www.challenge.cleanenergytrust.org.  

http://www.frantz-mfg.com/
http://info.cleanenergytrust.org/e1t/c/*W4LGYQl8KxB9NW1WNSzK6ZwMPb0/*N2pZ0ql8Zvw1W8yJ9n54HRyBx0/5/f18dQhb0Sq5J8XJ8bxW7WG6nk2qwv27VJB4nm32GgsyMf56STXD6prN39Dr-fYnNF9W6bp41c4vgpVwW51fvg_69_rl5W1mybY91mZpqpW8yGMCS1nrCGBW51LTg55DHNj2W7xJYcM6nfGkWW1Fw5Mq37JMZ0W1bYRDK7JCxGlW81bhDK7N_KqMW11X6st83KHrFW7J39pB2przrYN6W3RDgHd1fRMBr0q_YSX-5W7m_B1R5c8d-SW377W2b5sySjyW5cYY1C625G5hW95TytB2gG2NsW651phC15yM0qW4YbBfn8q5dF5W1KxR1s7m3T8tVcCqdX2BPLYqW7-4m1d3KpB-lW4THPRq64jT_MW96N8wH5kxCjDW5vG4Ns69wfjSN656RyQbX-kcW5c-Qcm6537qTW4s4BrG4VwVR9N2yjmHdhzVNsVnl9sx6jH2JKW5hl_G63v52f7N8csGDVD2JBLW7gYmVp3dNZNfW5gRgsR5D10P5W72nrXY1LdbjCW1Lcnq04J35S4W2N6LNj8mx_m8W6-Cwch1VVQLyW8mlb1t43YPnJW2vYg5s7w8nz_V3ZpCK4jBLRp102
http://info.cleanenergytrust.org/e1t/c/*W4LGYQl8KxB9NW1WNSzK6ZwMPb0/*N6tYrpd4WQ8mN6wHXdrtdZts0/5/f18dQhb0J6v3c-jfV5Q5C47fV-x8W47cWM91X1QP4F1Y_Ybgp346W3R5hFj26QkHmW4mKDsV3QZmXlW3K77771JxwGLW3zdYZ43K8Q21W4fN0R34fdK0PW3NKJ3z3_QfJ7W3_YkBw3P48rNV2dKmk2x_v2rV8dbjN24vVnFV2g21543XxswW3JML-h3vd6mLN3T0kzxWbFKMN3T4d-_XsP7XW43TDjD41YtPXW5b37MY3vfnk7W41QpM-1S8vX3W4fRdhp3v3jZQW2xH4P530b5RKW3gbqYx3B-4kCW38gKkm36hq3GW45NPn24cy6xyW3bfP4h3JKgg5W30bzvp34qHNhW4kbz-L41TNcQW3DMhjL3GTlB1W3JShqK4hmwXrW2w1vk941KvVnW2vYX1c3F8Q76W47Rr1r2YfxWTW2y4Fg83VY3cRW2WzMbB1pKtp1W3_Vm3Q5gWp2CW2lh4yb2XZgmRVmYs-N49MWfFW3K9FZ73ZY6T-V20WjT43RxRKF3P4GWHbT-PVNw2dQ5JMd67N6vFMb_CCMFXW62RgZL7MYRN2W6RntlP1wh-Zmf6d80hq03


3. Speaking of the application process, this year we've partnered with YouNoodle, a startup 

competition platform, for a more simplified and streamlined application and 

evaluation process.  

4. This year we're not only providing more funding, but more opportunities for startups at 

different stages. In addition to the Student and Early Stage tracks, we've added a new 

competition track for Emerging Growth companies with commercial products in 

market and demonstrated revenues. Download our Applicant FAQ for more information 

about the competition tracks and eligibility requirements.  

5. As always, we rely on partner organizations from all over the Midwest to help us shine a 

spotlight on the most innovative cleantech companies in the region. This year we're excited 

to be working closely with new regional partners like the Iowa Energy Center, Case 

Western University and Accelerate Michigan.   

 

We're looking for applicants, mentors, volunteers and sponsors to make this year's program 

electric! 
 

Maximizing Neoserra – December Impact Survey 
The next electronic impact survey will be sent from the SBDC Lead Center in Mid-December 

2014.  The Lead Center will send an email to all SBDC Directors stating the exact day the 

survey will be sent.  We strongly urge you to contact your clients to notify them to look for 

the survey and to ask if they need assistance in completing it.  The last survey was sent in 

September so many clients should have impact to report. 
 
Valued Resources – Neoserra FAQ 
Go to the link below for quick answers to some of your Neoserra questions.  You can find 

this under “Help” tab at the top of the Neoserra page. 
NEOSERRA FAQ 

 

Network News and Moves - America's SBDC Call for Presentation 

Guidelines 
America's SBDC annual conference is the professional development event for the entire 

SBDC Network, providing our consultants, advisors, state directors, regional directors, 

associate state directors, and associate regional directors, the latest information and 

techniques to enhance their skills, improve their training programs, or increase center 

metrics and productivity. America's SBDC national conference will be held September 8-11, 

2015 at the San Francisco Marriott Marquis, in beautiful San Francisco, California. 

 

America's SBDC Professional Development and Education Conference Committee seeks 

proposals for 1.5 hour, 3-hour (half day), and 6-hour (full day) programs. Though the 

conference draws over 1500 professionals from across the country, the number of 

participants per program could range 35-150 people. 

 

For professional paid speakers we have a small budget and we will negotiate cost, travel 

fees, room rates, and other amenities as a part of your compensation. 

 

All SBDC Presenters: If selected, must register for the conference and will be provided a 

reduced conference fee. 

 

All Proposals should include a presentation (slide deck) and handouts. Updates to 

submissions are permitted prior to review by the Conference Committee, and if selected, 

presentations can be updated prior to conference as well. The sessions selected should 

http://info.cleanenergytrust.org/e1t/c/*W4LGYQl8KxB9NW1WNSzK6ZwMPb0/*W8TyjX629FB6zN8NQrtzrKcZ20/5/f18dQhb0S1Wb29v6mLT_mDj8bpKMYN1MRX7mC22QtW9b6Sr96h3ZM8W3Kfgvp82lYFlW4CcBHj1S2STXW5DNFWh2l_dBMVb40dK33SPR-W6kfzrg7SY0n4W3Ss74m4C8J9LW936H9Z31LH3xW7G4D_t2-ddm4W4fxdpw68ZDqXW7zkQRy2qF1DvMjQ5rRnQh-fW1LjQdD6hY04jN3hG8x0XWMPMW7KLSx52nrPZ2W7YPRJL1_s2CyW7hK0Hl546FZpW4bpXKS194KZTW3wwD8z4y4-KSW52jzf71GK9lTW6QXgFF9cxnJQW4JbrYR1Cn6lNN3t61Sn-B_S4W6NV7YR1D4y-HW8pRYQq3n_gFMW19HHDw1KqWBPVZ59yM67tm24W96LtZQ5TR0k_W8L5bSk6GYH-CN9c8kw8qCK9yW6wBP7R6TTKqcW2nKP606xqbNvVRs8T283ZYYvW9b8yy511sZ4pW4sKpn62zv_jVW22zNDx20mwhdW44qv7x2G2fWLW29cDxJ63M-kKW2NFWJw6J0ztdW7q94nM80yjCHW8L4Ktl2nTn-SW6Vg3Zr6Zg4ZKW6Yndc44NfW46W4HLx4Z7NFnN9W7Ftgdt7vKSmzW6Fsllt5t8tBXW9l69tt8S7HsfW91c1039bGl_0W4zVhx32gBbm6W4jCw9w2f8njH111
http://support.outreachsystems.com/resources/help/neoserra/questions/


enhance the quality of SBDC services and provide the SBDC/SBTDC Network practical 

information to either assist small businesses or their centers. 

Criteria for selection include: quality of the proposal, clarity and organization, creativity 

and/or delivery method, ability to deliver in prescribed time frame, and fit to the 

professional development needs of the SBDC. 

 

Submissions should include title, brief description (less than 60 words), program outline or 

agenda, and program learning objectives. All proposals are submitted through America's 

SBDC Conference portal found on the America's SBDC Conference webpage, 

www.AmericasSBDC.org/conference  click on the link for workshop submissions.  

 

Returning submitters may use the same login and password, while those posting 

submissions for first time will be required to set up user login and password.  

 

Completed submissions are due by December 31, 2014. 

 

Four key areas of education include:  

1) advisor core competencies 

2) advanced consultant' skills 

3) center management 

4) senior leadership at the associate and/or state director level.  

Topics in marketing and sales, counseling and leadership, management and planning, 

finance and accounting, technology, self-improvement, and international trade may be 

submitted for consideration. A more complete list of subjects and guidelines may be found 

at www.AmericasSBDC.org/conference 

 

Key Note speakers are normally reserved for our sponsors; however if you wish to submit a 

proposal as a keynote speaker please email Brett Thibodeau or Karen Shannon with your 

request and a brief description of your topic. All workshop proposal questions should be 

referred to Brett Thibodeau, 703/764-9850. 

 

A sample proposal format is included in the Call For Papers Guidelines. We recommend you 

print the guidelines to help you coordinate your proposal for online submission. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in September, 2015 at America's SBDC annual conference. 

 
America’s SBDC Network Connect 
Please CLICK HERE to see the November 13, 2014 edition of America’s SBDC Network 

Connect Newsletter. Check out the last story in the “SBDCs in the News” section to see an 

Illinois SBDC Success Story or click on  
SBDC Helps Craft Distillery Start From Scratch.  

 
================================================================= 
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship,  
Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide the  
service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.   
You may send any information to share with the Illinois SBDC Network to  Tom.Becker@illinois.gov. 
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
================================================================= 
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http://www.ilsbdc.biz/
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