
 

 

 

  The Illinois Small Business Development Center Network 

WEEKLY CONNECTION 
       Entrepreneurship ~ Innovation ~ Technology 

 

Celebrating 30 Years of Small Business Success 
 

June 2, 2014 
 
In Today’s Weekly Connection: 
 

 IESBGA Conference for the Illinois SBDC Network 
 Tech Division Business Plan Competition 
 Program Success of the Week – ZG3 Systems 
 Resource of the Week 
 Neoserra Update 
 Moves and News 
 America’s SBDC Network Connect  

 
IESBGA Conference for the Illinois SBDC Network 
It was great to see all of the members of the Illinois SBDC Network last week for the Illinois 
Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association’s Annual Professional Development 
Conference on May 28-30, at Illinois State University. Very special thanks to the planning 
committee for an outstanding conference of “top shelf” professional development programs. 
Tremendous thanks also goes out to all of the talented trainers that conducted these 
phenomenal programs.  The SBDC Network is also very grateful to our very special speakers 
who brought tremendous value to the conference.  Huge thanks to DCEO Assistant Director 
Dan Seals for his insights on the soon to be released 5 Year Economic Development Plan 
and also to the outstanding entrepreneurs who served as our keynote speakers, Harlan 
Geiser, founder of Integrity Technology Solutions and Dave Alwan, founder and owner of 
Echo Valley Meats. The each delivered fantastic presentations that really elevated the 
IESBGA Annual Conference.  
 
Don’t forget to mark down the dates of the 2015 IESBGA Annual Conference which will be 
held once again at ISU in Normal on May 19-22, 2015.   
 
Tech Division Business Plan Competition 
IIT's Knapp Entrepreneurship Center is sponsoring a new "Tech Division," for the City 
Treasurer's Biz Plan Competition with an additional $15,000 for prizes.  Steve Bob from the 
Illinois SBDC at the Duman Center and Donna Rocking from the IIT Knapp Entrepreneurship 
Center are working closely together on this project. For information about the City 
Treasurer's Biz Plan Competition Contest with prizes totaling $30,000 please click on the 
link below.  
http://www.chicagocitytreasurer.com/small-business-entrepreneurs/small-business-plan-
competition/ 
 
Program Success of the Week – ZG3 Systems 
April 28, 2014 
 

http://www.chicagocitytreasurer.com/small-business-entrepreneurs/small-business-plan-competition/
http://www.chicagocitytreasurer.com/small-business-entrepreneurs/small-business-plan-competition/


“I recently completed a survey regarding the Illinois Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) at Bradley University’s Turner Center for Entrepreneurship. It was with great 
pleasure that I reported progress on our business development. Unfortunately, the survey 
does not fully reflect the processes and relationships that have developed in the course of 
our involvement with Mr. Chad Stamper and the Illinois SBDC. I sincerely hope this 
testimonial provides some degree of clarity in how we regard the experience thus far. 
 
I had the benefit of working with Mr. Ross Miller several years ago on another business 
project of moderate success. As initial discussions with my partner, Rich Brummet 
progressed in this new business venture, it became clear we required additional expertise 
and consultation. I immediately recommended we set up a meeting with the Illinois SBDC 
and subsequently contacted Mr. Miller for an appointment. Mr. Miller helped us detail a 
number of areas related to the development of our business to that point and what we 
required to successfully move to key milestones. At that point, Mr. Miller introduced us to 
Mr. Stamper. 
 
Since our original meeting with Mr. Stamper in the fall of 2013, we believe we could not 
have secured a more expert and committed consultant in helping us move our business 
from concept to commercialization. He has provided us with the necessary forms, 
assessment tools and resources necessary to make our business successful. What we really 
wish to convey is the greatly appreciated attention, responsiveness and personal guidance 
we have received from Mr. Stamper. Both Rich and I have previous successful business 
experience. We have learned that a critical aspect of business development is the third 
party expert partners one selects. To this time, we have been exceptionally fortunate in the 
those we have been involved with – most especially Mr. Stamper and the Illinois SBDC. We 
have reached many key milestones in the preparation for launching our business and we are 
very close in doing so. We are confident we approach the move from concept to real 
application as prepared and educated as we possibly could be. The tremendous reward we 
have from this venture is that many others also believe in the extraordinary market 
potential of our business nationally. Such recognition maintains our enthusiasm in going “all 
in” to make this venture a success. 
 
As we move forward, we look forward to the valued partnership established with the Illinois 
SBDC and its advising consultants – most especially Mr. Stamper. We would be glad to 
provide reference to any oversight body or prospective client as to the value of this 
resource.” 
 
Sincerely, 
Doug Rasmussen 
Vice President, ZG3 Systems 
 
Resource of the Week 
Ambrose McCall from Hinshaw and Culbertson LLP gave a tremendous presentation at the IESBGA 
Conference on Social Media and Employment Issues. The materials presented at the conference can be 
found by going to the following Box account that contains the presentation materials. Just to 
https://hinshaw.box.com/IESBGA to access the conference presentation.  
 
Neoserra Update 
Very special thanks goes out to Collette Williams from Outreach Systems, Inc. who spent 
four days in Illinois working with Tom Becker and Marie Dumas of our Illinois SBDC Network 
staff and also lead several Neoserra sessions at the IESBGA Annual Professional 
Development Conference.  The training and one on one support was very timely and useful 

https://hinshaw.box.com/IESBGA


for the entire Network as we work to fully transition from WebCATS to the new and 
improved Neoserra client tracking system. 
 
Moves and News 
SAVE the Date – 51st Annual Illinois Small Business Week Awards Luncheon- June 26th - 
The Illinois Small Business Awards Luncheon will be held at the Union League Club in 
Chicago on June 26, 2014. Since 1963, National Small Business Week has recognized 
the outstanding achievements of America’s small businesses for their contributions to 
their local communities, and to our nation’s economy.  The Highlight of the Luncheon will 
be the presentation of awards to an outstanding entrepreneur and to small business 
advocates for their contributions in their particular category.  Several clients of the 
Illinois SBDC Network will be honored and the Illinois SBDC will be recognized for 
“Celebrating 30 Years of Small Business Success” during 2014.  

America’s SBDC Network Connect 
Please CLICK HERE to see the May 29, 2014 edition of America’s SBDC Network Connect 
newsletter.  
 
================================================================= 
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship,  
Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide the  
service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.   
You may send any information to share with the Illinois SBDC Network to  Tom.Becker@illinois.gov. 
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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