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The Illinois Small Business Development Center Network
WEEKLY CONNECTION
Entrepreneurship ~ Innovation ~ Technology



Providing Guidance for Business Growth for 30 Years

March 10, 2014

In Today’s Weekly Connection:

· Illinois SBDC Network Now has 37 Certified in GrowthWheel®
· Program Success of the Week – the zen of slow cooking
· Resource of the Week – TrustRadius
· Neoserra/WebCATS Update –  Creating a New Client in Neoserra
· Moves and News – Impact Survey 
· Veteran Employment Fair
· America’s SBDC Network Connect

Illinois SBDC Network Now has 40 Certified in GrowthWheel®
On March 4-5 at the Illinois State University Alumni Center in Normal, the Illinois SBDC Network had 38 additional people certified as GrowthWheel® Business Advisors. GrowthWheel® is a tool for decision-making in start-up and growth companies. It helps business advisors and entrepreneurs get focus, set agenda, make decisions, and take action. Once certified, business advisors receive a license which provide them with access to a wide variety of tools, checklists, resources and worksheets to help them serve clients. You can click on the logo below for more information about GrowthWheel®. All of the newly certified business advisors are strongly encouraged to begin utilizing the new resource as soon as possible.  During the coming weeks and months the Illinois SBDC will be working to arrange for training for additional Illinois SBDC Network business advisors with the potential of another training session in Illinois sometime in June.  Please let us know if you or any of your business advisors would be interested in participating in future GrowthWheel® training and also please contact us if you have any questions. 
[image: Description: http://growthwheel.net/img/pdfthumbs/FILE_THUMB8076.png]

Program Success of the Week – the zen of slow cooking
Meg Barnhart, Founder of the zen of slow cooking, has created a business where home cooks find success in the kitchen through simple, straightforward, whole food recipes prepared in 20 minutes or less. Ms. Barnhart believes, “Slow cooking with the sacred intention of slowing down creates a sense of peace and calm after a full day of work and school.” She discovered that meal planning coupled with slow cooking allowed her to be more attentive to her family’s needs. 

In February 2012, Ms. Barnhart formed Yogini, LLC.  Later that year she launched a slow cooking blog with her co-creator, Jane McKay. They expanded their vision by creating slow cooker organic whole/ground spice blends which debuted at the Lake Forest Farmers Market in the fall of 2013. By year’s end they had sold close to 1,000 blends. 

The pair learned about the Illinois Small Business Development Center and International Trade Center at the College of Lake County through the Lake Forest Accelerator in May, 2012. Early work with the CLC SBDC focused on proof of concept issues and business planning. Weekly conference calls with their advisor set a timeline for them to complete the business plan. Ms. Barnhart, “most liked the Illinois SBDC/ITC’s depth of resources and accessibility to its staff.” 

In addition to sending a weekly slow cooking recipe to their subscribers, they also send a monthly inspirational post on how to find a little more Zen in their kitchen. Short term goals include selling their products on-line by July 2014 and to be in stores such as Marianos, Whole Foods and Fresh Market. The heart of their business lies in their long term dream of creating work opportunities for adults with developmental challenges. 

Visit www.thezenofslowcooking.com to learn more.

Resource of the Week – TrustRadius
TrustRadius offers user reviews of business software. Their pitch; “TrustRadius is a professional community for sharing candid insights about enterprise technology through in-depth reviews and discussions. Learn more at:  http://www.trustradius.com/

Neoserra/WebCATS Update –  Creating a New Client in Neoserra
Open this link for detailed instructions on how to create a new client in Neoserra: http://www.outreachsystems.com/resources/help/neoserra/faq.jsp?id=n204

Moves and News – Impact Survey Coming Soon
The next quarterly impact survey will sent during the week of 3/24 – 3/28/14.  Please notify your clients, especially those with economic impact to report, to be looking for it.  We will be asking only for economic impact created from 1/1/14 – 3/31/14.  You might consider offering clients assistance in completing the survey.  Thank you for your attention to this important issue. 

Veteran Employment Fair
The state’s largest veteran hiring fair is back!  The 2014 Hiring Our Heroes Hiring Event is set for March 26 in Chicago, and we need to spread the word to any and all servicemembers, veterans, and military families who may be interested 

WHEN/WHERE:
10:00AM – 2:00PM on Wednesday, March 26
2014 Hiring Our Heroes – UIC Forum
Veterans Employment Fair
725 W. Roosevelt Road, Chicago, IL 60608

This is an extraordinary opportunity to facilitate the transition of veteran job-seekers into the civilian workforce by showcasing the unique capacities veterans bring to our businesses.

Sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in partnership with the Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs (IDVA), the Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES), the U.S. Department of Labor Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (DOL VETS), the Robert R. McCormick Foundation, and The American Legion, the Hiring Our Heroes program represents an extraordinary joint effort on the part of employers, nonprofits and civic organizations to create job opportunities for military veterans and their spouses through personalized engagement with corporate partners.  

This event – which utilizes an innovative model featuring candidate pre-screening, applicant-employer matching, and onsite interviews – will put over a 1,000 veteran job-seekers in interaction with over 100 registered employers.  In doing so, not only will veterans have a chance to showcase the skills, integrity, and discipline that set them apart from the average job-seeker, but employers will have a one-of-a-kind opportunity to review, recruit, and hire America’s future business leaders.  Also, this event is NO-COST for job seekers.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
You can help by forwarding and promoting this opportunity to any and all that may be interested.

Advanced registration is strongly suggested for veterans and required for non-profit partners and businesses.  Please visit the Hiring Ours Heroes webpage for details and registration, otherwise contact Marcus Simonetti at 312-814-7204 or Marcus.Simonetti@illinois.gov.   Thank you for your readiness to support our veterans.

America’s SBDC Network Connect
Please CLICK HERE to see the March 6, 2014 edition of America’s SBDC Network Connect newsletter.

=================================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide the 
service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  
You may send any information to share with the Illinois SBDC Network to  Tom.Becker@illinois.gov.
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
=================================================================
Accredited Member - America's Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) 
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