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In Today’s Weekly Connection:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]US Banks Easing Lending Standards
1. Program Success of the Week – Semper Fi Yard Service 
1. Eliminate the Digital Divide 2014-15 Grant Program 
1. Resource of the Week – Business Tax Deductions
1. Neoserra Update –  Started Business Milestone
1. Moves and News 

US Banks Easing Lending Standards
In a front-page story, the Wall Street Journal (1/31, A1, Tracy Chaudhuri) reports that big US banks are starting to loosen their lending standards, potential easing the path for consumers and businesses to borrow. That, in turn, could provide a significant economic boost. The OCC on Thursday released data showing that banks started to relax their lending standards for businesses and consumers during the 18 months prior to July, 2013. 

Program Success of the Week – Semper Fi Yard Service 
Robert Velazquez launched Semper Fi Yard Service in 2004. By incorporating the core values he learned while serving in the US Marine Corps; Integrity, Professionalism, Pride and Honor. The company quickly grew and earned a solid reputation in the Green Industry. Semper Fi provides all aspects of landscape service, including designing, creating and maintaining beautiful landscape. 

Mr. Velazquez obtained his MBE/DBE/VBE certifications. It was during this process that he first reached out to the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Waubonsee Valley Community College for business plan and Quickbooks assistance. Semper Fi also participated in the SBDC Business Making Waves Mastermind group, a 13-week peer mentor program helping participants accelerate business growth. In 2012, Semper Fi teamed with a leading Midwest Ecological Restoration contractor to provide services to one of the largest forest preserves in the country. The firm is the only Minority business enterprise contractor in Illinois with ecological restoration experience. To further growth Mr. Velazquez took part in the 18-week Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses Program.

Semper Fi continued to gain prominence as an outstanding Aurora-based business as Mr. Velazquez recently delivered the keynote address at a Waubonsee/Aurora/Accion event on business financing. He stressed the importance of using resources like the SBDC and the 10,000 Businesses program to help create a plan for growth, as well as provide guidance along the way, stating: “We have been in business for years, and we still use these resources.” He also stressed that implementing proper business practices from the start, such as financial management, operational best practices, and targeted marketing strategies, have been key to helping Semper Fi grow and prosper. Semper Fi is an excellent example of how the SBDC network can provide outstanding long-term business advice to clients.

Semper Fi is located in Aurora, IL. Learn more about their services online at www.sfyardservice.com

Eliminate the Digital Divide 2014-15 Grant Program 
DCEO has just released their application for the Digital Divide Grant (for computers and staffing of a public lab).  Please see description and link below.  Deadline is March 14!
The Eliminate the Digital Divide grant program seeks to provide access to computers, telecommunications technologies and related training to disadvantaged communities. Under this program, the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) is authorized to award grants of up to $75,000 to plan, establish, administer and expand Community Technology Centers (CTC’s) and to support basic computer literacy training programs.  For more information go to http://www.illinois.gov/dceo/whyillinois/TechnologyServices/Pages/EliminatetheDigitalDivide.aspx

Resource of the Week – Business Tax Deductions
The link below opens Turbo Tax explanations of small business tax deductions.

https://turbotax.intuit.com/tax-tools/tax-tips/Small-Business-Taxes/Taking-Business-Tax-Deductions/INF12043.html

NeoSerra Update –  Started Business Milestone
When entering a “Started Business” milestone in Neoserra you will see a box to put in a dollar value (see below).  If there is not value associated with the started business you may put “0” in the Value box.  If there was an investment or loan associated with the started business you may enter that figure in the Value box.  However, entering a value does NOT automatically create an investment or loan milestone.  You need to enter a separate milestone to record the investment or loan associated with the started business.
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Moves and News 
The Illinois SBDC at the College of DuPage is excited to announce their new addition to the Center for Entrepreneurship – Zachary Person has accepted the role of Program Manager at the Illinois SBDC International Trade Center (ITC).  Zach brings more than 10 years of experience and credentials in the international field.  He is accomplished in strategic planning, sales, product management, global distributor management, marketing and operations leadership within both emerging/start up business and established, mid-size business.   He is credentialed as a Certified Global Business Professional (CGBP) and is actively involved with the International Trade Association of Greater Chicago.  

=================================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide the 
service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  
You may send any information to share with the Illinois SBDC Network to  Tom.Becker@illinois.gov.
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
=================================================================
Accredited Member - America's Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) 
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