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In celebration of Martin Luther King Day, Illinois DCEO and State of Illinois Offices will be closed on Monday, January 20th.

In Today’s Weekly Connection:

1. Affordable Care Act Training – Chicago – February 7th 
1. Networking a Small Business Office from Scratch
1. Program Success of the Week – Modern Sprout
1. Resource of the Week - Small Business Deals on Firmology.com
1. WebCATS Update – Neoserra		
1. Moves and News – New CGBP Recipients	
		
Affordable Care Act Training – Chicago – February 7th 
SBA’s Illinois District Office will hold a free Affordable Care Act workshop/training on Friday, February 7, 2013 at 8:30a at their offices at 500 W. Madison, Chicago, IL 60661 (Ogilvie Transportation Center).

If you know individuals or businesses that were unable to attend any of the previous presentations, or who want to brush up on some of the changes to the ACA that happened around the end of the year, please feel free to share the attached event flyer with them or anyone else. They can use this link to register online, or they can call SBA  at 312.886.0704 or email dennis.foldenauer@sba.gov.

Thanks for all your help getting the word out to businesses about how to maximize the ACA’s opportunities and comply with its rules. SBA Illinois District Office   SBA Calendar of Events

Networking a Small Business Office from Scratch 
Open the link below to learn about tech needs and recommendations when opening a small business space. 
http://www.smallbusinesscomputing.com/ProductReviews/Networking/networking-a-small-business-office-from-scratch.html

Program Success of the Week – Modern Sprout
Modern Sprout won Second Place in the 2013 Chicago City Treasurer's Business Plan Competition. Sarah Burrows and Nick Behr created Modern Sprout because they wanted to grow herbs and veggies year round in their Chicago apartment. They found no stylish and functional pots for their indoor garden.   They realized that there might be a market for a growth kit specifically designed for city apartments that would be attractive and promote healthy vegetation. After a very successful Kickstarter campaign, Ms. Burrows and Mr. Behr came to the Illinois Small Business Development Center (SBDC) at the Duman Entrepreneurship Center, part of JVS Chicago for help with developing their young business.

“Steve and the staff of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at the Duman Center have provided us with lots of ideas and information that we could use to develop our business plan and grow our business", said Ms. Burrows about the advising services they continue to receive. "Sarah and Nick have soaked up the information we have provided to them. They realize that their business has the potential to grow and be very successful, and they want to build a solid plan and foundation so they can develop additional products and successfully market them", said Steve Bob, Manager of the SBDC. 

For more information about Modern Sprout, visit www.modernsproutplanter.com.

Resource of the Week – Small Business Deals on Firmology.com
The site below lists deals available to small businesses as well as articles related to services and products pertinent to entrepreneurs.
http://www.firmology.com/category/deals-2/

WebCATS Update – Neoserra
Neoserra is the new iteration of WebCATS.  The Illinois SBDC Network will be migrating over the next generation, Neoserra, over the next few months. Some of you may have participated in the introductory webinar on Wednesday, 1/15/14.  The database remains intact and no data will be lost in the switch.  Neoserra is an updated, improved, powerful interface for our Network activity tracking system database.  

The link below shows upcoming Neoserra webinar training opportunities.  It is CRUCIAL that you take advantage of these webinar training programs to prepare for the Illinois SBDC Network’s transition from WebCATS to Neoserra.  Please register now for one of these important sessions.  http://outreach.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action

Moves and News – New CGBP Recipients
Certified Global Business Professional Designation
Three Illinois Small Business Development Center business advisors recently passed the NASBITE exam to earn their Certified Global Business Professional (CGBP) designation.  Please help us to recognize:

          Kathie Cravens at the Illinois SBDC/ITC at the Champaign County EDC 
          Michelle Breslin at the Illinois SBDC/ITC at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale 
Shelby Parchman at the Illinois SBDC at the Duman Entrepreneurship Center at JVS Chicago

Huge Congratulations to Kathie, Michelle and Shelby on their outstanding achievement and success.  Certification of these three new CGBPs strengthens the tremendous expertise offered by the Illinois SBDC Network to the state’s small businesses entrepreneurs. We now have 17 CGBPs serving clients in the Illinois SBDC Network.  




America’s SBDC Network Connect
Please CLICK HERE to see the January 16, 2014 edition of America’s SBDC Network Connect newsletter. 
	


=================================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide the 
service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  
You may send any information to share with the Illinois SBDC Network to  Tom.Becker@illinois.gov.
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
=================================================================
Accredited Member - America's Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC)
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