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The Illinois Small Business Development Center Network
WEEKLY CONNECTION
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Providing Professional Guidance for Business Growth to Illinois Small Businesses for 30 Years

January 13, 2013

In Today’s Weekly Connection:
  	
1. Last Week for Nominations - 2014 National Small Business Awards
1. Illinois Technology Transfer
1. Small Businesses Keep Fueling the Economy
1. Program Success of the Week - Kiki’s Coffee House
1. Resource of the Week - Gallup Economy 
1. WebCATS Update 
1. Moves and News 
1. America’s SBDC Network Connect

Last Week for Nominations - 2014 National Small Business Awards
The deadlines for nominations for the 2014 SBA Small Business Awards is January 17, 2014.  As indicated earlier, each center in the Illinois SBDC Network is expected to submit at least one nomination for this year’s awards program. Please work with you star clients and local advocates to get a nomination packet completed and submitted prior to this Friday’s January 17, 2014 deadline.  Thank you for your cooperation and collaboration on this very important small business advocacy effort. Nominations are being accepted online at http://nationalsmallbusinessweek.sba.gov/.

For more information, please contact Mark Ferguson at 312-353-5430 (mark.ferguson@sba.gov).

Illinois Technology Transfer
Please click HERE to see an article on Illinois Technology Transfer by the Illinois Science & Technology Coalition for the Illinois Innovation Index 2013 Quarter 4 Report.  One of the key findings of the report show that from 2008 to 2012, the total number of patents obtained by Illinois universities grew by 47 percent compared with the 2003–2007 period, outpacing the national average growth rate of 16.5 percent.  You can download the full report HERE.

Small Businesses Keep Fueling the Economy
By J.D. Harrison on washingtonpost.com, 1/8/14 - Small business owners rebounded from a dismal showing in October to close out the year with their two highest hiring totals of 2013, according to the latest jobs report from payroll processing firm ADP. In December, employers with fewer than 50 workers added 108,000 jobs, up from 102,000 in November and well above the 37,000 positions they added the month before, during which the federal government closed for more than two weeks. It was the largest gain for small firms since early 2012 and the second consecutive month that they have outpaced their larger counterparts, though they weren’t alone in posting impressive numbers in December. Overall, the economy added 238,000 jobs, the largest gain in a year, according to ADP. For more see http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/on-small-business/small-businesses-keep-fueling-the-economy-post-largest-jobs-gains-in-nearly-two-years/2014/01/08/4df5f426-7880-11e3-af7f-13bf0e9965f6_story.html

Program Success of the Week – Kiki’s Coffee House
Kathy Bryan and Steve Hornbeak opened Kiki’s Coffee House on Main Street in Anna, Illinois in April 2013. The duo met with SBDC Counselor Brett Whitnel in the beginning to provide them with start-up and business plan assistance.  Kiki’s offers a variety of coffees, tea, hot cocoa, snacks and supports a fellow local entrepreneur by serving Steam Shovel Coffee, locally roasted in Anna.  Soon after opening, the couple added a hot dog cart to deliver street food in town.  Thursday is open mic night at Kiki’s and Tuesday finds families visiting for Movie Night.  These innovative offerings continue to introduce new customers to Kiki’s.  The shop is getting great reviews and has become a very popular meeting place in the area.

Kiki’s Coffee House was named the Union County New Business of the Year in 2013 by the Chamber of Commerce.  Kiki’s is open 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Friday and 8 a.m.-6 p.m. on Saturdays.  Visit their Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/KikisCoffeehouse or call them at 618/833-2023.

Resource of the Week - Gallup Economy 
You can find economic and business polling data available at: http://www.gallup.com/poll/economy.aspx?ref=b

WebCATS Updates 
Impact Survey Responses
Many centers were unable to see their survey responses.  WebCATS recently fixed this problem so every center can now see every milestone created by clients in the survey. If you think milestones have been credited to the wrong center please contact Tom Becker at tom.becker@illinois.gov or 217/558-6303. Thank you for your patience.

Neoserra
WebCATS is becoming Neoserra.  This new iteration of the software is up and running.  WebCATS will be supported until 12/31/14, but will not be updated.  See below to sign up for an introductory webinar on Neoserra on 1/15/14.  More training will follow.  You can find training opportunities by opening this link: http://outreach.ecenterdirect.com/Conferences.action 

Moves and News 
SBA Presents Webinar Series on How Small Businesses Can Navigate the 8(a) Business Development Program – The U.S. Small Business Administration will present Not Just Contracts: The SBA’s 8(a) Business Development Program, the first of a free, two-part webinar series on Jan.15 at 2 p.m. EST.  The second webinar will be held Jan. 22 at 2 p.m. EST.  

The hour-long webinars will cover:  
·      Eligibility requirements for 8(a) certification 
·      Technical assistance available through the 8(a) Program 
·      Common misconceptions about the 8(a) Program 
·      The top reasons why an 8(a) application is declined or returned 

The first webinar will focus on how the 8(a) Program works, eligibility requirements, technical assistance available to small disadvantaged businesses and common myths about the program. Click here to register for the Jan. 15 webinar. 

The Jan. 22 webinar will cover basic “must have” requirements and the top reasons why an 8(a) application is declined or returned.  Click here to register. 

Both webinars will be archived on SBA’s YouTube page. 

The SBA’s 8(a) Business Development Program was created to help small businesses considered to be socially and economically disadvantaged grow their companies through counseling, training workshops, management advice and technical guidance. The nine-year program also provides these businesses access to government contracting opportunities. During fiscal year 2012, small businesses received more than $15.8 billion in 8(a) contract dollars.  

WHAT:          Not Just Contracts: The SBA’s 8(a) Business Development Program 
WHEN:          Wednesday, Jan. 15 & Jan. 22 – 2 to 3 p.m. EST 
HOW:             Registration is free, but required. 

America’s SBDC Network Connect
Please CLICK HERE to see the January 9, 2014 edition of America’s SBDC Network Connect newsletter. 

Important Request
During early 2014 the Illinois SBDC will be making enhancements to the Weekly Connection Email. We plan to streamline and focus the communication in order to bring more value to the members of the Illinois SBDC Network.  A couple of the new areas we would like to include in the future include 1.) A spotlight to highlight the specific expertise, experience and knowledge of center directors and business advisors to allow us to better leverage the tremendous capabilities within the Network and 2.) A feature that focuses on how individual centers are using the outstanding tools and resources provided by the Network to provide a higher level of guidance and assistance to center clients. 

In order for these new features to bring value we really need your help. We ask each center to provide us with a brief paragraph on the special expertise and experience at your center. We also request brief information on how you are using one or more of the specific tools/resources that are provided to each center. Please send us information on what resource(s) you find especially helpful or a best practice you would be willing to share with the Network. 

Please send your information to  at your earliest convenience. 
	


=================================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide the 
service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  
You may send any information to share with the Illinois SBDC Network to  Tom.Becker@illinois.gov.
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
=================================================================
Accredited Member - America's Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC)
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