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The Illinois Small Business Development Center Network
WEEKLY CONNECTION
Entrepreneurship ~ Innovation ~ Technology
------------------------------------------------------------
Providing Professional Guidance for Business Growth to Illinois Small Businesses for 30 Years

January 6, 2013

In Today’s Weekly Connection:

1. Illinois Economic Data - 2013
1. What Did 2013’s Disasters Teach Us About Being Prepared? 
1. Program Success of the Week – My Health and Living
1. Resource of the Week - IRS Tax Calendar for Small Business
1. WebCATS Update – Valid Email Addresses
1. Moves and News – New BIC Staff 
1. Important Request 

Illinois Economic Data - 2013
From the 12/30/13 DCEO Newsletter - Early this year, Illinois was ranked the fifth best location in the nation for corporate expansion by Site Selection Magazine, one of the most prestigious and notable publications of its kind.  Topping that was Chicago, landing the #1 spot in the nation for Foreign Direct Investment, while Illinois continues to be the number one state in the Midwest for exports. 

And 2013 was a year for new records. Illinois’ film and tourism industries both announced record breaking revenue and job creation numbers. Coal exports also reported record numbers and the State’s innovative capital access program Advantage Illinois reached new heights by helping small businesses create nearly 2,000 jobs while leveraging over $400 million in private capital.

2013 was also a year of renewed focus on the innovation economy and building on the vital energy and momentum of our startups, research institutions, and talented workforce.  Human capital is essential to innovation and in 2013 DCEO announced a $12 million investment in workforce training for manufacturers.

At the same time, Illinois currently ranks 4th nationwide for total number of tech establishments at over 20,000 and we capped the year’s emphasis on tech-related initiatives with the launch of the Illinois Manufacturing Lab, a signal of Governor Quinn’s intent to keep us on the cutting edge of advanced manufacturing technologies.
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What Did 2013’s Disasters Teach Us About Being Prepared? 
Business Continuity Tips Discussed at Free Webinar Hosted by SBA and Agility Recovery - Small businesses were particularly hard-hit by the floods, tornados and wildfires that occurred in the U.S. in 2013.  Some were even forced to close temporarily, causing economic injury to business owners and communities that were already struggling. The factors that lead to financial losses after a disaster, however, can be offset by having a recovery plan in place. 
Join Agility Recovery and the U.S. Small Business Administration January 14 for a free webinar that will take a look at how small and large-scale disasters in 2013 caused business interruptions, and the lessons learned. 
Topics will include:

•  A retrospective of 2013's major events causing business interruptions 
•  The latest trends in business continuity planning 
•  Steps and tools your organization needs in order to be prepared 
•  Actionable ideas that can be applied today to increase your organization's preparedness 

Since 2009, SBA has partnered with Agility to offer business continuity strategies via its “PrepareMyBusiness
” website. Visit the site to check out past webinars and to download helpful disaster preparedness checklists. 
The SBA provides disaster recovery assistance in the form of low-interest loans to homeowners, renters, private nonprofits and businesses of all sizes. To learn more, visit . 




Program Success of the Week – My Health and Living
My Health and Living, an independent health care consulting firm focused on lowering health care costs for its customers, has been growing rapidly.  Their goal is to create a knowledgeable and savvy health care consumer; a challenging venture in this time of massive change and uncertainty in the field.  Evelyn Engert has worked with the Illinois Small Business Development Center at the Women’s Business Development Center in Chicago since 2009.  Ms. Engert has utilized micro finance programs to grow the business.   This financing and earning the WBE certification in 2012 continues the expansion process.  Ms. Engert also uses WBDC conferences to build relationships with potential clients.  To learn more about My Health and Living visit: 

Resource of the Week - IRS Tax Calendar for Small Business 
By , 12/31/13 - Wall calendars have changed, so the IRS is offering more digital calendar options. IRS Tax Calendar for Small Businesses and Self-Employed, has been discontinued after 2013. This was the printed wall calendar that used to list the due dates on the pages of each month. However, the IRS said that an IRS Tax Calendar and most of the information previously contained on it can be found at . The calendar dates can be imported into a user’s own calendar software through the IRS CalendarConnector, and users can also subscribe to the IRS’s Small Businesses Calendar through Outlook 2007 or 2010, or Mac iCal.

WebCATS Update – Valid Email Addresses
The last electronic economic impact survey sent out by the Illinois SBDC Lead Center resulted in hundreds of non-deliverable emails.  As we know returned emails can be caused by several different issues.  However it is vital that you work with all of your clients to update their email addresses and ensure you have valid contact information. Please use the start of the new year to reach out to all of your clients and be sure to get all updates entered into the WebCATS data base as quickly as possible.  

Moves and News 
The DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology Business Information Center (BIC) enthusiastically welcomes Ericka Perkins and Lynette MacKenzie, two new staff members who joined the BIC on Thursday, January 2, 2014.  
 
Ericka Perkins is excited to be returning to the Business Information Center after a 7 year absence. Ms. Perkins began her career in state government in April of 2000 at IL DCEO and has worked in several areas within the agency including Fiscal Operations, Legislative Grants Management Unit, and Urban Weatherization.  Ericka is a lifelong resident of Springfield and attended the University of Illinois at Springfield where she earned her MBA.
 
Lynette MacKenzie comes to us from the DHFS All Kids Division.  She has been working in social services for the past 2 1/2 years with the state of Illinois and is very much excited to be a part of the BIC team.  Lynette is married with 2 children and a cat.  She has been a resident of Springfield for most of her life other than a year at business college in St. Louis.  Lynette is looking forward to a great new year with the DCEO. 
 
Please join us in welcoming Ericka and Lynette to our EIT Small Business Team. 

Important Request
During early 2014 the Illinois SBDC will be making enhancements to the Weekly Connection Email. We plan to streamline and focus the communication in order to bring more value to the members of the Illinois SBDC Network.  A couple of the new areas we would like to include in the future include 1.) A spotlight to highlight the specific expertise, experience and knowledge of center directors and business advisors to allow us to better leverage the tremendous capabilities within the Network and 2.) A feature that focuses on how individual centers are using the outstanding tools and resources provided by the Network to provide a higher level of guidance and assistance to center clients. 

In order for these new features to bring value we really need your help. We ask each center to provide us with a brief paragraph on the special expertise and experience at your center. We also request brief information on how you are using one or more of the specific tools/resources that are provided to each center. Please send us information on what resource(s) you find especially helpful or a best practice you would be willing to share with the Network. 

Please send your information to  at your earliest convenience. 
	


=================================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation & Technology each Monday to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide the 
service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  
You may send any information to share with the Illinois SBDC Network to  Tom.Becker@illinois.gov.
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.
=================================================================
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