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Happy Thanksgiving
Everyone here at DCEO OEIT and the Illinois Small Business Development Center Network would like to wish you, your family and loved ones the very best for this Thanksgiving Holiday. This is a time to reflect and be grateful for all we have in our lives. 
This is also the time for us to keep in our thoughts those who have not been as fortunate. For those who have had their lives turned upside down by the recent devastating tornadoes and storms, those who are experiencing serious health challenges in their lives and those facing tremendous economic challenges, we ask that you please keep them in your thoughts and prayers during this Thanksgiving Holiday and if possible reach out and offer support during these very trying times. 

Governor Quinn Requests Federal Aid for 15 Tornado-Ravaged Counties
Nearly 1,000 Uninhabitable Homes Across Illinois; 2,441 Homes Damaged by Tornadoes - CHICAGO – Governor Pat Quinn today asked President Barack Obama to declare 15 Illinois counties major disaster areas to help people and businesses recover from a violent outbreak of tornadoes across the state on Nov. 17. Governor Quinn requested a federal disaster declaration for Champaign, Douglas, Fayette, Grundy, Jasper, LaSalle, Massac, Pope, Tazewell, Vermilion, Wabash, Washington, Wayne, Will and Woodford counties.

“The lives of thousands of people across Illinois were torn apart by this deadly outbreak of tornadoes,” Governor Quinn said. “We expedited the damage assessment process in order to submit this request and the required documentation as soon as possible. I encourage President Obama to quickly approve this request and help our communities recover and rebuild.”

Governor Quinn made the request after five teams comprising personnel from the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and local officials assessed damage in the 15 counties hit by the Nov. 17 tornadoes and severe storms. The teams identified 2,441 homes that were damaged, including 781 homes that were destroyed. The teams completed their assessments in less than four days.

If Governor Quinn’s request is approved, people in the approved counties would be eligible to apply for grants and low-interest SBA loans. In addition, affected businesses would be able to apply for low-interest SBA loans.
Representatives from IEMA and FEMA will meet with local government officials beginning in early December to document expenses related to the tornadoes and storms, including emergency protective measures, debris removal and repair or replacement of roads, bridges and other public facilities. That information could be used to support a request for federal assistance to help state and local governments recoup a portion of eligible tornado-related expenses.
Under the Governor’s direction, the state continues to support recovery efforts in several communities hard hit by the tornadoes. The State Incident Response Center in Springfield is activated to coordinate deployment of state assets and personnel in response to requests from affected areas.

Trucks and heavy equipment from the Illinois Department of Transportation and inmate crews from the Illinois Department of Corrections continue to assist with removal of massive amounts of debris in communities. IEMA personnel were deployed to impacted communities, where they continue to coordinate with local officials on a variety of disaster-related issues. The state also continues to provide law enforcement officers to assist with security and other issues in affected communities. 

Several state and local agencies are helping tornado survivors with a variety of issues at Multi-Agency Resources Centers (MARCs) set up in Washington and Brookport through Tuesday. The Illinois departments of Human Services, Insurance and on Aging have staff at both MARCs, and the Secretary of State’s Office will be on hand to help residents with driver’s licenses, vehicle registration and other issues. 

The American Red Cross will provide client casework, information and referrals. More than 20 local disaster relief agencies will also be there to provide assistance and give people much needed information about their recovery process. Additionally, there will be bulk distribution of a variety of items.

For more information about disaster recovery resources, including shelters and ways to help tornado survivors, visit Ready.Illinois.gov. 


Shop Small – Small Business Saturday
Small Business Saturday is a day dedicated to supporting small businesses across the country. Founded in 2010, this day is celebrated every year on the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  This year, Small Business Saturday is on November 30th. Please click here to learn how you can support small businesses near you.
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Year End Tax Moves for Small Businesses
By Bill Bischoff on marketwatch.com, 11/18/13 - Good news: you still have time to significantly reduce your 2013 business income tax bill. Here’s a digest of the best year-end tax-saving moves for small businesses. 
Buy a Heavy SUV, Pickup, or Van 
Big SUVs, pickups, and vans are useful for hauling people and stuff around in your business, and they also offer major tax advantages. Thanks to the Section 179 instant depreciation deduction privilege, you can immediately write off up to $25,000 of the cost of a new or used heavy SUV that’s placed in service by the end of your business tax year that began in 2013. 
For a heavy long-bed pickup (meaning one with a cargo area at least six feet long on the inside), the $25,000 Section 179 deduction limit is inapplicable. Instead, the regular Section 179 deduction limit of up to $500,000 applies, as I will explain later. The same is true for a heavy van that has no seating behind the driver’s seat and no body section protruding more than 30 inches ahead of the leading edge of the windshield. Thanks to the 50% first-year bonus depreciation privilege (more on that later), you can immediately write off half of the business-use portion of the cost of a new (not used) “heavy” SUV, pickup, or van that’s placed in service by 12/31/13. After taking advantage of the preceding breaks, you can follow the “regular” tax depreciation rules to write off whatever is left of the business portion of the heavy vehicle’s cost over six years, starting with 2013. 
To qualify for this super-beneficial tax treatment, you must buy a “heavy” vehicle, which means one with a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) above 6,000 pounds, and you must use the vehicle over 50% for business. You can usually find a vehicle’s GVWR specification on a label on the inside edge of the driver’s side door where the hinges meet the frame. First-year depreciation deductions for lighter SUVs, light trucks, light vans, and passenger cars, are much stingier: the maximum write-off is only $11,360 for light trucks and vans, and it’s only $11,160 for cars and light SUVs. 
Claim Big Section 179 Deductions for Asset Additions. For tax years beginning in 2013, the maximum Section 179 instant depreciation deduction for eligible new and used assets (other than heavy SUVs) is a whopping $500,000. For instance, the $500,000 limit applies to Section 179 deductions for new or used computer gear, purchased software, new or used office furniture, and new or used machinery and equipment. As explained earlier, the up-to-$500,000 Section 179 deduction limit also applies to new or used heavy long-bed pickups and new or used heavy vans used over 50% for business. 
Real Property
Real property expenditures have traditionally been ineligible for the Section 179 deduction privilege. However, there’s an exception for so-called qualified real property that your business places in service in its tax year that begins in 2013. Specifically, your business can claim a Section 179 deduction of up to $250,000 for expenditures on the following types of real property: 
Interiors of leased nonresidential buildings. 
Restaurant buildings. 
Interiors of retail buildings. 
Warnings: Watch out if your business is already expected to have a tax loss for the year (or close) before considering any Section 179 deduction. You can’t claim a Section 179 write-off that would create or increase an overall business tax loss. This is the so-called business income limitation. Also, claiming Section 179 deductions for real property can trigger high-taxed ordinary income gains when the property is sold. For full details on the Section 179 deduction rules, check out IRS Publication 946 (How to Depreciate Property) atwww.irs.gov. 
Learn more at:  http://www.marketwatch.com/story/year-end-tax-moves-for-small-businesses-2013-11-18?link=MW_latest_news
Program Success of the Week – STEAM Café
Growing up in Harrisburg, Jada Wasson knew the town needed a safe hangout for teenagers.  Her idea is now a reality with the opening of STEAM Café, an all age’s coffee shop that offers organic coffee, tea, ice cream, baked goods and assorted non-alcoholic drinks.  
Ms. Wasson and her daughter, Brett Adams, started meeting with advisors at the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Southeastern Illinois College in February and opened their doors in August.  After explaining her concept, the duo received assistance for cash projections, business planning, city ordinance information and with help finding a suitable location.  Ms. Wasson explained, “I can’t imagine someone not going to the WISBDC for counseling. There is a lot of information out there and the counselor at the office helped in sorting out exactly what we needed to proceed with our plan. It is a great resource and it is all free!”
Their business model is a success.  STEAM offers locally roasted, organic coffee, ice cream from a small creamery in St. Louis and home-made baked goods.  They currently offer muffins, cookies, bagels, biscotti and several breakfast options including wraps and bowls.  The convenient drive-thru window accounts for approximately 70 percent of Steam Café’s business.  Weekday mornings find cars lined up to buy coffee and bakery.  The ladies plan to expand within the next 3-4 months to offer breads, cakes and more.
Entertainment is playing an important role in their success.  On Friday nights local musicians provide live music.  The café also hosted comedy and poetry nights, both big successes that featured area youth.  Jada and Brett believe in spotlighting local talent including the work of artists adorning the café walls. 
Steam Café is located at 10 Cherry Street, Suite 3, in Harrisburg, Illinois. Contact them by phone at 618-926-5477 or check out their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/SteamCoffeeHouse for upcoming events.
Resource of the Week – www.Ready.Illinois.gov  
For information on Illinois disaster recovery resources go to www.ready.illinois.gov.  
WebCATS – Job Created Milestone No Longer Available
The “Jobs Created” milestone is no longer an available milestone in WebCATS.  You now choose from:
                    Change in Full-Time Staff
                    Change in Part-Time Staff
Remember to fill in the fields at the bottom of the milestone page when entering a new job.  These include “Job Type” and “Job Title.”  Refer to a WebCATS Update in the 10/28 Weekly Connection.  The “Jobs Retained” milestone remains as a milestone type.
REMINDER: DCEO Jobs Retained definition - Retained job: an existing position projected to be maintained that otherwise would be eliminated by the grantee but for the DCEO grant provided. Note: a job previously reported as retained during the course of a previous DCEO grant cannot be projected again as retained in the current DCEO grant application if the end date of the previous DCEO grant is less than 24 months prior to the current application date. However, a job reported as retained during the course of a previous DCEO grant can be reported as retained in the current DCEO grant application, if the end date of the previous DCEO grant occurred more than 24 months prior to the date of the current DCEO application.
For more:  http://www.ildceo.net/NR/rdonlyres/C392B467-28AD-4340-8DAC-981F53B4C615/0/DCEOGranteeReportInstructions11413.pdf
What's New On CenterConnect 
On CenterConnect you will find the last SBA Lender Performance Reports from the SBA’s Illinois District Office and also the 2014 Lender Orientation Schedule for the monthly training programs held at the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago. 
Moves and News 
Washington Multi-Agency Resource Center - Center Offers Disaster Information, Assistance for Tornado Survivors – On Saturday Governor Pat Quinn announced the opening of a Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC) in Washington to make it easier for people affected by the Nov. 17 tornadoes to access disaster-related relief services and information. The MARC will bring together representatives from more than 20 local and state agencies in one location. 

“The MARC will be a one-stop shop for people affected by the deadly tornadoes to connect with the services and information that are available to them,” Governor Quinn said. “While the recovery will be long and hard, we will continue to work around the clock to ensure that every community can rebuild.”

Anyone affected by the Nov. 17 tornadoes is encouraged to visit the MARC at Five Points Washington, 360 N. Wilmor Road in Washington from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. from Sat., Nov. 23 through Tues., Nov. 26. Proof of address is requested.  

State agencies offering assistance Saturday through Tuesday at the Washington MARC include the departments on Aging and Human Services. The Department of Insurance will offer help with insurance issues at the MARC on Monday and Tuesday. The Secretary of State’s Drivers Services Mobile Unit will be at the site on Monday, Nov. 25 from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.  

The American Red Cross will provide client casework, information and referrals. More than 20 local disaster relief agencies will also be there to provide assistance and give people much needed information about their recovery process. Additionally, there will be bulk distribution of a variety of items.

After less than one day of documenting tornado damage in four tornado-affected areas of Illinois, damage assessment teams from IEMA, FEMA, the SBA and local officials have already surveyed more than 400 homes, including 281 homes that were destroyed, 58 that suffered major damage and 120 that also were damaged. The teams will work throughout the weekend and into next week until complete.

Governor Quinn has declared 15 counties state disaster areas following a severe storm system that generated at least 25 confirmed tornadoes, including two EF4 tornadoes. Counties included in the declaration are Champaign, Douglas, Fayette, Grundy, Jasper, LaSalle, Massac, Pope, Tazewell, Vermilion, Wabash, Washington, Wayne, Will and Woodford counties. 

The state disaster declaration makes available a wide variety of state resources that can help affected communities respond and recover from the storms. The state of Illinois has personnel and assets that can be mobilized to help local government officials with disaster recovery, including such things as trucks, heavy equipment to remove debris, communications equipment and assistance with security and other public safety issues.
For more information about disaster recovery resources go to www.ready.illinois.gov. 

Small Business Week Awards Nominations - The U.S. Small Business Administration’s online portal is ready to accept nominations for its 2014 National Small Business Week Awards, including the annual Small Business Person of the Year award. 
 
Now in its second year, the dedicated web portal http://nationalsmallbusinessweek.sba.gov/ has made it easier to submit and track submissions of nominees for National Small Business Week. 
 
Since 1963, National Small Business Week has recognized the outstanding achievements of America’s small businesses for their contributions to their local communities, and to our nation’s economy.  For over 50 years, SBA will continue its tradition in honoring the nation’s 28 million small businesses.  
 
SBA Awards given in celebration of National Small Business Week include the following awards: 
·         National Small Business Person of the Year (chosen from among state award winners from each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Guam) 
·         Phoenix Awards (recognizing outstanding accomplishments during disaster recovery) 
·         Small Business Prime Contractor of the Year 
·         Small Business Subcontractor of the Year 
·         The Dwight D. Eisenhower Award for Excellence (recognizes large prime contractors who have used small businesses as suppliers and contractors) 
·         SBA 8(a) Graduate of the Year (for recent graduates of the SBA’s 8(a) Business Development Program) 
·         Exporter of the Year 
·         Small Business Development Center (SBDC)Excellence and Innovation Award (nominations of SBA-funded SBDC Service Centers) 
·         Women’s Business Center (WBCs) of Excellence Award (nominations of SBA-funded WBCs) 
·         Veterans Business Outreach Center Excellence in Service Award (nominations of SBA-funded Veterans Business Outreach Centers) 
 
In addition to the portal, nominations can also be sent directly to SBA District Offices, which can be located online at http://www.sba.gov/districtoffices.   All nominations must be submitted online, postmarked or hand delivered to the SBA no later than the end of the day, Friday, Jan. 17, 2014. Winners of the Small Business Person of the Year award and other award categories will be invited to Washington, D.C., in 2014 to compete for national titles and to attend National Small Business Week events. 

America’s SBDC Network Connection
The latest issue of the America’s SBDC Network Connection Newsletter can be found below. 
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	"Successful Business Plan," 5th Edition book 
By: PlanningShop
     [image: Description: Description: Description: Sponsor Level]
Referred to as "the entrepreneur's bible," this book is used in the nation's top business schools and by hundreds of thousands of entrepreneurs and small business owners. The 5th edition includes up-to-date content including social media marketing, a feasibility analysis, social responsibility, and globalization. PlanningShop always offers a 25% America's SBDC discount and free instructor materials. Learn more...
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	Virtual Tradeshow
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	-Meet your Sponsors & Exhibitors
-See their booth
-Make contact
-Get their handouts, access to their promotions and more!
 
Visit the Tradeshow
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	Click here to choose from a large variety of high-quality America's SBDC gear!
  
Contact: Barbara Rolfes at Barbara.Rolfes@landsend.com or 608.935.8123



	 
Mark Your Calendar
 Click on the links below to learn more about each event.
 
Small Business Saturday
Nov. 30th, 2013
 
America's SBDC Conference Call for Papers
Due January 15, 2014
 
The Seventh International Conference on Environmental Science and Technology
June 9 -13, 2014
 
U.S. Chamber America's Small Biz Summit - Dream Big Award
June 11-13,2014
 
Go Global Seminars
Ongoing 
 
AES Compliance Seminar and AESPcLink Training 
Click here for more events. 
 
Small Business Lending Industry Events
Ongoing 
 
Dept. of Energy Small Business Summits
Ongoing 
 
2014 America's SBDC Annual Conference
Sept. 9-12th, 2014
 

	



	Let's Connect!
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News You Can Use  
 
Braddock's The World Is Your Market: Exporting Made Easier for Small Businesses
 
AARP & SBA Webinars
 
America's SBDC International Trade Group
 
2013 SBA Accreditation Contract Update
  
SBA Advisory Board Report 
 
National Impact Survey
 
The Conference Webpage
 
Quickbooks' Training Licenses
Contact Brett Thibodeau for info on how to access a 2012 license. Need Technical Assistance? Call Quickbooks Licensing Help Desk at (888) 246-8848
 
Updating Center Info 
Simply click here to take a look. If you need to make a change contact your state's lead center office. Email Kate Harvey  for more info. 



	 Quick Links

	Website
 
SBDC Members Only
  
SBDC Career Opportunities
 
Sponsors
 
SBDCNet



	The Network Connection is distributed to ALL subscribing members of the nationwide network of  the America's SBDC (ASBDC).  If you are a member of the SBDC network and would like to subscribe to the Network Connection, please  email or call us (703)764-9850.






			America's SBDC Network Connection
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	Recently in the America's SBDC Blog...   
Click here to take a look. Subscribe today! Feel free to share articles, just link it back to our page.
1. What Investors Really Want to Know
1. 4 Ways to Improve Your Holiday Marketing Results
1. Success Story: Uni-Ref of Indiana
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	SBDCs in the News
America's SBDC is collecting stories of the SBDC's in the news. If you have news to share, please email us. 
1. America's SBDC Biz Blog Listed as Forbes' "100 Best Websites for Entrepreneurs" 
1. Washington Couple builds brand for themselves, other businesses
1. U.S. Census Bureau Releases 2010-2012 ACS 3-Year Estimates
1. SBA Celebrates National Native American Heritage Month
1. Affordable Care Act 101 Webinars - November & December Dates
1. Pennsylvania SBDC Network Launches into Global Entrepreneurship Week 2013
1. Small-Business Partnerships to Be Priority of IRS Exams: Taxes
1. Illinois Governor Declares Seven Counties State Disaster Areas
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	Support Small Business Saturday
Small Business Saturday is a day dedicated to supporting small businesses across the country. Founded in 2010, this day is celebrated every year on the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  This year, Small Business Saturday is on November 30th. Click here to learn how you can support small businesses near you.
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	2013's Premiere Global Crowdfunding
Event   
A Virtual Online Conference beginning December 3, 2013 available to "Everyone Everywhere." Insiders know that CrowdFunding coupled with social media is about to transform the entire investment industry. In this exciting online conference you'll hear small business experts explain exactly how CrowdFunding is radically changing the playing field and how it will ultimately disrupt the big Wall Street money managers. 
 
You will learn how it's possible to combine CrowdFunding with existing financing methods to raise round after round of money from large circles of people who are already interested in your company and your products. Use this source to meet the funding needs of your business at various stages of growth, without the need to turn to VCs or investment banks.
1. Hear more than 65 experts & members of the U.S. Congress
1. Find out if CrowdFunding is right for you 
1. Learn case studies of CrowdFunding successes
1. Grasp when to use rewards vs. equity
1. Join tens of thousands of other early adopters in understanding the next wave in social media
1. America's SBDC President & CEO, Tee Rowe will be speaking at the event.
1. America's SBDC is sponsoring this event
1. 14 days, 7 tracks and over 65 speakers
Share this info| Register now for free | Learn more
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	From intuit: Organization Made Easy                         
If you like Intuit QuickBooks, you'll love Intuit WorkSmart, the free e-newsletter designed with small businesses in mind. Real-world advice from industry experts. Customized content selected just for you tips, tools and techniques to save you time and money. Delivered right to your inbox every month - free!
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Start Worksmart
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	Upcoming Google "Get Your Business Online" Events
Join Google in person and get your business online. It's fast, easy, and free. Google team members will provide step-by-step guidance on topics such as: 
1. Building a free website[image: Description: Description: Description: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs092/1101380815442/img/650.gif]
1. Registering a custom domain name  
1. Creating an online business listing
Thursday, December 5th
Pittsburgh, PA
9 am - 1pm
Click here to learn more.
 
Next event will be Friday, December 6th in Merrillville, IN details coming soon!
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	Success Stories                          
America's SBDC is collecting and sharing SBDC Success Stories. Please include the SBDC center name, state, client name, story and a photo. Click here for a sample. Email us.   
                            
State: South Carolina
SBDC: South Carolina SBDC
Client: Multiple Success Stories
Story: Check out this marketing promo video that includes multiple success stories. The SC-SBDC also shared their experience in getting this piece made. This is a terrific example of a Best Practice for all SBDCs around the country. Learn more here.
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	Ask us. We can help. SC SBDC promo video
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	MN SBDC Goes to Great Lengths to Help their Client Win BIG
It is amazing how Northeast Minnesota has gotten behind VoteLola.com. The SBDC client made it into the Final Four in Intuit's contest "Small Business Big Game." Minnesota businesses everywhere have put VoteLola.com on their signage, yard signs, t-shirts and more. It’s very inspiring, to see such enthusiasm from a community especially from an SBDC. 
 
Check out the video the MNSBDC created to help their clients win big! 
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	VoteLola.com if you believe in a sustainable egg company.


  
Help this small business win big by voting every day from three different devices till December 1st. Vote now!
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	FINAL FOUR News from Locally Laid
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	Accreditation Committee Seeking New Members                             
                               
America's SBDC Accreditation Committee is seeking two new members to participate in accreditation reviews, meetings, training, and other initiatives. The committee is seeking:
1. SBDC State/Regional (Texas and California) or Associate/Assistant State/Regional Directors interested in learning and participating in the accreditation process
1. New Committee Members who can commit to being available during the year to participate in up to two reviews each year
1. New Committee Members who have been in their state/regional leadership position for several years, can devote time to the committee activities, and have participated in at least one accreditation review in their respective state/region
1. New Committee Members who can participate in at least two meetings each year (spring membership meeting and fall conference) and periodic conference calls
1. New Committee Members willing to work on committee initiatives
 
Travel expenses associated with accreditation reviews and committee meetings are reimbursed following SBA guidelines from the accreditation contract with the Office of Small Business Development Centers. New committee member training is scheduled for Thursday, March 20, 2014, followed by a committee meeting on Friday and Saturday, March 21 and 22, 2014 in Washington prior to the spring meeting. There will also be a committee sponsored accreditation training for the membership of America's SBDC on Wednesday or Thursday, 3/26 or 3/27, which new members are expected to attend. The committee strongly encourages new members to participate as an observer (at their state or region's expense) during their first year on the committee to improve their understanding of the accreditation process and prepare them for a review.
 
If you are interested or have expressed interest previously in joining the committee, please email Beth Melnik (bmelnik@georgiasbdc.org) or Mike Young (fyoung@uh.edu).
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	Click on the pic to learn more!
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	National Rebrand Adoption Map
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Based on use of America's SBDC logo on front page of State SBDCs websites. Updated 11/19/13.
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	SBDC Career Opportunities 
1. November 13, 2013 - Panama City, Florida. Certified Business Analyst (3 Positions), SBDC at Gulf Coast State College. For details, click here. (Apply by 11/29/2013)
1. November 13, 2013 - Napa, California. Business Services Director, Napa and Sonoma SBDCs. For details, click here. (Apply by 11/22/2013)
1. October 31, 2013 - Albany, Georgia. Business Consultant, University of Georgia SBDC - Albany Area. For details, click here. (Applications must be received by November 22, 2013)
1. October 28, 2013 - Boone/Hickory, North Carolina. Regional Service Center Director, Appalachian State University SBTDC. For details, click here.
1. October 22, 2013 - Jacksonville, Florida. Coordinator, Research Programs and Services (Small Business/Procurement Consultant). For details, click here and search for position #520190.
  Click here to visit the Career Opportunities page. 




	






	




	



=====================================================================================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each Monday
to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, 
opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to Tom.Becker@illinois.gov.
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders
=====================================================================================================================
Accredited Member - America's Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC)
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