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NOTE: OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON COLUMBUS DAY, MONDAY, OCTOBER 14TH 
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1. Program Success of the Week - American Standard Circuit
1. Resource of the Week - Mission Main Street℠ Grants
1. WebCATS Update - New Jobs Milestones
1. What's New On CenterConnect 
1. Moves and News
1. America’s SBDC Network Connection

Consumer Credit Up Sharply In August
Posted on Bloomberg News on 10/8 - Bloomberg reports that consumer credit “rose more than projected” in August as Americans “took out more loans for motor vehicle purchases and education.” The Federal Reserve reported that consumer credit increase by $13.6 billion for the month, following a $10.4 billion rise in July. Bloomberg News says that the “boost” to household wealth from rising home values and market gains has “put consumers in a position to take advantage of cheaper borrowing costs for major purchases such as automobiles.” 

Enstitute - Entrepreneurial Alternative to College
Posted on PBS.org, 9/26/13 - As the cost of higher education mounts, debt-laden students, cash-strapped parents and members of the media are asking: is traditional college still the answer? Correspondent Mona Iskander reports on Enstitute, a two-year apprenticeship program that matches 18- to 24-year-olds with some of New York's top entrepreneurs.  Go to the link below and click on “Listen: MP3” to hear this eight minute story.
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/education/july-dec13/enstitute_10-06.html

5 Simple Tips for Photographing Your Merchandise 
Posted by Nicole Reyhle on retailminded.com, 9/23/13. - Whether you sell online or in a physical store, creating a solid online presence is key to keeping your store top of mind with customers. Your website and social media accounts need to reflect the style and quality of the merchandise you carry and should showcase the items you currently have available.
Here are 5 simple tips to help you produce high-quality images of your merchandise for your website and social media accounts.

1. Know Your Camera
It’s amazing what you’ll learn spending an hour reading your camera’s manual, watching a video tutorial on taking pictures with your smart phone or taking a photography class at your local community college. It’s a small time investment now that will pay off big in the end.  Bonus Resource:  Check out this page here for tutorials on how to take better pictures with your iPhone.

2. Define Your Photo Area
Spend some time taking a look around your store to find a few locations that can be your go-to places for taking pictures of your merchandise. Look for backdrops that showcase the style of your store and aren’t too cluttered. Make sure there’s plenty of natural light so you don’t have to use your camera’s flash.  Pro Tip: Try pulling the items you’re photographing 4-6 feet out from the wall or back drop. This will give your image more depth and can help reduce visual clutter.

3. Turn Off Your Flash
Whenever possible, turn your flash off. Using the flash can wash out your merchandise and cause glares. Natural light always works best. Make sure the sun is to your back. It should be shining on your subject from behind the camera, not shining into your camera’s lens.

4. Accessorize Your Photos
Little details can go a long way. Pull in other items from your store that complement the item you’re photographing and will help shoppers imagine how they will use it. If you need to use something to help display an item (like a hanger or a table) make sure it’s clean, interesting and fits the style of your store.  Bonus Resource:  Need some photo staging inspiration? Click here for more, easy ideas!

5. Show Off the Details
Think about what your shoppers will love about an item and make sure you capture those details when you take pictures. Photograph items at different angles and distances to highlight their best features. Use photo collages to showcase those unique details on your web site and social media accounts.
Pro Tip: Your shoppers look to you for advice as an expert on the merchandise you sell. Use the photographs of your merchandise to make recommendations on how to wear or use items. The images you use should help your shoppers imagine incorporating your merchandise into their lives.
For more go to: http://retailminded.com/tips-for-photographing-merchandise/
 
Program Success of the Week - American Standard Circuit
American Standard Circuit (ASC), a client at the Illinois SBDC at NORBIC, recently celebrated 25 years in business.  To honor the accomplishment, Gordhan Patel, Chairman of the Board of American Standard Circuit hosted a dinner at the Hilton Hotel in Bloomingdale, IL.  ASC invited employees, key customers and suppliers.  NORBIC’s Small Business Development Center, Nisha Floyd, a key partner in ASC’s success also attended.  NORBIC assists ASC with access to STEP, PTAC, International Trade and jobs training programs that have helped grow and expand the business.  ASC is an excellent example of a company utilizing the many aspects of SBDC services.  The firm attributes their growth directly to the assistance provided by NORBIC.

A minority owned company; ASC, Inc. is a Print Circuit Board (PCB) manufacturer for the electronics industry.  ASC Inc. has earned a solid reputation as a reliable source for printed circuit boards.  Their focus is to provide PCBs for research and development as well as production requirements for business.  From prototype to production, the ASC team will supply a quality product on time.  ASC is a reliable manufacturer that will serve the electronics industry for many years to come.
For more information visit the ASC web site at:  http://www.asc-i.com/

Resource of the Week - Mission Main Street℠ Grants
Mission Main Street℠ Grants is an effort by JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association ("Chase") to increase awareness of the important role small businesses play in local communities and to help small businesses grow. As evidence of the commitment to small businesses nationwide, Chase will provide funds designed to enable an eligible established for-profit small business to use the Grant (defined below) to execute a business plan that will result in expansion and growth of the small business, including for example, a new location, equipment, and product or distribution channel . Chase has designated $3 million to be awarded to twelve (12) Small Businesses ("Grant Recipient(s)"), each Grant Recipient selected in accordance with these Program Rules to receive $250,000 ("Grant") (the "Program"). The application deadline date is October 31, 2013.  Additional program rules and details can be found via their website at: https://www.missionmainstreetgrants.com/

WebCATS Update - New Jobs Milestones
The Jobs Created milestone has been replaced by Change in Part-Time Staff & Change in Full-Time Staff.  SBDC staff will only deal with this change when manually entering new jobs data into WebCATS.  The new economic impact survey clients now fill out will automatically upload this data.  Learn more in a special note you received from Mark Petrilli on Friday, October 11th. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
What's New On CenterConnect 
New this week on CenterConnect you will find the latest version of the new America’s SBDC Illinois logo by clicking on the Center Marketing Policy and Logos on the CenterConnect homepage. The new logo is available in several different formats, in color and black and white versions. As indicated in earlier instructions the Illinois SBDC plans to fully deploy the new logo and branding in 2014. Until the branding https://ceo2010.partner.illinois.gov/sites/centerconnect/Pages/default.aspxand logo guidelines are finalized, if you have an immediate need to begin using the new logo, please send a copy of the layout of your planned design to the State Director’s Office for approval.  All SBDC projects using the new logo MUST have the State Directors Office approval before you move forward with your project.   

Moves and News
Food Scrap Revitalization and Advancement Program (FSCRAP)
The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Food Scrap Revitalization and Advancement Program (FSCRAP) is pleased to announce grant opportunities.  The Department is seeking applications from qualified entities for Food Scrap diversion and composting/digestion projects. The purpose of this solicitations is to divert food scrap commodities from being landfilled in Illinois.  Grants are available to assist local governments, for-profit, and not-for-profit businesses or organizations and colleges and universities with their recycling efforts (K-12 schools are not eligible).  Grant funds may be used to purchase project-related capital equipment such as collection, processing or handling equipment and project-related expansion and modernization costs.  The maximum grant amounts for the grant program are $100,000 for single-source projects and $225,000 for multi-source processing projects.  Applications are due no-later-than 4 pm, December 16, 2013.  There have been significant changes to the application document and those changes are highlighted in the attached grant announcement.  The RFA documents can be downloaded at www.illinoisrecycles.com (click on the appropriate square on right hand column of the page).  To learn more please contact David E. Smith at 217-785-2006 or david.e.smith@illinois.gov.  

Health Datapalooza
Join the Health Data Consortium, US Department of Health and Human Services, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and the Smart Chicago Collaborative for Illinois’ first statewide Health Datapalooza on November 9th at 1871 in Chicago.  For information and registration information about "Putting Health Data to Work: An Illinois Health Datapalooza" go to http://meetu.ps/21MZVR.  

The event will bring together experts from both the technology and healthcare sectors, along with public health officials to share how health data can be put to work in our cities and states. Entrepreneurs, developers, coders, researchers and civic minded individuals will be introduced to government data sets already available in Data.Illinois.gov, and given an in-depth look to new public health data sets soon to be released. 

The morning sessions will be skill-sharing roundtables with representatives from Socrata, ESRI, and Healthdata.gov on hand to talk about available tools and resources for working with open health data. Midday activities will include brainstorming sessions on current challenges that healthcare policy makers and practitioners have in the field and an exploration into how civic innovation could help address them. The afternoon will feature unconference sessions, which will be proposed and voted on during the lunch hour. 

At the culmination of the day’s activities, app and map development challenges will be announced with a top category prize of $10,000! Electronic submissions will be due by November 30th, 2013, and prize winners will be announced in early December.

America’s SBDC Network Connection
The latest edition of America’s SBDC Network Connection newsletter can be found below. 
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	Click here to choose from a large variety of high-quality America's SBDC gear!
  
Contact: Barbara Rolfes at Barbara.Rolfes@landsend.com or 608.935.8123



	Let's Connect!
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Put your business online with 25% off at GoDaddy
By: GoDaddy 
  
GoDaddy has the innovative, easy-to-use products you need to build a complete digital identity. Create a professional website with GoDaddy Website Builder® - simply choose a design, personalize and publish. Then use Outright® to simplify your business bookkeeping and track expenses online. Start finding more new customers today with Web essentials from GoDaddy. 

Learn more

	



	 
Mark Your Calendar
 Click on the links below to learn more about each event.
 
APTAC Conference
Nov. 11-12th, 2013
 
The Seventh International Conference on Environmental Science and Technology
June 9 -13, 2014
 
Go Global Seminars
Ongoing
 
AES Compliance Seminar and AESPcLink Training 
Click here for more events. 
 
Small Business Lending Industry Events
Ongoing
 
Dept. of Energy Small Business Summits
Ongoing
 
2014 America's SBDC Annual Conference
Sept. 9-12th, 2014
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News You Can Use  
 
Braddock's The World Is Your Market: Exporting Made Easier for Small Businesses
 
AARP & SBA Webinars
 
America's SBDC International Trade Group
 
2013 SBA Accreditation Contract Update
  
SBA Advisory Board Report 
 
National Impact Survey
 
The Conference Webpage
 
QuickBooks' Training Licenses
Contact Brett Thibodeau for info on how to access a 2012 license. Need Technical Assistance? Call QuickBooks Licensing Help Desk at (888) 246-8848
 
Updating Center Info 
Simply click here to take a look. If you need to make a change contact your state's lead center office. Email Ann Maltese for more info. 
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	Join the America's SBDC Members Group

	
This exclusive group boasts over 300 SBDC counselors and directors who post, share and discuss a variety of small business and industry topics every day.

Please note: This is for members of the America's SBDC only. 
 
Join the discussion now.



	 Quick Links

	Website
 
SBDC Members Only
  
SBDC Career Opportunities
 
Sponsors
 
SBDCNet



	The Network Connection is distributed to ALL subscribing members of the nationwide network of  the America's SBDC (ASBDC).  If you are a member of the SBDC network and would like to subscribe to the Network Connection, please  email or call us (703)764-9850.






			America's SBDC Network Connection
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	Recently in the America's SBDCBlog...  
Click here to take a look. Subscribe today! Feel free to share articles, just link it back to our page.
1. Three Simple Steps to Close the Sale 
1. Love to Travel? 13 Reasons Entrepreneurs Do Too
1. What Is The Most Common Type Of Loan For Purchasing A Franchise?
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	SBDCs in the News
America's SBDC is collecting stories of the SBDC's in the news. If you have news to share, please email marketing@asbdc-us.org.
1. Staten Island SBDC Celebrates 20 Years of Service
1. Five ways the government shutdown is slowing down small businesses
1. Scholarships Available for SBDC StartSmart Program
1. Headaches Loom for SBA Borrowers in Shutdown's Second Week
1. Regulations May Not Really Cost $1.75 Trillion a Year, SBA Office Concedes


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK53]
	New BizBuySell Webinar Plus Win $300                             
    
As announced in Orlando, BizBuySell has donated $1 million in free Valuation Reports to America's SBDCs (If you did not receive a FREE promo code already, please email ask@bizbuysell.com to get your code).  To encourage you to take advantage of this resource, BizBuySell is giving away a $300 Visa gift card to one SBDC counselor who runs a free BizBuySell Valuation Report by October 31st.  
 
BizBuySell is also hosting a webinar on "How to Value a Business using a BizBuySell Valuation Report" on Wednesday Oct 16th, at 8:00am PDT. Register now.                            
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	[image: Description: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs183/1101380815442/img/900.gif]The SBDCGlobal Trade Consultant Certification Series is a four-webinar certification series that will teach SBDC Business Advisors what they need to know to begin providing international trade assistance to clients.

Join SBDCGlobal and the International Trade Center - San Antonio to obtain the information and resources needed to develop international trade consulting skills.
 
Module 1: How to Attract Clients with International Expansion Potential
Date: October 30, 2013 
Time: 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm CST
Register here or by phone at 210.458.2470
Registered SBDCGlobal.com Users: Free;General Public: $65/session.
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	Dream BIG Small Business of the Year Award                             
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations and applications for the 2014 DREAM BIG Small Business of the Year Award, sponsored by Sam's Club®. 
  
 The Small Business of the Year winner, 7 regional finalists, and 100 Blue Ribbon Award winners will be honored at America's Small Business Summit in Washington, D.C.  
 
The winner will receive national recognition and a $10,000 cash prize, courtesy of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
 
APPLY NOW



	Social Media 101: A Small Business  Guide                            
The stats d[image: Description: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs183/1101380815442/img/896.jpg]on't lie: small businesses that use social media in a planned, strategic way see an increase in business leads and traffic to their website. Nearly 80% of active U.S. internet users visit social networks and blogs, according to the SMB Group's 2012 SMB Social Business Study. This explains why social media marketing is commonplace and effective for most large companies.  At the same time, only 28% of small businesses using social tools identify themselves as applying social in a 'planned, strategic way.
  
Social media can give a small business the boost it needs to advance to the next level. In fact, 42% of small businesses using social media reported an increase in leads or traffic to their website.
Check out these social media best practices from Co-founder of the SMB Group and small business expert Laurie McCabe at http://www.qbsbdc.com/2013/10/social-media-101/


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK16]
	SBDC Success Stories 
America's SBDC is collecting and sharing SBDC Success Stories. Please include the SBDC center name, state, client name, story and a photo. Click here for a sample. Email us.  
 
State: Ohio
Center: Cincinnati SBDC
Client Name: K&J Web Design
Story: K & J Web Designs is a small web design firm located in 
Cincinnati. The firm builds attractive, engaging websites
for local small businesses and nonprofits, and offers
consulting on Search Engine Optimization and social
media management. Founder Kris Jones learned web
design while working on a separate project that helps
recent graduates as they enter into the workplace, but
as he became a more competent web designer people
began requesting his services. He continued designing
and partnered with a friend to start K & J Web Designs.
They reached out to the Small Business Development
Center in Cincinnati and met with SBDC advisor Karla
Boldery. She helped them create a business plan
and set measurable goals for various aspects of the
business.
"They worked with me from the beginning to where I
am now. I still look forward to my monthly meetings,"
said Jones. (more)
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	National Rebrand Adoption Map[image: Description: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs183/1101380815442/img/898.png]
  
Based on use of America's SBDC logo on front page of State SBDCs websites. Updated 10/4/13.



	Response to the 2012 Economic Census is Past Due                         
The 2012 Economic Census, the U.S. Government's official five-year measure of American business and the economy, is entering its final days of data collection.
 
Many businesses have shared with the Census the challenges of responding with fewer resources.  They have listened, and have provided time extensions and other considerations in allowing businesses additional time to respond.  For businesses that received Economic Census forms but have not yet responded, it is very important to do so now.  Keep in mind that the Economic Census is required by law.

To assist you, they have prepared to discuss your compliance via phone.  Please call them at (877) 790-1876.  Due to timing, try reporting electronically: econhelp.census.gov. Your response makes a difference.
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	Conference Corner
 
[image: Description: 2013 Logo]The State Star photos are now available for download, here. For a copy of the State Star Press Release template please email us, april@asbdc-us.org.
 
Attendees & Exhibitors: Please submit your conference evaluation surveys. Your feedback is very valuable to the success of conference each year!
 
Lost & Found: 1 earring - gold and silver, 1 pair (woman's) eye glasses, 1 woman's blue blazer. Contact us at 703-764-9850 or  betsy@asbdc-us.org. 

The 2013 ASBDC Conference App
The Conference App proved to be another valuable asset at this year's conference. Besides utilizing all the app's features onsite you should be sure to take advantage of the app all year long. It serves as a great reference tool to what you attended, your notes, speaker bios, and workshop handouts.
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	SBDC Career Opportunities 
 
  October 8, 2013 - Pensacola, Florida. State Director, Florida SBDC Network. For details, click here. (Position Number 120380. Applications will not be accepted after October 23, 2013)
  
  October 7, 2013 - Carrollton, Missouri. Regional Business Development Specialist and County Program Director, University of Missouri Extension. For details, click here.
  
  October 3, 2013 - Tampa, Florida. International Small Business Consultant, SBDC at the University of South Florida, Tampa. For details, click here, and search by location (USF Tampa), Job Type (Administrative), or Job Opening ID (2577). 
  
  October 2, 2013 - Union, Missouri. Regional Business Development Specialist, University of Missouri Extension. For details, click here. (This listing will be removed on November 1, 2013)
  
  September 27, 2013 - Greenville, South Carolina. Technology Business Consultant, South Carolina SBDCs. For more information, click here. 
Click here to visit the Career Opportunities page.




	






	




	


=========================================================================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each Monday
to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, 
opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to Tom.Becker@illinois.gov.
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders
=====================================================================================================================
Accredited Member - America's Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC)
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