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In Today’s Weekly Connection:

1. Illinois Innovation Network
1. Veterans Hiring Fair
1. Small Business Sales Rise, But Hiring Lags
1. Invest In American Manufacturing?
1. When it Comes to the Skills Gap, Perceptions Matter
1. Program Success of the Week - Associated Research
1. WebCATS Updates - Deleting Records
1. Resource of the Week - US Dept. of Commerce Data
1. What's New On CenterConnect 
1. Moves and News – Emily Carter Named New State Director in CT
1. America’s SBDC Network Connection

Illinois Innovation Network
Please see the special announcement below from Governor Pat Quinn and Illinois Innovation Council Chair Brad Keywell regarding the launch of the new Illinois Innovation Network website:

Dear Readers,

We are excited to announce the launch of the Illinois Innovation Network (IIN) website, an initiative of the Illinois Innovation Council that will serve as a platform to both connect and celebrate start-ups, innovation-driven enterprises, service providers, research and academic institutions, and community leaders across the state. The IIN offers tools and resources, including an interactive map, to accelerate the growth of businesses and industries in the state and spur innovation. 

The IIN website will also be the new home of the Illinois Innovation Index, which will allow for users to better search, comment on, and share this important data. To mark the launch of this new website, we are distributing the second quarterly installment of the Illinois Innovation Index below with partners Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, Illinois Science & Technology Coalition, and World Business Chicago. 

We believe the IIN will be a helpful tool and hope you will spread the word by sharing the IIN website with your contacts. Additionally, we welcome your input and feedback on the site. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have thoughts or ideas on additional content or tools for the IIN to consider. 
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Governor Pat Quinn         Innovation Council Chair Brad Keywell

Please help us promote this new resource to your clients and the business community in your areas. 

Veterans Hiring Fair
The Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs (IDVA), the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and the Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES), are holding a one-of-a-kind FREE industry hiring fair for military veterans occurring in Chicago on Wednesday, July 10. Please help us spread the word to Illinois Veterans. 

INDUSTRY-SPECIFIC HIRING FAIR – RAIL TRANSPORTATION
1. This hiring event is specific to the rail transportation industry, connecting veteran job-seekers with leading rail industry employers like Amtrak and GE who are specifically looking to hire veterans.  Recognizing that veterans have innovative skills that are often transferable to positions in the rail industry, Amtrak is aiming for 25% of new hires to be veterans, and they expect to hire over 3,000 employees over the next year.  

1. In addition to Amtrak and GE, several employers are expected to participate with jobs available for veterans and military spouses of all ranks and levels of experience.  Employers will not only include rail lines, but also those companies that support the industry.  Openings will include technical, operational, and supervisory positions available throughout the country. 
WHEN / WHERE
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 10
Chicago Union Station – Union Gallery
500 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL (see location on map)

HOW TO REGISTER / SPREAD THE WORD!
1. If you’re a veteran, active duty military, member of the Guard of Reserve, or a military spouse, register for free at HOH.GreatJob.net.  

1. Also, you can search and apply to jobs available at this event and build your resume at www.IllinoisHiringOurHeroes.jobs.

1. If you’re a service provider or looking for a way to help, you can forward this opportunity and/or the attached flyer to any that may be interested.

1. If you have questions, please call (202) 463-5807 or email hiringourheroes@uschamber.com.  

SPONSOR / PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
This GE-sponsored Hiring Our Heroes job fair is being conducted by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Amtrak, the Department of Labor Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (DOL VETS), IDVA, the Illinois Committee of the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR), the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, The American Legion, Illinois Department of Employment Security, NBC News, and other local partners. 

Small Business Sales Rise, But Hiring Lags 
By Jeremy Quittner  on Inc.com, 6/24/13 - As private companies continue to bounce back from the financial crisis, they're doing more with fewer people.  Keeping pace with and driving the economic recovery, small businesses continue to revive, while hiring lags.  That's the news from the just-released May private company survey by financial analysis firm Sageworks, of New York.  Sageworks studies the financial statements of 1,000 private companies and bases its monthly research on sales growth for the previous six months.  Read more at http://www.inc.com/jeremy-quittner/sageworks-may-research-report.html

Invest In American Manufacturing? 
By Bill Conerly on Forbes.com, 5/23/13 - Is manufacturing a good bet in America these days? The talk about reshoring, in which companies return to the United States those operations that they had previously located in a foreign country, is spurring renewed interest in factories here. Let’s roll through five key points about the outlook for manufacturing.

1. Manufacturing was never as weak as it seemed.
2. Labor costs are far less significant now
3. American energy costs are coming down
4. The faster changing world places a value on speed and flexibility
5. The web of connections is important

Read more at this link:  http://www.forbes.com/sites/billconerly/2013/05/23/invest-in-american-manufacturing-five-charts-for-your-business-decision/

When it Comes to the Skills Gap, Perceptions Matter 
By Christiana McFarland, 4/10/13 - This post examines city officials’ perceptions about the labor market as well as skills challenges that may be posing structural barriers to sustained local and national recovery.
The changing nature and composition of the economy has highlighted the necessity of a local workforce with skills that are appropriately aligned and matched with employer demand.  Unfortunately, more than one in two city officials (53%) report that current local workforce skills are posing a problem for the economic health of their communities. Nearly nine in 10 city officials (88%) note that workforce alignment has not improved over the past year.

We know that a so-called “skills gap” is not the only driver of challenges in the labor market. A skills gap is often the perception, or face, of a much more complex and tangled web of trends relating to a shrinking labor force, long term unemployment, underemployment and divergent hiring patterns.  The facts are stark: the labor market is shrinking, the economy is not creating enough jobs, and those dropping out appear to be in the prime of their working years, ages 25-54. The longer this continues, the more likely this pool will become unemployed in the longer-term, with deterioration of skills, networks and trust in the market to provide opportunity for them.
Read more at http://citiesspeak.org/2013/04/10/when-it-comes-to-the-skills-gap-perceptions-matter/

Program Success of the Week - Associated Research
Associated Research, a manufacturer of electrical safety testers based in Lake Forest, is an active small business exporter. Outside North America, Europe is a priority market for the company, where it maintains a number of strong distribution partnerships. The company’s main competitors are also very active in Europe.  Laura Flamm, at the Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago (ICNC) International Trade Center, met with David Larsson at Associated Research to discuss earning CE certification for new products.  Earning this designation would open European markets for new Associated products including a ground bond tester for alternate energy and solar testing applications.

Laura helped Associated apply a for STEP grant to help pay for the costs to gain the CE designation.  The firm successfully completed the CE certification process with ICNC ITC and STEP assistance in May of this year.  Associated expects to sell 100 additional units in Europe because of the CE designation.  Congratulations to Laura and Associated Research for this exciting success.

WebCATS Updates - Deleting Records
If you're not able to delete a record, regardless of whether or not you created it, it's due to one of the following reasons: (1) you do not have delete permissions for the center that owns the record and/or (2) you do not have delete permissions for the type of record you are attempting to delete.  As a general rule of thumb, Outreach Systems recommends that no user, regardless of their role within the organization, have delete permissions! While there may be times when you do need to delete a record, generally speaking it is best to ask an administrator to delete a record if a legitimate mistake has been made. This prevents accidental deletions since all deletions are permanent. http://www.outreachsystems.com/resources/help/webcats/faq.jsp?id=19

Resource of the Week - US Dept. of Commerce Data
Follow the link below to an article with more links to data compiled by the US Commerce Dept.  http://www.commerce.gov/blog/2013/06/19/commerce%E2%80%99s-economic-data-goldmine-small-businesses

What's New On CenterConnect 
On CenterConnect you will find the updated SBA Lenders Performance list for Fiscal Year 2013, starting from 10/01/12 to 5/31/13. 

Moves and News
Very Special Congratulations to Emily Carter who has just been announced as the new State Director for the Connecticut SBDC.  Please join us in Congratulating Emily on her new position and also wishing her a very, very Happy Birthday! ! Congratulations Emily! ! 

Connecticut Small Business Development Center Names New State Director 
STORRS, CT (July 8, 2013) — Emily Carter has been named State Director for the Connecticut Small Business Development Center (CT SBDC), hosted by the University of Connecticut (UConn). 

Emily is a third generation entrepreneur bringing more than twenty years of small business experience to this program. Most recently at Southern Illinois University Carbondale (SIUC), Ms. Carter serves as the Director of Entrepreneurship and Business Development in the Office of Economic and Regional Development, which is comprised of a Small Business Development Center, Entrepreneurship Center, Manufacturing Extension Center and the International Trade Center. 

“Emily understands that leveraging a diverse mix of resources; government, academia and community leaders, results in stronger programs necessary to create a go-to a resource for companies working to expand business, markets or to startup”, states Mary Holz-Clause, Vice President of the Office of Economic Development (OED) at UConn. “Emily is a wonderful asset for the CT SBDC as well as a contributing member of UConn’s OED leadership team.” 

Small businesses in Connecticut represent 97 percent of all employers and employ 50 percent of the private-sector workforce. “CT SBDC needs a person who’s dedicated to creating and sustaining jobs in Connecticut. Someone with the ability to foster beneficial partnerships throughout the state will be essential for the leadership of this program,” says Bernard Sweeney, U.S. Small Business Administration District Director for the State of Connecticut. “Emily’s the person.” 

The Connecticut Small Business Development Center is an integral part of Governor Malloy’s economic development strategy. Cooperating with our MetroChamber partners, CT SBDC will play a crucial role in delivering advice and counseling services to small businesses across Connecticut,” said Catherine Smith, Commissioner of Connecticut’s Department of Economic and Community Development. “Emily’s blend of academic training and experience at SIUC has prepared her well for this role, and we’re looking forward to working with her.” 

Ms. Carter is a two-degree graduate of Southern Illinois University Carbondale, earning a bachelor of science in marketing in and a master of business administration. 

The CT SBDC is a statewide program that provides no-cost business advising and low-cost training to all entrepreneurs in the state starting or growing their own business. Small business owners and entrepreneurs can use the center’s development resources and meet with professional business advisors to learn more about everything from startup planning and marketing, to loan package development, international trade, disaster recovery assistance and growth strategies. 

The CT SBDC operates through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration and in partnership with the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), the MetroChambers Alliance, the Women’s Business Development Council (WBDC), SCORE and several service providers, lenders and business partners across the state. 

For more information on the Connecticut Small Business Development Center and the services they provide to small businesses and entrepreneurs throughout the state, visit www.ctsbdc.org.

America’s SBDC Network Connection
The latest July 4, 2013 edition of America’s SBDC Network Connection Newsletter can be viewed below.
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Business Plan Pro 
By: Palo Alto Software
     [image: Description: Description: Description: Sponsor Level]
Business Planning Just Got Easier. Three out of four businesses choose Business Plan Pro to save time, avoid mistakes, and create winning plans that get results. With over 500 sample business plans and expert advice and guidance everywhere you need it, Business Plan Pro takes the guesswork out of writing a business plan.
  
Learn more...

	



	 
Mark Your Calendar
 Click on the links below to learn more about each event.
 
SBDCGlobal Director Certification Series 
July 9-Sept. 17th, 2013
 
GrowthWheel® Open Intro Webinar "Goodbye Business Plan. Hello Action!"
July 16, 2013 3-4 PM EST
August 6, 2013 3-4 PM EST
 
Annual Pre-Conference Orientation Webinar
August 7, 2013 , 3 pm EST
 
Go Global Seminars
Ongoing
 
AES Compliance Seminar and AESPcLink Training 
Click here for more events. 
 
Small Business Lending Industry Events
Ongoing
 
Dept. of Energy Small Business Summits
Ongoing
 
2013 Annual Conference
Sept. 9-11th, 2013

	



	 
News You Can Use  
 
Braddock's The World Is Your Market: Exporting Made Easier for Small Businesses
 
AARP & SBA Webinars
 
America's SBDC International Trade Group
 
Procurement Opportunities Guide
FREE DOWNLOAD!
LETTER TEMPLATE
 
2013 SBA Accreditation Contract Update
  
SBA Advisory Board Report 
 
National Impact Survey
 
The Conference Webpage
 
Quickbooks' Training Licenses
Contact Brett Thibodeau for info on how to access a 2012 license. Need Technical Assistance? Call Quickbooks Licensing Help Desk at (888) 246-8848
 
Updating Center Info 
Simply click here to take a look. If you need to make a change contact your state's lead center office. Email Ann Maltese for more info. 



	Join the America's SBDC Members Group

	
This exclusive group boasts over 300 SBDC counselors and directors who post, share and discuss a variety of small business and industry topics every day.

Please note: This is for members of the America's SBDC only. 
 
Join the discussion now.



	 Quick Links

	Website
 
SBDC Members Only
  
SBDC Career Opportunities
 
Sponsors
 
SBDCNet



	The Network Connection is distributed to ALL subscribing members of the nationwide network of  the America's SBDC (ASBDC).  If you are a member of the SBDC network and would like to subscribe to the Network Connection, please  email or call us (703)764-9850.






			America's SBDC Network Connection


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK40]
	Happy Fourth of July[image: Description: Description: Description: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs183/1101380815442/img/804.jpg]  
 The America's SBDC office will be closed Thursday, July 4th - 5th.



	Recently in the America's SBDC Blog...  
Click here to take a look. Subscribe today! Feel free to share articles, just link it back to our page.
1. Decoding Payment Jargon 
1. 5 Pieces of Advice for Entrepreneurial MBAs



	SBDCs in the News
America's SBDC is collecting stories of the SBDC's in the news. If you have news to share, please email marketing@asbdc-us.org.
1. Blind entrepreneur turns whip-making hobby into business
1. Business Owner Pedals To Success With Leg Up From Development Center
1. SBA wants to cut fee on its smaller dollar loans
1. Counseling, mentoring, resources and more for small businesses
  


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK41]
	New Webinar Series                          
Goodbye Business Plan. Hello Action
 New Approaches for SBDC counselors to help Client Companies Make Decisions and Take Action

Register Now!
July 16, 2013 3-4 PM EST
August 6, 2013 3-4 PM EST 
Key topics and take away:
1. How to avoid blind spots and tunnel vision
1. Giving clients a full 360-degree perspective on growing their business
1. How to better assist without useless business plan documents
1. Giving clients faster ways to make decisions and take action
1. How to save time and empower clients to do more work
1. Giving clients a simple language for the conversations about business
David Madié of GrowthWheel® who is an America's SBDC sponsor, speaker and exhibitor, presents in this 1-hour online event new ideas that have changed the way hundreds of SBDC business counselors around the country work with their clients.
Today more than 900 business advisors in 19 US states, and 18 other countries around the world, have become GrowthWheel® Certified Business Advisors. Founded as a company to help entrepreneurs in 2005, GrowthWheel® began professional development and training business counselors on the proprietary GrowthWheel toolbox in 2008. 
GrowthWheelInternational based in New York City and Copenhagen, Denmark, trains business advisors to counsel start-up and high-growth companies about making decisions and taking action.



	National Rebrand- Update
38 states/regions have adopted the new national rebrand logos in some form or another. The enthusiasm has been fantastic and we are delighted to hear about the success.
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All states in red have adopted the new America's SBDC logo(s)
All states in blue have not adopted the new America's SBDC logo(s)
Mississippi recently voted to adopt the new logo but have yet to do so.
All regions of Texas besides the North Texas Region have adopted the new logo.
 All regions of California besides San Diego & Imperial Region and Orange County Inland Empire have adopted the new logo (which is why it is still in blue).
The Pacific Islands have adopted the new logo (not shown).
Information was collected on July 2, 2013.



	SBDC Success Stories 
America's SBDC is collecting and sharing SBDC Success Stories. Please include the SBDC center name, state, client name, story and a photo. Click here for a sample. Email us.
 
State: Wyoming
Center: WSBDC Region 6
Client: Scott Robeson Custom Woodworking, Scott Robeson
Story: 
Scott Robeson's fine woodworking skills were nearly lost forever; after [image: Description: Description: Description: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs183/1101380815442/img/806.jpg]twenty years of custom building, Scott was ready to quit and do something else. It seemed no one was interested in his artful, custom kitchens as cabinets could be purchased at lower cost from big-box building stores. Something needed to be done; Scott knew he needed strategies to better appeal to his target market. Enter the Wyoming Entrepreneur crew.
 
An SBDC advisor helped Scott apply for a Trade Show Grant from the Wyoming Business Council and encouraged him to visit a trade show prior to exhibiting. Scott built an exquisite kitchen, which showcases many of the door styles, stains, knobs, drawers and special features he crafts. The model kitchen is easy to set up and take down when utilized for tradeshows. At the Billings Home Show, Scott won second place and he acquired new customers. (more)



	Conference Corner
 
[image: Description: Description: Description: 2013 Logo]Save the Date! Monday, September 9 - 12, 2013
  
The first Conference Newsletter was released on Monday, June 17th. Look for the monthly editions mid-month through September!
  
Registration is open!
  
Ready to book your hotel room in Orlando? 
  
What workshops are available? 
  
Would you like to sponsor or exhibit? 
 
The Conference Webpage



	SBDC Career Opportunities

June 24, 2013 - Chillicothe, Missouri. Center Director, Chillicothe SBTDC. For details, click here
June 21, 2013 - Bethel, Alaska. Center Director, Alaska SBDC Bethel Office. For details, click here. June 20, 2013 - Rochester, Minnesota. Regional Director, Southeast Minnesota SBDC. For details, click here. (Posting closes July 5, 2013)
June 18, 2013 - Des Moines, Iowa. International Trade Center Director, Iowa SBDC. For details, click here. 
June 14, 2013 - San Jose, California. Program Manager, Silicon Valley SBDC.  For details, click here.
June 14, 2013 - San Jose, California. Finance Manager, Silicon Valley SBDC. For details, click here.
June 14, 2013 - College Park, Maryland. Marketing  and Training Coordinator, Capital Region SBDC. For details, click here. June 13, 2013 - Rome, Georgia. Business Consultant, University of Georgia SBDC - Rome office. For details, click here.
 
Click here to visit the Career Opportunities page.
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and DCEO Office of Entrepreneurship, Innovation & Technology each Monday
to members of the DCEO Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates on small business issues, 
opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would like to share with the Network please e-mail to Tom.Becker@illinois.gov.
Please feel free to forward this update to other interested resource providers and key stakeholders
[bookmark: _GoBack]===========================================================================--------=================================
Accredited Member - America's Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC)
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