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December 24, 2007
SPECIAL NOTE:   In celebration of the Holidays the IEN Weekly Connection will not be distributed on Monday, December 31st.   The next edition will be on Monday, January 7th.    Season’s Greetings to all of you and the very, very best for a Happy, Peaceful and Prosperous 2008!
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Delays in Vendor Payments
All state agencies, employees, state vendors and payees should be advised that the current delays affecting payments out of the state's General Revenue Fund (GRF) are expected to continue and likely lengthen throughout the remainder of calendar year 2007 and into calendar year 2008. Under optimal revenue conditions, or for payments from non-GRF funds, the Office of the Comptroller (IOC) can issue a warrant within 2-4 days after a proper voucher is presented to our office. However currently, substantially more GRF bills or vouchers have been submitted to the IOC than incoming revenues or cash on hand permits to be processed on a timely basis We do not anticipate that there will be sufficient GRF revenues to significantly reduce current payment backlogs for the near future.

Please note that the majority of payments out of the General Revenue Fund will continue to be delayed due to the lack of sufficient and/or timely revenues. At this time, these delays are in excess of 30 business days and are expected to increase over the next several months. 

Comptroller Hynes has directed IOC staff to continue to work with state agencies and state payees to minimize any disruptions created by these circumstances and to assist in identifying critical payment issues. The IOC recognizes the considerable difficulties created by these conditions and asks for the continued cooperation of all parties concerned to address a situation that is beyond our office's control. The IOC will process as many payments on a daily basis as available revenues allow. Your patience and understanding is greatly appreciated. http://www.ioc.state.il.us/PaymentDelays.cfm 
Entrepreneur in Residence Program
The Entrepreneur in Residence Program has been officially announced.  The objective of the Entrepreneur in Residence Program is to attract serial entrepreneurs and expert managerial talent to commercialize technology and create economic growth in Illinois.  The program will match top innovative talent (industrial and academic researchers) with top entrepreneurial talent (entrepreneur in resident).  Experienced entrepreneurial talent will focus on creating new high-impact companies in Illinois by commercializing the most promising technologies.  The Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center (CEC) will coordinate the Entrepreneur in Residence Program including the outreach, recruitment, assessment and selection of eight to twelve Entrepreneurs in Residence (EIR).  The CEC will work with an experienced selection committee to ensure that the program is targeted to serial technology entrepreneurs.

The pilot EIR program will also include a pool of grants funds ($800K) to support the new business venture.  Allowable expenses include, but are not limited to: prototype development, technology assessments, intellectual property protection, market assessments and detailed market and/or industry analysis.  Grant funding is intended to propel the company forward in a meaningful way toward first round professional financing.  Grant funds may not be used to financially compensate the entrepreneur.  I certainly encourage you to contact Jason Felger (jason@chicagolandec.org) with the Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center if you are aware of potential EIR candidates and/or business opportunities.  For more information regarding the EIR program, please visit the program website at http://www.chicagolandec.org .

The Department also announced a grant to the Illinois Technology Association to develop and administer the IL-Celerate Program.  This initiative will help to nurture young entrepreneurs who have a promising idea or technology. To achieve these goals, the IL-Celerate Program will initially sponsor five separate “seed stage” companies through a twelve-week process as they develop technology companies.  At the end of the process, each of the companies will have a completed prototype-stage product or service that will serve as the base for which they will continue to grow. Participating companies will receive grant awards up to $15,000.  

Participants will also receive office space and associated services including furniture, Internet access, phone service, and conference facilities in the ITA’s TechNexus.  The TechNexus is a 26,000 sq. ft technology community center developed to support the ongoing collaboration of the technology community in the state of Illinois. In addition, companies in the IL-Celerate program will participate in a number of networking activities with leading practitioners from areas of specific need to seed-stage companies, and will receive membership in the ITA.  For more information regarding the IL-Celerate Program, please contact Fred Hoch (fhoch@illinoistech.org) with the ITA.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding these programs.  Best wishes to you and your family during this holiday season.  I look forward to working with you in the new year.

John Barr

Illinois Department of Commerce

and Economic Opportunity

100 West Randolph, Suite 3-400

Chicago, IL 60601

312-814-2259 (voice)

312-814-0999 (fax)

2006 USPTO Patents per 100,000 Employees by State 
Patent activity is a commonly used indicator of a state or region’s innovation capacity. SSTI has prepared a table illustrating the number of patents issued from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) per 100,000 employees for every state and the District of Columbia for each of the five years from 2002 to 2006. Additionally, the percent change in patents per employee over the five-year period was calculated. For the U.S. as a whole, including Puerto Rico and Guam, the per-employee number of patents rose 0.89 percent, from 75.7 patents per 100,000 workers in 2002 to 76.4 patents per worker in 2006. 

The location of origin for each patent was determined by identifying the residence of the first-named inventor on the patent. In 2006, Idaho led the nation with 266.8 patents per 100,000 workers employed in the state. This was followed by California (161.5), Vermont (160.3), Oregon (149.2), and Massachusetts (136.7). The District of Columbia had the lowest number (10.3 patents), along with Mississippi, Alaska, West Virginia and Arkansas. 

The state experiencing the largest increase of patents per employee was Washington, with a 46 percent increase from 2006 to 2002. This was followed by Oregon (36.8 percent), Massachusetts (14.1 percent), Kansas (13.4 percent) and California (12.9 percent). Idaho led the nation in patents per employee every year since 2002, but was among the states that had the largest decrease over five-year period. 

SSTI's table is available at: http://www.ssti.org/Digest/Tables/121907t.htm  Patent Counts by Country/State and Year was produced by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and is available at: http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/ido/oeip/taf/cst_all.pdf 

NDE Newsletter

Please click on http://www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde/news/nde-news.htm for the latest newsletter from the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship. 

SEDAC December 2007 Newsletter

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center’s December 2007 newsletter can be accessed at http://smartenergy.arch.uiuc.edu/pdf/newsletter3_12.pdf 

2007 SBA Accomplishments
Click on the link below to view a report on the 2007 accomplishments for the U. S. Small Business Administration

http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/sba_homepage/sba2007_accomplishments.pdf 

Small Businesses Lead U.S. Growth
Report Documents Small Firms’ Significant Economic Impacts in 2006 - Small businesses continued to lead growth in the U.S. economy in 2006, according to a report issued today by the Office of Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

“Today’s report shows that overall, small firms continue to drive a resilient U.S. economy,” said Advocacy Chief Economist Chad Moutray. “In releasing this 

annual small business research report, we are pleased also to showcase new research by economists in the field of small business and entrepreneurship.” 

Moutray released the report at a December 19 meeting of the Rotary Club of Washington, DC.  The study, The Small Business Economy: A Report to the 

President for 2007, (http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/sb_econ2007.pdf) is the Office of Advocacy’s annual report on the state of small business in America. 

The report reviews the economic environment for small businesses in the year 2006, including the financial and federal procurement marketplaces. New research focuses on minority- and veteran-owned businesses, social entrepreneurship, and pre-venture planning. Other chapters and appendices provide data on small business and an update on Office of Advocacy initiatives.

The Office of Advocacy, the “small business watchdog” of the federal government, examines the role and status of small business in the economy and independently represents the views of small business to federal agencies, Congress, and the President. It is the source for small business statistics presented in user-friendly formats, and it funds research into small business issues.

For more information and a complete copy of the report, visit the Office of Advocacy website at www.sba.gov/advo . Print copies are also available upon 

request to the Office of Advocacy (202) 205-6533.
Softshare Times Newsletter

For those that have not yet received it, the latest issue of Softshare Times newsletter for business development centers, is ready for viewing at: www.catseasily.com/company/newsletter/Times.pdf.
Website of the Week - www.asbdc-us.org/News/2007_12_13_PaloAlto.html
Palo Alto Makes Complimentary Business Plan Pro AND Marketing Plan ProSoftware Available to SBDC Personnel.
At the ASBDC Annual Conference in Denver, our good friends at Palo Alto Software made complimentary copies of Palo Alto's Business Plan Pro Version 11 available to all SBDC conference attendees. Palo Alto is now making Business Plan Pro Version 11, AND Marketing Plan Pro, available to ALL SBDC personnel.  ASBDC is extremely appreciative of the continuing support that Palo Alto Software provides ASBDC and America's Small Business Development Center Network.  To access additional information and to register to receive this complimentary Palo Alto software, please click here or here
http://www.paloalto.com/sbdc/sbdc_free.cfm 
Resource of the Week - FAMEE Foundation

The mission of the Foundation for the Advancement of Marketing Excellence in Entrepreneurs (FAMEE) is to advance excellence in entrepreneurs through ongoing education and consultation in marketing and customer management to build profitable, growing revenue streams and satisfied, long-term customers in small to medium sized companies.  Consultants employed by not-for-profit organizations who support entrepreneurs (SBDC, WBC, Chambers, Minority Development, Extension Programs, SCORE, MEP, etc) are eligible to participate in the foundation as a FAMEE Fellow.  The FAMEE Fellow Program provides:

* Consultant training on entrepreneurial marketing systems
* Client consulting support materials (handouts, books, workbooks, etc)
* Web-based self study programs
* A consultant certification program
* A web-based location for idea exchange with other FAMEE Fellows
* Revenue opportunities for their organizations
* An annual conference targeted at both consultants and clients
* Opportunities to give back to the foundation
These programs will be offered to prospective FAMEE Fellows and their clients at no cost with foundation membership. The annual value for FAMEE Fellows is over $1,200. Annual benefits for your clients exceed $1,000.  Please visit their website which is: www.famee.org or contact them at info@famee.org or call 785-865-7390 for information.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
