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We wish that each of you, your family and loved 
ones have a fantastic Christmas Holiday and a 

Peaceful, Prosperous and Joyful New Year ! ! !
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December 21, 2009 
In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  PUBLIC MEETING ON 8(a) RULES

-  NONEMPLOYERS START UP PUZZLE

-  SBA & DELL – STRATEGIES FOR GROWTH SERIES

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.wetrainillinois.org
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK  
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

NOTE:  The IEN Weekly Connection will not be 

distributed on December 28th.  Look for the 

next edition in your in-box on Monday, January 4th.

PUBLIC MEETING ON 8(a) RULES

REMINDER - The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announces it is holding a public meeting in Chicago, Illinois on the proposed changes to the 8(a) Business Development (BD) Program Regulations and Small Business Size Regulations.  Testimony and   comments presented at the public comment meetings will become part of the administrative record as comments addressing the proposed changes.

The public meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19, 2010 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Prospective participants must pre-register for the session on or before Friday, January 15, 2010.

Send pre-registration requests to attend and/or testify to Ms. Latrice Andrews, SBA’s Office of Business Development at   Latrice.Andrews@sba.gov, telephone number (202) 205-5852, or by facsimile to (202) 481-4042.  Please include the following information relating to the person testifying:  Name, Organization affiliation, Address, Telephone number, E-mail address, and Fax number.  For information on facilities or services for individuals with disabilities or to request special assistance at the public meetings, contact Ms. Latrice Andrews.

The public meeting will be conducted at the U.S. Small Business Administration, Illinois District Office, 500 West Madison Street, Suite 1150, in Conference Rooms A & B.

For security purposes the Visitor’s Center at 500 West Madison requires that the names of all registrants and SBA employees who are not members of the Illinois District Office staff be submitted to them prior to the meeting.  Also, attendees must have a valid State ID/Driver’s License to present upon arrival to gain access to the building.

The public meeting will consist of a panel of SBA representatives who will preside over the session.  The oral and written testimony will become part of the administrative record for SBA’s consideration.  Written testimony may be submitted in lieu of oral testimony.  SBA officials may ask questions of a presenter to clarify or further explain the testimony.  The purpose of the public meetings is to allow the general public to comment on SBA’s proposed rulemaking.  SBA requests that the comments focus on the proposed changes.  SBA also requests that commentators do not raise their testimony.  SBA will accept written material that the presenter wishes to provide that further supplements his or her testimony.  Electronic or digitized copies are encouraged.

NONEMPLOYERS START UP PUZZLE

Tough Labor Markets Tied to Startups of Smallest Firms, Study Finds - Much has been said about small employers of up to 500 workers, but little is known about the three-quarters of firms in the economy that are “nonemployers,” generating full- or part-time work for their owners. A new study examines basic statistics about the entry and exit of these very small firms. In contrast to employer firms, which often start as a response to an economic opportunity in the marketplace, nonemployer firms are often started as an occupational decision. 
“Nonemployers represent the largest but possibly least understood segment of the business population,” said Susan M. Walthall, Acting Chief Counsel for Advocacy. “Their numbers show that they make significant economic contributions, so it is important that the role of these very small businesses be understood.”  

            

The paper issued today, The Nonemployer Startup Puzzle (http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs354tot.pdf ) by Zoltan Acs, Brian Headd, and Hezekiah Agwara, uses special tabulations produced by the U.S. Census Bureau’s Nonemployer Statistics and funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy. For data years 2002-2004, the Census Bureau matched nonemployers across years to determine entry and exit by major industry and state. Among the findings are the following:

 *  Nonemployer firms have entry rates about three times those of employer firms. Of existing companies in 2004, 34.3 percent of nonemployers were new and 12.6 percent of employers were new.

 *  Exit rates in the time period studied were lower but similar to entry rate levels for both nonemployers and employers.

 *  Entry and exit rates, collectively referred to as turnover, seem to be associated with an industry’s economies of scale, or the amount of capital needed for entry. For example, mining, with high economies of scale, had low turnover rates, while services, with low economies of scale, had high turnover rates.

 * The econometric model found, after controlling for population growth, that states’ unemployment rates were positively correlated with nonemployer entry. 

For a copy of the paper, visit the Office of Advocacy website at www.sba.gov/advo .

SBA & DELL – STRATEGIES FOR GROWTH SERIES

SBA, Dell Launch New Educational Video Series to Help Small Businesses Grow, Create Jobs - Highlighting the experiences of successful entrepreneurs, the U.S. Small Business Administration and Dell today launched an online video series offering tools and strategies to help small business owners rebound from the economic recession and put themselves in a position to expand and create jobs.

Strategies for Growth: Advice for Expanding Your Business includes real-world insight, solutions and advice from small business owners who’ve succeeded, in good and bad economic times.  Additionally, the series draws on the expertise of counselors, policy makers and others for accessing resources and tools available to small business owners.

The Strategies for Growth video series highlights key topics that engage small business owners in issues critical to small business growth.  These areas include Planning for Growth, Government Contracting, Team Building, Marketing, Technology, Exporting Opportunities, and Disaster Recovery.  Also featured is a Profiles of Success segment that spotlights two successful entrepreneurs.
The Strategies for Growth video series features a range of growing small businesses from across the country, including a design firm, a vegetarian restaurant and bakery, and a green construction company.  They are:

Grace Dittmar, Trusted Mission Solutions of McLean, Va.

Warren Brown, CakeLove of Washington, D.C. 

Don Matzkin and Anthony Bracali, Friday Architects of Philadelphia, Pa.

Juan and Luis Yépez, Mainstream Global of Lawrence, Mass.

Ann-Marie Harrington, Embolden of Pawtucket, R.I.

Laurie Benson, Inacom of Madison, Wis.

Bryan Vulcan, FourFront Design of Rapid City, S.D.

Avinash Rachmale, Lakeshore Engineering of Detroit, Mich.

Jenna Sellmeyer and Jennifer Fogg, ASSET Group of Oklahoma City, Okla.

Jesus & Luisa Mendoza, Mr. Natural of Austin, Texas

Andrew Kruse, Southwest Windpower of Flagstaff, Ariz.

Mary Tappouni, Breaking Ground Construction of Jacksonville, Fla.

The SBA provides free small business counseling and training through a variety of programs, services and resource partners like the Illinois SBDC, located throughout country.  Each of the business owners featured in Strategies for Growth benefited from a variety of training and resource tools offered by the SBA. 
Strategies for Growth is available on the SBA’s Web site at http://www.sba.gov/strategiesforgrowth/  and at the SBA’s YouTube channel at www.YouTube.com/sba.  Each topic is indexed by subject and includes additional resources for entrepreneurs.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 
Congratulations to Rita Haake the Illinois PTAC Director at COD.  Rita graduated the 1st client in the U.S. in Federal Contracting Certification (FCC) level 1 sponsored the Veterans Administration.  This course is designed to provide commercial vendors who engage in government contracting with fundamental knowledge and skills to interpret, propose to, communicate and successfully perform on a government contract. Through a series of on-line training modules provided by Defense Acquisition University, the student should achieve the Basic Understanding (Level 1) of the fundamentals of federal contracting, such as Federal Acquisition Regulations, Quality, Ethics, Marketing, Contract Types, Source Selection Procedures, and more.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

In early 2010 the IEN will be upgrading to WebCATS eCenter 2.1.  This will allow for greater flexibility and a host of new features on eCenter Direct.  There will also be a need to clean up any duplicate clients in the WebCATS system.  We are currently working with Outreach systems to obtain a list of duplicates by center.  In the coming weeks we will be sending this information to individual centers and are asking your assistance in cleaning up duplicate clients.  More direction will follow in the coming week.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.wetrainillinois.org
Envision a versatile and responsive statewide training/consulting group with the ability to tailor high quality, on-demand, just-in-time training to the specific needs of your business, healthcare, government or

industry organization. As the largest training provider in the state, The Illinois Community Colleges weTRaIN network serves nearly 3,000 firms each year through 36 training sites. Supported by 100 statewide representatives working in partnership with some of the nation's top training firms, weTRaIN provides easy and affordable access to world-class training, resources, and support services. 

Visit the weTRaIN website at www.wetrainillinois.org
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK -  STARTUP PROFESSIONALS BLOG 

The Startup Professionals blog is an interesting site worth checking out. You can access this resource at http://blog.startupprofessionals.com/     The site is run by Martin Zwilling, CEO & Founder of Startup Professionals, Inc; Callaman Ventures Board Member and Executive in Residence; Advisory Board Member for multiple startups; Arizona Angels Selection Committee; Entrepreneur in Residence at ASU and Thunderbird School of Global Management. The blog entitled Startup Professionals Musings contains selected ideas and assistance for entrepreneurs and startup founders.  

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

The January 2010 edition of the IRS News for Business can now be found on CenterConnect.    

MOVES AND NEWS 

Special Congratulations go out to Bob Hansen the director of the Illinois SBDC at Joliet Junior College.   At the end of the month Bob will be retiring from the Illinois SBDC and JCC after many years of dedicated and distinguished service to Illinois small businesses.  Please join us in thanking Bob for his long-time service to the SBDC program and for his work in support of many pre-venture and existing business clients. Thank You, Bob and again Congratulations on your retirement.   ENJOY ! ! 
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 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
