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Happy Holidays
All of us in the Entrepreneurship and Small Business Office would like to wish you and your loved ones the very, very best for this Holiday Season.  We also hope you have a very peaceful and prosperous New Year ! ! !

 

2005 Year End Reporting
Please accept this note as another reminder to promptly complete your input of all counseling, training and economic impact information.  As we come into the end of the calendar year each center must make sure all the activity, services, training and economic impact information is gathered and entered into the WebCATS system.  It is extremely important that ALL information for CY 2005 is input into the system by COB on January 9, 2006.   Thank you for your continued support and service to the Illinois small business community.   

 

Opportunities for Manufacturers in the Homeland Security Market
Building on his State of the State commitment to create jobs and economic growth by making Illinois a center for innovation and product development in the homeland security industry, Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich today announced the third in a series of free forums to help businesses throughout the state identify homeland security market opportunities.  “Opportunities for Manufacturers in the Homeland Security Market” will be held from 8:30am to 5:00pm on February 9th, 2006, at the Peoria Holiday Inn City Centre.  The event is presented by the Homeland Security Market Development Bureau within the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and Illinois Central College’s Procurement Technical Assistance Center, in partnership with Caterpillar, Inc., the Tooling & Manufacturing Association and the Employers’ Association.  www.hsmd.illinois.gov. See attachment for more information. 

 

Administrative Lean Principles Workshop
Attached a flier for the upcoming IMEC Administrative Lean Principles with Simulation activity that will be held on January 11, 2006 in Effingham.

Report Documents Rural Digital Divide
A new report issued recently by the Office of Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration provides detail on the rural digital divide. The report documents greater broadband use by small businesses in urban areas compared with small businesses in rural areas. Written by Telenomic Research with funding from the Office of Advocacy the report, Broadband Use by Rural Small Business, (http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs269tot.pdf) was released in Indianapolis at a broadband access forum hosted by USDA Rural Development, United States Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN), Indiana Lieutenant Governor Becky Skillman, and the Indiana Office of Rural Affairs. The report’s author reviewed a number of reports showing links between information technology investment, broadband penetration, and economic growth. These results, combined with documented lower levels of rural small business broadband use, indicate that without increased broadband access rural economies could miss out on higher levels of growth and job creation.

 

Entrepreneur Magazine Articles
Attached you will find several Entrepreneur Magazine Articles that you may find of interest.   As part of the Illinois SBDC you may share these articles with you clients, utilize them in your own newsletters or post them on your websites.  Another tool provided to you through the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network. 

 
Small Business $mart Energy Webcast 

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity would like to make you aware of the Small Business $mart Energy Webcast scheduled for January 18, 2006.  Webcast information is outlined below and additional information is in the attached document.  Please forward to any contacts who might be interested in participating.
The webcast will be broadcast live via the Internet on January 18, 2006, from    10 am until 12 pm CST, from the WILL studios on the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign campus.  The two-hour event will be hosted by Mark Nussbaum, whose highly publicized Oak Park firm, Architectural Consulting Engineers, recently conducted the feasibility study and developed conceptual designs for updating Frank Lloyd Wright’s Unity Temple mechanical systems.  With him will be an expert panel, who will discuss program participants and energy efficiency issues, and will answer questions from viewers with real-time responses.

       The webcast will take place from 10 am--noon CST on Wednesday, January 18th, 2006.  It will be broadcast live from the WILL studios on the UIUC campus and will include pre-taped case studies.


       Webcast will be targeted towards business owners, developers, utility personnel, media, contractors, dealers, architects, engineers, government employees, Small Business Administration affiliates, related informational organizations and general consumers.


       Mark Nussbaum, Architectural Consulting Engineers, will host the event with expert panelists

      Alan Chalifoux, SEDAC

      Blaise Stoltenberg, Midwest Sustainable


      Bob Dickey, Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative


      Dan Ramey, Centralia Home Center


         Together, the host and panel will discuss issues relating to small businesses and their ever-increasing energy costs.  These discussions will include topics such as: 


      Program participant case studies, including:

         Halbrook Auto Body, Shelbyville, IL

         Chicago Tube & Iron, 

         East Moline Glass, East Moline, IL


      New building codes and standards, 


      How businesses can take advantage of tax credits made available by the 2005 U.S. Energy Policy Act, 


      Various energy efficiency upgrades businesses can implement,


      Low-cost/no-cost changes that can be made to save energy, 


      Considerations for different ages and kinds of buildings (metal, brick, wood, etc.),


      Financial analysis using monthly cash flow and return-on-investment, 


      How energy efficiency can help a business maintain long-term competitiveness by becoming more energy efficient today.

 



For more information about the event or to sign up as a viewer, please follow this link: http://webcast.sedac.org.   The webcast will also be archived and available for viewing following the event.


Sites with strong internet connections are needed to host videoconference viewings for industry groups.  Hosting an event where this webcast will be shown is a great opportunity to gather association members, bring together a number of business decision makers and/or to join team members together to learn how they, too, can help small businesses to increase their profits through this program.  Your event can be publicized through our marketing efforts, should you choose to opt in as a public event-hosting site, offering you a great opportunity to expose more interested parties to not only this very beneficial program, but your services as well.  For more information please contact: Jessica Commins, SEDAC, 202/558-6413 or Jessica@SEDAC.org.

We hope you will find this information useful and we encourage you to forward this notice to a friend or colleague. If you have any questions or comments, please contact us at webcast@sedac.org and we will work to assist you in any way we are able.
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	Quality Management System pays off 



Lean Solutions Reduce Company's Lead Time by 65% 



INSIDE 
IMEC Introduces New Strategic Repositioning Event: MarketShare 
Reinvesting In U.S.-Based Production 
Illinois Metal Fabricators Well Served by Fabricators & Manufacturers Association, Intl. (FMA) 
IMEC Part of Supplier Development Consortium 
ISS Implements System to Stop Quality Problems Before They Occur 
Lean Solutions Reduce Company's Lead Time by 65% 
MarketShare Event: December 19 in Rockford 
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IMEC Introduces New Strategic Repositioning Event: MarketShare 
Best practices in learning more about markets 




Last month, Allen Brue, President of Quick Start Solutions, Inc. of Rochelle participated in IMEC's Innovation Blitz, searching for ideas to stimulate growth within new markets. His next step? MarketShare. Another element of IMEC's Strategic Repositioning services, MarketShare involves a group of company representatives to share ideas on how to gather market intelligence and effectively use that intelligence to further their growth in new and existing markets.
[FULL STORY] 
 

Reinvesting In U.S.-Based Production 
Consortium demonstrates a win-win way to address challenges confronting U.S. manufacturers 



Unique collaboration aids OEM suppliers by leveraging extensive consulting and education resources of the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP)....
[FULL STORY] 
 
Illinois Metal Fabricators Well Served by Fabricators & Manufacturers Association, Intl. (FMA) 


FMA, a recent sponsor of IMEC's Manufacturing Matters Conference, is an invaluable resource for manufacturers in the metal fabrication sector....
[FULL STORY] 
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IMEC Services 
Business Alignment 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.icecentricnews.com/eletra/go.cfm?z=imec%2C100381%2Cb1hgrWDG%2C243083%2Cb6kpS3m" \t "_blank" Information Technology


 HYPERLINK "http://www.icecentricnews.com/eletra/go.cfm?z=imec%2C100381%2Cb1hgrWDG%2C243084%2Cb6kpS3m" \t "_blank" Lean Enterprise


 HYPERLINK "http://www.icecentricnews.com/eletra/go.cfm?z=imec%2C100381%2Cb1hgrWDG%2C243085%2Cb6kpS3m" \t "_blank" Quality Improvement
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IMEC is funded in part by the National Institute of Standards & Technology Manufacturing Extension Partnership, the State of Illinois, IMEC partners, and other public and private sector organizations. 
Published by IMEC 
Copyright © 2005 IMEC. All rights reserved.
FORWARD THIS TO A FRIEND 






http://www.i-saverx.net/
==========================================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network, to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this 
update to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  
==========================================================================
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