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Holiday Greetings

Everyone at the DCEO Entrepreneurship and Small Business Office/Illinois Entrepreneurship Network would like to wish you the very best during this special Holiday Season.   We hope that each of you and your loved ones enjoy a peaceful, calm and joyous holiday and we hope that you have a prosperous, successful and fulfilling New Year ! ! ! .   

ASBDC Call For Presentations

You Are Invited to Submit a Conference Workshop Proposal for the 2008 ASBDC Call for Presentations.  The workshops will be conducted at the ASBDC 28th Annual Conference to be held on September 2-5, 2008 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Chicago.   ASBDC would like to invite you to enter the ASBDC On-Line Conference Workshop Proposal Site by clicking on http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference/presentors.html Please be sure to read all of the instructions before submitting your proposal.   Deadline for submissions is 5:00 pm (EST) on Friday, February 8, 2008.  Please forward to anyone else you believe could provide value to the training programs at the ASBDC Annual Conference. 
Year-End Tax Savings Webinar

Year-End Tax Savings for Small Business Owners To Highlight SBA’s December Live Web Chat - AICPA Vice President of Taxation Thomas P. Ochsenschlager will answer questions Thursday, December 20, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., ET -  Thomas P. Ochsenschlager, vice president of Taxation for the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), will host the SBA’s December Web chat on “Year-End Tax Savings for Your Small Business.”  Chat participants will receive answers to questions about the importance of year-end tax preparation and planning for small business owners, as well as receive tax tips.  

The SBA’s live Web chat series provides business owners the opportunity to have discussions online about relevant business issues with experts, industry leaders and successful entrepreneurs.  Participants have direct, real-time access to the Web chats via questions they submit online in advance and during the session, with instant online answers.

Thursday, December 20, 2007, from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m., ET.  Ochsenschlager will answer questions for one hour.     

Participants can join the live Web chat by going online to www.sba.gov , and clicking “Online Business Chat.”  Web chat participants may post questions for Ochsenschlager before the December 20th chat by visiting http://app1.sba.gov/liveMeeting/dec07/  and posting their questions online.  

To review archives of past Web chats, visit online at http://www.sba.gov/tools/monthlywebchat/index.html 
Free Webinar - How to Select a Return Preparer–Tips from the IRS

IRS Stakeholder Liaison and the US Small Business Administration invite Individuals and Small Business Taxpayers to attend a FREE webinar on 

How to Select a Return Preparer – Tips from the IRS. 

The Webinar will be conducted on Wednesday, January 23, 2008 from 1:00p.m. to 2:00p.m. Central Time.  For information on how to register,

please see the attached flyer.  You can participate in a Webinar by phone and computer without having to leave your office!

The IRS representative will present information on:

· The importance of choosing carefully when hiring an individual or firm to prepare business or personal tax returns.  

· Tax Law covering responsibilities of paid preparers

· Did You Know?  You are legally responsible for what is on your tax returns even if they are prepared by someone else. 

Most return preparers are professional, honest and provide excellent service to their clients. This Webinar session will give you some points to consider and keep in mind when someone else is preparing your return. This webinar session will provide information to individuals and small business taxpayers on what to look for when selecting a tax return preparer.
Date & Time:
Wednesday, January 23, 2008

1:00p.m.—2:00p.m. Central Time 

This Webinar will use ReadyTalk, SBA's multi-media training tool. ReadyTalk allows you to attend valuable training from the convenience of your home or office at no cost to you.  It's easy to use!  

Registration Procedures:  Send an email to SL.Central.IL.SPFLD@irs.gov  with “How to Select a Return Preparer” in the subject line.   Include your name, phone number and (if applicable) your organization, agency or company name.  We will send you an email confirming your registration, and include the toll-free conference dial-in number and the participant access code for both the phone and web portions of the seminar.  Register Today!  Space is limited.
Publications Available 

There are three publications that are available to Centers who request them through the DCEO Springfield Office.   Inventories exist for 1. IEN SFY 2007 Annual Report, 2. Buy Illinois Program and 3. 2007-2008 SBA Small Business Resource Guide.    If you would like additional copies of these publications, please email Mark Enstrom at: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov
Website of the Week - http://www.state.il.us/agency/idol/facts/ecafacts.htm. 
	The Employee Classification Act (820 ILCS 185/1-999) was signed into law August 6, 2007 and will take effect January 1, 2008! The purpose of the law is to address the practice in the construction industry of contractors misclassifying workers as independent contractors in order to avoid tax and labor law obligations, such as payroll taxes, unemployment insurance taxes, workers’ compensation premiums and minimum wage and overtime payments. 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Coverage/Jurisdiction 
The new law applies to all construction work performed within the State of Illinois, including but not limited to: 
	

	
	

	· Public and private construction; 

· Residential and commercial building; 

· Road, bridge, sewer, railroad, excavation and water works; 

· Maintenance, renovation and repair work; 

· Landscaping, painting and decorating work; and 

· Moving construction-related materials to or from the job site. 
	

	For more information about compliance, please go to the Department of Labor's website at http://www.state.il.us/agency/idol/facts/ecafacts.htm.  

	


Resource of the Week - DCEO Research Office
Did you know that the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity has a research staff that can analyze areas ranging in size from a zip code to the U.S. to determine the business composition, employment, wages, sales, income levels and demographic characteristics?  

Research staff can prepare customized lists of Illinois businesses from Dun & Bradstreet.  Lists can be customized to suit the need of the user, and can include types and sizes of business, women, and minority owned businesses, foreign owned businesses and exporters.  There is a fee and size limits for external users.  

Research staff can compare economic, demographic, quality of life, education and other variables between Illinois and competing states.  Staff maintains a collection of census data and also maintains the state date center library.  Reports can be customized to fulfill requests for information on any area of the state.  

Also available are estimates of major taxes that business prospects would pay in Illinois compared to competitor states.  

For more information on what the DCEO Research Office can do for you, please contact Ed Taft at Ed.Taft@Illinois.gov, John.Oconner@Illinois.gov, or Tsooane.Molapo@Illinois.gov.

Moves and News 

This week, it is our pleasure to welcome the new Director of the Women's Business Development Center (WBDC), Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC), Ms. Kimberly Casey.    She began her new duties at the PTAC in Chicago last week.     Kimberly is no stranger to the WBDC as she has worked for and with the Center over the past several years in several capacities including identifying bid opportunities for clients.    She is a business owner herself and brings that experience to this position as well.    A graduate of Purdue University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science/African American Studies, we welcome Kimberly to the IEN.  

Job Announcement:  Illinois SBDC Director at Chicago Community Ventures    
Illinois SBDC at Chicago Community Ventures (CCV) is seeking a Director of its SBDC. This is a new center that will be launched in January of 2008. The SBDC Director will be responsible for the day to day operations of the SBDC. In particular, this employee will be primarily responsible for running the Illinois SBDC at Chicago Community Ventures and provide business training and consulting to small businesses.

Duties include but are not limited to the following:

· Create programs that meet the criteria of an Illinois SBDC.

· Maintain a professional referral database of private sector consultants.  

· Assist in fundraising efforts to identify additional funding sources.
· Proactively provide consulting services and training to small business owners and prospective small businesses.  

· Utilize CCV’s Client Advisory Committee.

· Cultivate relationships within the IEN network as well as with SCORE, local chambers of commerce, professional organizations and associations, and economic development groups.  

· Collect data in a confidential manner and report to DCEO using WebCATS. 

· Work with Marketing Manager to develop a marketing strategy.

· Speak at business and economic development events to promote CCV and its activities.

Qualifications:

· Background in small business consulting is highly desired, but not required

· Familiarity with local small business community is a plus

· Excellent analytical and business assessment skills

· Excellent interpersonal skills

· Excellent presentation skills

· Ability to perform statistical analysis

· Ability to work in a team and independently

· Ability to interact with clients regularly, respond appropriately to their needs

· Proficient with Microsoft Excel and Word, 

· Demonstrated commitment to community development and small business development and CCV’s mission

· Desire to grow with and actively contribute to a dynamic organization

· Bachelor’s degree in economics, business, or related field.  Advanced degree in business, public policy or a similar field a plus.

Compensation and Benefits:
Position is full-time with occasional evening or weekend hours required.  Starting salary range is based on experience.  Employee paid benefits includes health care, dental benefits, vacation, sick leave and short-term disability insurance.

Relationships:

The SBDC Director reports to the Chicago West Side Entrepreneurship Center Director. Interested parties can apply by forwarding a resume and cover letter to:

Bryan Stubbs
bstubbs@chiventures.org
700 N. Sacramento blvd, suite 130

Chicago, IL 60612
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
