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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  IRS WEBINAR - HEAD START ON UPCOMING TAX FILING SEASON

-  TIPS ON THE PRESEDENTIAL TRANSITIONS

-  THE JOHNNY MONEY GAME

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - NACLORI, INC.

-  IMPORTANT REMINDER – WEBCATS

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - USERS GROUP TO FORM 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.BUSINESSWORKSHEETS.COM
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - PROFITCENTS NEWSLETTER 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

IRS WEBINAR - HEAD START ON UPCOMING TAX FILING SEASON 
The 2009 filing season is right around the corner.  The Internal Revenue Service’s January Tax Talk Today (TTT) program, “Getting Ready for Filing Season 2009”, will be held on Tuesday, January 13th 2009 at 2 p.m.    This 100 minute program will give small businesses a head start with tax filing information.  Tune in to this extended program to hear TTT panelists discuss updates to forms, the latest tax law changes, common errors to avoid and IRS processing issues that will assist you in preparing your 2008 business returns. 

Sponsored by the IRS, Tax Talk Today is a free, live, monthly interactive Web cast aimed at educating tax professionals and their business clients on the most contemporary and complex tax issues. They are encouraged to watch and submit questions. 

To access the Web cast at no charge, viewers can register online at Tax Talk Today :: Welcome at http://www.taxtalktoday.com/. They can view Tax Talk Today with Windows Media Player and Real Player. Both players are free software that may already be installed on your computer. If not, click the link for Installing System Software to view Internet Broadcast under “How to View” at http://www.taxtalktoday.tv/index.cfm?page=8.2114. 

To learn about the availability of IRS products and services, subscribe to IRS’s e-News for Small Businesses. To see a representative sample and to start a free subscription to e-News, just go to IRS.gov at http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/content/0,,id=154826,00.html, type in your e-mail address and submit.

TIPS ON THE PRESEDENTIAL TRANSITIONS

Presidential transitions are tricky things, even more so when the country is in the midst of a war and the worst economic downturn in decades. So, the incoming Obama Administration definitely has its hands full as it prepares to take over the White House in January. If they are looking for guidance, a new series of reports from the IBM Center for the Business of Government should be helpful. The Center has published two new books on effective transitions, and its web page includes lots of useful reports on key management challenges such as how to encourage green production, organizing the National Security Council, and managing the regulatory process. The site also includes a useful blog on issues related to the Presidential transition. Access the IBM Center for the Business of Government’s resource page on the Presidential Transition.  (Article provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship  www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde)
THE JOHNNY MONEY GAME

The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) Young Entrepreneur Foundation has recently unveiled a fun new on-line game called Johnny Money. The game is a free small business simulation that can be used in classrooms or by kids working on their own. It allows kids to set up an on-line business and make the day-to-day decisions that often face new entrepreneurs through a fun and exciting way to learn about the world of entrepreneurship. To learn more, click on NFIB Johnny Money Game.  (Article provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship  www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde)

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - NACLORI, INC.

Danielle Mendez came to the Illinois SBDC at Hull House for assistance with developing a business plan for her product to be sold at a kiosk at a high volume family shopping center.   The product she sells is  a unique variety of custom made, quality signs for home or business use.   The SBDC assisted her in revising cash flow projections and also in obtaining her minority/women certification.   Most recently, they helped her obtain a contract to lease retail space at her preferred location which is Navy Pier.   Naclori, Inc. has a one year lease that runs through April 30th 2009.    Congratulations to Danielle and Naclori, Inc. and to the Illinois SBDC at Hull House.

IMPORTANT REMINDER – WEBCATS

With the Holidays fast approaching we want to provide an important reminder to each of you that December is the end of the Quarter and also the end of the first six months of the State Fiscal Year and the end of the Illinois SBDC Calendar Year.  Please make a special effort during the next few weeks to compile as much information as possible on your center’s efforts and also please remind your clients about the economic impact verifications and success stories.   All client information for the month of December 2008 and the Calendar Year must be entered into WebCATS by the close of business, FRIDAY, JANUARY 9, 2009. 

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - USERS GROUP TO FORM 

In order to help everyone "Get the Most Out of WebCATS", we have decided to create a users group.   This topic was discussed at the Strategic Planning session held in Springfield on December 11th and 12th.  The purpose of this group will be to find ways to make better use of WebCATS and the information we can get from this system.    We are looking for volunteers who are interesting in helping find solutions to those types of issues and challenges.   If you are interested in participating, please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator and let them know you would like to be a member of this group.    Thanks in advance for sharing your knowledge, suggestions and ideas.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.BUSINESSWORKSHEETS.COM
This program was designed by practitioners in the field to help clients write a business plan in conjunction with a coach, consultant or business developer.  It is being offered to organizations as a way to help more individuals complete their business plans in an organized fashion with staff whose time is limited.  It also allows for more focus by the coach or consultant.  

The end result is a business plan meeting requirements for loans.  The plan is divided into a series of sections and then a series of worksheets in each section of the plan.  The sections align with those familiar to working within business plans: Executive Summary (written at the end of the process), Overview and Description of the Business, Sales and Marketing, Management and Operations and Finance.

You are invited to log in and create your own password to test out the system.  they are interested in your feedback and reaction during this beta testing period.  You are invited to test it with some of your clients to get their feedback and comments.   Please email them at info@businessworksheets.com This e-mail address is being protected from spambots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it with your comments.    To visit their website, please click on: www.businessworksheets.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - PROFITCENTS NEWSLETTER 

ProfitCents, the financial analysis program from Sageworks, now has a free monthly newsletter than you can subscribe to.   This electronic publication contains articles about the accounting profession, business counseling and tips for using ProfitCents.   Illinois SBDCs have a subscription for this service and can easily sign up for this publication.   After you are in the Illinois SBDC ProfitCents account, click on "Support" at the top of the page.    You will then see several items listed on the page.    Click on the item, "New - ProfitCents Newsletter".   All you need to provide to subscribe is an email address.    If you have questions, please contact Mark Enstrom at: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov
MOVES AND NEWS

- We would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to all those who took the time and made the effort to come to Springfield last week for the Annual Strategic Planning Session.    Our group was over 40 people and made our two day event a success.    It is your participation and contributions to the discussion of the Strategic Plan that make this annual meeting meaningful.   Thanks also go to Tom Lawton who was our facilitator.   All members of the IEN will be receiving updates to the Plan from this meeting in the coming weeks.    Please continue to share your thoughts, comments and suggestions as we continue to improve and keep this living document relevant.

- As we move into the Holidays we want to offer sincere, heartfelt and warm Seasons Greetings to each of you, your families and your loved ones and we hope you have a very peaceful, calm and prosperous New Year! 
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
