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-  PUBLIC MEETING ON 8(a) RULES

-  SEDAC DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

-  JOB GROWTH PLAN

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.imec.org
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK  
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

PUBLIC MEETING ON 8(a) RULES

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announces it is holding a public meeting in Chicago, Illinois on the proposed changes to the 8(a) Business Development (BD) Program Regulations and Small Business Size Regulations.  Testimony and   comments presented at the public comment meetings will become part of the administrative record as comments addressing the proposed changes.

The public meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19, 2010 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Prospective participants must pre-register for the session on or before Friday, January 15, 2010.

Send pre-registration requests to attend and/or testify to Ms. Latrice Andrews, SBA’s Office of Business Development at   Latrice.Andrews@sba.gov, telephone number (202) 205-5852, or by facsimile to (202) 481-4042.  Please include the following information relating to the person testifying:  Name, Organization affiliation, Address, Telephone number, E-mail address, and Fax number.  For information on facilities or services for individuals with disabilities or to request special assistance at the public meetings, contact Ms. Latrice Andrews.

The public meeting will be conducted at the U.S. Small Business Administration, Illinois District Office, 500 West Madison Street, Suite 1150, in Conference Rooms A & B.

For security purposes the Visitor’s Center at 500 West Madison requires that the names of all registrants and SBA employees who are not members of the Illinois District Office staff be submitted to them prior to the meeting.  Also, attendees must have a valid State ID/Driver’s License to present upon arrival to gain access to the building.

The public meeting will consist of a panel of SBA representatives who will preside over the session.  The oral and written testimony will become part of the administrative record for SBA’s consideration.  Written testimony may be submitted in lieu of oral testimony.  SBA officials may ask questions of a presenter to clarify or further explain the testimony.  The purpose of the public meetings is to allow the general public to comment on SBA’s proposed rulemaking.  SBA requests that the comments focus on the proposed changes.  SBA also requests that commentators do not raise their testimony.  SBA will accept written material that the presenter wishes to provide that further supplements his or her testimony.  Electronic or digitized copies are encouraged.

SEDAC DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that SEDAC's December 2009 monthly newsletter is now available for download by clicking on this month's issue. For additional information on SEDAC and its programs please go to  www.sedac.org. 

JOB GROWTH PLAN
Last week President Obama announced a plan to Accelerate Job Growth.  Please click on HERE to see more details about the job growth proposal. 

 
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

Please click HERE to see more details about an Illinois SBDC at SIU-C success story, Doris Alley and her Craft Caddy.  "She came to us with an idea. She had worked on several prototypes and knew the strengths and weaknesses. She had the experience and the expertise in crocheting, and what she had that you really need is enthusiasm and drive to do it yourself," explains Lynn Andersen Lindberg, Director of the Illinois Small Business Development Center.  

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

When tracking investments in WebCATS it is very important to capture the lending institution name.  This is listed below the investment type and labeled institution.  Although this field is not mandatory, the information will be used to track various lenders throughout the State of Illinois.  Please make sure you capture and enter this important information in WebCATS.  If provides vital statewide information on financial institutions that are making small business loans in Illinois. 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.imec.org 

IMEC was established in 1996 to improve the productivity and competitiveness of Illinois' small and mid-sized manufacturing firms. A non-profit economic development organization, IMEC draws on the resources and capabilities of a network of manufacturing service providers. Alliances with state and national economic development programs, higher education institutions, specialty service providers, and the private sector ensure that IMEC is able to address critical manufacturing needs without duplication of effort. And, as part of a national system, IMEC is able to leverage the expertise of a field network of 2,000 manufacturing advisors from over 400 MEP centers.  Check out IMEC’s website at www.imec.org  for access to information and resources to help you better serve your manufacturing clients. 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - http://www.smallbizdaily.com/  

SmallBizDaily is the blogging site for GrowBiz Media and Rieva Lesonsky.  Rieva Lesonsky is CEO of GrowBiz Media, a content and consulting company specializing in small businesses and entrepreneurship. Rieva has been meeting with, consulting to and speaking to America’s SMBs for nearly 30 years. Prior to co-founding GrowBiz Media in 2008, she was SVP/Editorial Director of Entrepreneur Magazine.  Rieva is also a good friend and supporter of the Association of Small Business Development Centers. 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

Prevailing Wage Advisory - House Bill 163 (Public Act 96-0437) was enacted in order to enhance the notice requirements under the Prevailing Wage Act.  Among the new notice requirements, Public Act 96-0437 requires public bodies awarding contracts to provide the contractor with written notice on the purchase order or other separate document that the project is subject to the Prevailing Wage Act when a public works project is awarded without a public bid, contract or project specification. In addition, public bodies that fail to provide proper written notification to a contractor that a project is subject to the Act will be held financially responsible for any interest, penalties or fines. Similarly, contractors that fail to notify their subcontractors that a project is subject to prevailing wage requirements will be held responsible for any interest, penalties or fines.  However, regardless of whether they were properly notified, contractors that fail to pay the proper wages to their workers are still responsible for all back wages owed to those workers.  The consequence of failure to notify applies to work performed pursuant to bids, contracts, purchase orders, or project specifications issued or entered into on or after January 1, 2010.

In addition, Senate Bill 223 (Public Act 96-0058) was enacted in order to clarify that “public works” includes all projects funded in whole or in part through bonds, grants, loans or other funds made available by or through the State or any of its political subdivisions.  These political subdivisions include municipalities, counties and state agencies, such as the Illinois Finance Authority, the Illinois Housing Development Authority and regional economic development authorities.

For more information see the Prevailing Wage Advisory on CENTERCONNECT  or visit www.state.il.us/agency/idol/
MOVES AND NEWS 

Very special thanks goes out to each of you who participated in the IEN Strategic Planning Session that took place in Springfield last Thursday and Friday.   We are extremely grateful for the time and very enthusiastic participation lively discussion from all of the members of the IEN who actively took part in the regular annual session.   As indicated last week, we will soon send out the recommended revisions and enhancements that were discussed at the session and will ask for your feedback. 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
[image: image3.png]NET





      

     


 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
