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AgriFIRST Funds Available
Applications are now being accepted for the AgriFIRST program, which assists producers in the development of value-added agricultural ventures.  The Fiscal Year 2008 budget includes $536,000 in AgriFIRST incentives to promote "value-added" agricultural ventures, or projects that turn raw commodities into marketable products and enable farmers to earn a larger share of the consumer dollar. The program helps defray the start-up costs of qualified projects.

Individuals can apply for three types of grants: 

· Technical assistance grants cover up to 75 percent of the cost of developing a "value-added" project.  These funds help individuals access the technical expertise they need in order to advance a project. The maximum allowable grant is $25,000.  

· AgriFIRST also provides up to 50 percent of the cost for feasibility studies, competitive assessments or consulting and productivity services.  Examples of projects eligible under this option include feasibility studies, the development of business and/or marketing plans or market research as it relates to the development of a new value-added product.  There is a $300,000 project limit for projects in this category. 

· The final option provides up to 10 percent of construction costs or capital expenditures.  Eligible projects include purchasing land, buildings or equipment. 

Producers can apply for all three types of funding, but must submit separate applications.   Applications are due to the Department of Agriculture by Tuesday, Dec. 11 at 5 p.m.  For more information, go to www.agr.state.il.us.
2008 ENVIRONMENTAL WORKSHOPS 
The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with the Illinois EPA, Department of Public Health, Emergency Management Agency, Department of Natural Resources and numerous industry co-sponsors will be holding eight workshops around the state in January - March to educate the construction industry and other related industries about requirements for asbestos, lead, radon, mold, floodplains, endangered species and safety and health. In addition, participants will learn about recycling options and energy efficient building.

Commercial & Residential Contractors, Demolition Contractors, Realtors, Property Managers, Building Maintenance Providers, Architects, Home Inspectors, Local Building & Zoning Officials & Inspectors are urged to attend.

A $35 nonrefundable fee will be charged to cover meal expenses.

Workshops will be held from 8:30-4:30 in the following cities on the dates below:

January     16, 2008       Mt. Vernon

January     17, 2008       Collinsville

February      7, 2008      Springfield

February    20, 2008       Joliet

February    26, 2008       Moline

February    27, 2008       East Peoria

March           4, 2008     Downers Grove

March          5, 2008      Arlington Heights

Registration and location details may be found at www.ienconnect.com/enviro. If you have questions or would like to register for one of the workshops, please contact the Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Helpline at 800.252.3998, or send an e-mail to dceo.sbeap@illinois.gov .

Delays in Vendor Payments

All state agencies, employees, state vendors and payees should be advised that the current delays affecting payments out of the state's General Revenue Fund (GRF) are expected to continue and likely lengthen throughout the remainder of calendar year 2007 and into calendar year 2008. Under optimal revenue conditions, or for payments from non-GRF funds, the Office of the Comptroller (IOC) can issue a warrant within 2-4 days after a proper voucher is presented to our office. However currently, substantially more GRF bills or vouchers have been submitted to the IOC than incoming revenues or cash on hand permits to be processed on a timely basis We do not anticipate that there will be sufficient GRF revenues to significantly reduce current payment backlogs for the near future.

Please note that the majority of payments out of the General Revenue Fund will continue to be delayed due to the lack of sufficient and/or timely revenues. At this time, these delays are in excess of 30 business days and are expected to increase over the next several months. 

Comptroller Hynes has directed IOC staff to continue to work with state agencies and state payees to minimize any disruptions created by these circumstances and to assist in identifying critical payment issues. The IOC recognizes the considerable difficulties created by these conditions and asks for the continued cooperation of all parties concerned to address a situation that is beyond our office's control. The IOC will process as many payments on a daily basis as available revenues allow. Your patience and understanding is greatly appreciated. 

2008 SBA Lender’s Orientation Schedule

Below you will find the SBA Lender Orientation for Processing and Portfolio session schedule for 2008.  Processing Sessions will emphasize loan eligibility and processing, but will also include information on other aspects of SBA lending. Portfolio Sessions will emphasize closing, servicing and liquidation. The target audience consists of bankers, SBDC personnel, and technical assistance (T/A) providers.

Processing Sessions

Date                 Time                 Date                 Time

1/3 Thursday 9Am to 12Pm        7/3 Thursday 9Am to 12Pm

1/31 Thursday 1Pm to 4Pm        7/31 Thursday 1Pm to 4Pm

3/6 Thursday 9Am to 12Pm        9/4 Thursday 9Am to 12Pm

4/3 Thursday 1Pm to 4Pm          10/2 Thursday 1Pm to 4Pm

5/1 Thursday 9Am to 12Pm        10/30 Thursday 9Am to 12Pm

6/5 Thursday 1Pm to 4Pm          12/4 Thursday 1Pm to 4Pm

Portfolio Sessions

Date                 Time                 Date                 Time

1/16 Wednesday 9Am to 12Pm 7/16 Wednesday 9Am to 12Pm

2/13 Wednesday 1Pm to 4Pm    8/20 Wednesday 1Pm to 4Pm

3/19 Wednesday 9Am to 12Pm 9/17 Wednesday 9Am to 12Pm

4/16 Wednesday 1Pm to 4Pm    10/22 Wednesday 1Pm to 4Pm

5/14 Wednesday 9Am to 12Pm 11/12 Wednesday 9Am to 12Pm

6/18 Wednesday 1Pm to 4Pm    12/17 Wednesday 1Pm to 4Pm

Dates and times are subject to change, so please call Steve Konkle at (312) 886-4208 to confirm and register for the above dates. Orientations will be held at the SBA Illinois District Office, which is located at: 500 W. Madison, Suite 1250, Chicago, Illinois 60661.

Small Business Disaster Preparedness Guide

The U.S. Small Business Administration and Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company have teamed up to launch a disaster planning guide for small business owners.  SBA Deputy Administrator Jovita Carranza and Nationwide’s Associate Vice President for Safety Bill Windsor made the announcement recently during an event at the National Press Club.

The 10-page guide provides information business owners need to develop an effective plan to protect customers and employees in the event of a disaster.  The guide provides key disaster preparedness strategies to help small businesses identify potential hazards, create plans to remain in operation if the office is unusable, and understand the limitations of their insurance coverage.

Hard copies of the guide will be distributed by SBA field offices, its resource partners around the country and disaster field offices. Nationwide will make additional copies available to its agents for distribution.  An electronic version of the guide will be available online at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance/disasterpreparedness/index.html and at www.nationwide.com.

Non-farm businesses and non-profit organizations of any size may apply for up to $1.5 million to repair or replace disaster damaged business assets and real property. Small businesses that suffered economic losses as a direct result of the declared disaster may apply for a working capital loan of up to $1.5 million.  To learn more about the SBA’s disaster assistance program, visit the Web site at http://www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance/index.html.

Website of the Week - www.goodtogobizplans.com 
Good To Go Business Plans, Inc. develops business plans.   What makes their plans unique is that they are…
·         Pre-drafted – Arrive in a pre-drafted business plan and business document format!
·         Add, Edit & Print – The pre-drafted language leads your client through a thorough planning process that creates their ownership of the plan and enables them to defend it!
·         Jump Starts the Planning Process – Your client is NOT overwhelmed by the task… but rather they are INSPIRED by their progress!  They Actually Complete Their Plan!
·         Field Tested by Entrepreneurs with SBA Affiliated Lenders – It will be one of the BEST plans the lender will have seen!
·         100’s of Plans Available – Representing 19 Different Industry Categories!
 

The Good To Go Business Plan Product is being used by a cross-section of entrepreneurs from those that are highly educated, professional, and articulate to those who use English as a second language.  What they have in common is that they want to get on with building the business… not composing a business plan.  
 

To review the hundreds of business plans that are available go to: http://www.goodtogobizplans.com and click on the “Plans/Order” link found on the menu bar at the top of the page.  Other plans are available but unlisted or they can be special ordered at no additional cost. 
Resource of the Week - Disaster Recovery Journal

Business Continuity is an ever increasing area of concern for small businesses.  Planning for keeping a business open after a disaster can be critical to the long term survival of a small business.   Disasters can take many forms, including weather, homeland security issues and even the loss of key staff.   To provide information and resources to help small business clients prepare for and deal with disasters, we suggest you take a look at the Disaster Recovery Journal.   It is a publication that is free to subscribe to and even offers sample plans.    If you would like to learn more, please go to www.drj.com.     To subscribe, you may click on www.drj.com/sub
Moves and News 

The IESBGA Coordinating Council voted in Springfield on December 7th, to hold the IESBGA 2008 Fall Conference in Chicago from September 2nd through 5th, 2008.    The meeting will be held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel on Wacker Drive.   This will provide an outstanding professional development opportunity as this conference will be held in conjunction with the Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) Annual Conference.     Please save the dates and additional information will be forthcoming in the near future. 

A sincere welcome to the Illinois SBDC is extended to Ms. Christie Seeds.    Christie recently started her new duties as Director of that NAFTA Opportunity Center (NOC) at the North Business and Industrial Council (NORBIC) in Chicago.    She comes to the Program having completed her Master of Arts in International Trade Policy from the Monterey Institute of International Studies.   Christie received her Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance degree from the University of Wisconsin where she also acquired a degree in Latin American, Caribbean and Iberian studies.    Welcome Christie.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
