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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  GREAT AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS CHALLENGE VIDEO

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - CONSOLIDATED PRINTING   COMPANY
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - UPLOADING ATTACHED DOCUMENTS 
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.ENERGYEDCOUNCIL.ORG 
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - NATIONAL VETS RESOURCE DIRECTORY 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

GREAT AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS CHALLENGE VIDEO

Over 30 SBDCs, from all over the United States, are participating in this national, non-profit event.  These SBDCs will receive free access to a turn-key educational program that targets high-impact and high-potential small business owners.  Best of all, there are no grants to write, red-tape or costs to participate!     Learn more by watching this quick orientation video by clicking on  http://www.screencast.com/t/rDl40IkY8 If you would like to participate, simply send your contact information to Mike Kramer.  He will send you links to program materials and other resources. Mike Kramer, National SBDC Coordinator, 847-675-8211 (direct office line)   mkramer@thegreatamericansmallbusinesschallenge.com
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - CONSOLIDATED PRINTING COMPANY
When you think about a printing company "going green", you probably think about the types of ink and paper they use.    However, this client of the Illinois PTAC at the Women's Business Development Center has gone much further.   The more serious environmental issues in the printing process are the chemicals used.    Marilyn Jones, President of Consolidated Printing Company in Chicago took a new approach.   In looking for ways to use fewer chemicals, she replaced the greaser used to lubricate the rollers with Crisco.   Instead of using a chemical degreaser, she now uses vinegar to do the job.   There are many other examples of environmental responsibility happening at Consolidated.    These efforts have not gone unnoticed.   ABC Channel 7 Television in Chicago featured them in a November 13th Live Green segment.    You may watch that feature by clicking on this link.  http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=news/local&id=6506443
In addition, Consolidated Printing Company has been nominated for the William D. Schaeffer Environmental Award from the Printing Industry of America (PIA).   We congratulate Marilyn Jones, Consolidated Printing and the Illinois PTAC at the WBDC.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - UPLOADING ATTACHED DOCUMENTS 
We would like to share with you this week, an explanation of how to upload attached documents.   By default, every Softshare CATS database is provided with 500MB of attached document storage capacity.    Attached documents can be associated with client records and center records.   For example, you might attach a clients business plan to their client record or a centers data entry guidelines to its center record.  To upload documents from a client or center record, here is what you need to do.   While in view-only mode, you can upload documents to a client or center record by clicking the Add button located under the "Attached Documents" area of the record.  Clicking the Add button opens a pop-up window where you can browse for the file to upload, enter a description of the file and designate keywords.

Note: For documents that you attach to client records, all information associated with the upload (file name, description, keywords, size, upload date, etc.) can be used in the future as criteria for client subsets.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.ENERGYEDCOUNCIL.ORG 
The mission of the Energy Education Council is to provide a forum to discuss mutual issues, share information and develop educational programs to promote the efficient and safe use of electricity.   The EEC Board of Directors is composed of representatives from the investor-owned utilities, electric cooperatives, electric municipalities and the University of Illinois Extension.   This organization is headquartered in Springfield, Illinois.   In order to assist businesses, they have recently created an Energy Efficiency Resource Center (EERC), which is accessible through the EEC website.   Please visit their website and the EERC by clicking on: www.EnergyEdCouncil.org
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - NATIONAL VETS RESOURCE DIRECTORY 

The Department of Defense has recently launched the National Resource Directory, a collaborative effort between the departments of Defense, Labor and Veterans Affairs.   The directory is a Web-based network of care coordinators, providers and support partners with resources for wounded, ill and injured service members, veterans, their families, families of the fallen and those who support them.  The directory offers more than 10,000 medical and non-medical services and resources to help service members and veterans achieve personal and professional goals along their journey from recovery through rehabilitation to community reintegration. 

The National Resource Directory is organized into six major categories: Benefits and Compensation; Education, Training and Employment; Family and Caregiver Support; Health; Housing and Transportation; and Services and Resources.  It also provides helpful checklists, Frequently Asked Questions, and connections to peer support groups.  To learn more about this valuable resource to assist our veterans, please visit: http://www.nationalresourcedirectory.org
MOVES AND NEWS

Tom Lawton, with the DCEO Policy Development Planning and Research (PDPR) Office in Springfield will be our Strategic Planning facilitator this week.    Many of you will remember Tom as he has assisted us in the past with our strategic planning efforts.    His many years of experience within the agency and his knowledge of the programs of the IEN will make him a real asset to help us during our sessions in Springfield on Thursday and Friday this week.     Please see the email sent out on Friday, 12/5 from Mark Petrilli and let us know if you will be able to join us later this week.  Thank you in advance to those who will make the time and effort to participate in this important annual planning effort.


 

      

     

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
