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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  IMPORTANT - Small Business Awards Nominations

-  Small Companies Can Reduce Health Costs by Sharing Risk
-  Six Sigma Methods Can Profit Small Business
-  Resource of the Week - Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM)
-  Website of the Week - www.ilga.gov  
-  Moves and News 
IMPORTANT - Small Business Awards Nominations
Have you submitted your nomination yet?  If you have not already submitted a nomination and would still like to do so, you still have time.  The deadline is being extended.   Please submit your nomination ASAP to Mark Ferguson at SBA. (see below)

SBA recently released information about the nomination process for its Annual SBA Small Business Awards.   We strongly encourage each member of the IEN to submit a nomination.  Below you will find a link to the 2008 SBA Awards Package to be used to nominate small business owners and champions in the following categories:
· Small Business Person of the Year 

· Small Business Exporter of the Year 

· Young Entrepreneur of the Year 

· Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Small Business 

· Financial Services Champion 

· Home-Based Business Champion 

· Minority Small Business Champion 

· Small Business Journalist of the Year  

· Veteran Small Business Champion 

· Women in Business Champion
Please use this link http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_2008_nomination_guide.pdf  for nomination guidelines and forms.  Also attached is a checklist for the small business person/champion nomination package.  Nominations are due in the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago by November 23, 2007.  Please send to:  
 

Mark Ferguson
U.S. Small Business Administration
500 West Madison Street, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL  60661-2511
Small Companies Can Reduce Health Costs by Sharing Risk
Jim Edholm, president of Business Benefits Insurance in Andover, Mass., says small companies can reduce health insurance costs with risk-sharing plans. "With an imaginative and knowledgeable broker, companies as small as a handful of employees can structure a risk-sharing arrangement that will lower their fixed costs," he said. Reuters (11/29) (from NFIB SmartBrief)

Six Sigma Methods Can Profit Small Business
Six Sigma methods can be applied to any kind of problem, even ones in small business. Just like the large corporations that tout Six Sigma, small firms can use it to solve problems in a way that increases their efficiency and profits. Entrepreneur (11/2007) (from NFIB SmartBrief)
Resource of the Week - Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM)
The Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) http://www.gemconsortium.org/ is a not-for-profit academic research consortium that has as its goal making high quality international research data on entrepreneurial activity readily available to as wide an audience as possible.  GEM is the largest single study of entrepreneurial activity in the world.  Initiated in 1999 with 10 countries, GEM 2007 is conducting research in 42 countries. 

Website of the Week – www.ilga.gov  
The Illinois General Assembly’s home page at http://www.ilga.gov/ is a great website to get information on proposed legislation, Illinois laws, Illinois legislators, administrative rules, and much, much more.

Moves and News 

Freida Curry, the former Director of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at the Center for Urban Business – UIC has taken a position at the Chicago Urban League as the Director of their new Entrepreneurship Center.  We would like to recognize Freida for her tremendous work with the Illinois SBDC and wish her much success in her new position.   You can reach Freida at 773-451-3588, fcurry@cul-chicago.org  
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
