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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  SMALL BUSINESS PROFILES

-  GOVERNOR BLAGOJEVICH'S MORTGAGE FRAUD TASK FORCE MOVES TO PROTECT TENANTS FROM EVICTION

-  SBA LENDERS ORIENTATION SESSIONS

-  EMPLOYMENT RESOURCES AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT EVENT 

-  IRS PRODUCTS ORDERING FORM HAS BEEN REVISED

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - PEREZ EYE CARE 
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - SOFTSHARE TUTORIALS
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.MWALLIANCE.ORG 

-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS GREEN ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM
-  MOVES AND NEWS

SMALL BUSINESS PROFILES

The 2008 edition of The Small Business Profiles for the States and Territories present key small business data for the United States, each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and some U.S. territories. The profiles combine data from several government sources to show small businesses’ overall numbers, their impact on employment and job creation, the industries they represent, plus bank and lending information.

The 2008 Illinois State Business Profile can be found at  http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/profiles/08il.pdf  and the balance of the Small Business Profiles for all of the States and Territories is located at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/profiles/.  If  you need further information, please feel free to contact Chad Moutray at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov. 

GOVERNOR BLAGOJEVICH'S MORTGAGE FRAUD TASK FORCE MOVES TO PROTECT TENANTS FROM EVICTION

Only weeks after a tenant living in an apartment in the Chicago’s Garfield Park neighborhood filed a complaint, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich’s Mortgage Fraud Task Force (MFTF) housed in the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) acted to shut down two mortgage companies, revoke the registration of two loan originators, and filed formal charges against a licensed appraiser and an unlicensed real estate broker.  

“In these troubled times it is important that we stop real estate professionals from using illegal schemes to take advantage of innocent homeowners and renters.  The Mortgage Fraud Task Force aggressively follows up on leads regarding activities that seem questionable,” said Governor Blagojevich.  

The MFTF determined in the course of its investigation that multiple units in the building had been purchased by individuals, all of whom used the same real estate sales office.  The mortgages were brokered by Envision Lending Group or Gateway Mortgage Group.  The loan originators who worked at these firms completed loan applications for the new unit owners with information that could not be verified by the Mortgage Fraud Task Force.  That information included employment, occupancy status, income levels, sources of funds used for down payments and closing costs, and the appraised value of the units. In cases like these, where criminal violations are suspected, the MFTF refers its findings to the appropriate law enforcement agencies, at the local state or federal level.

“Illinois consumers have the right to know that when they do business with companies licensed by our state, they will receive the best possible service by ethical and appropriately trained professionals,” said Dean Martinez, Secretary of the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation.  “We will use all the tools available to us to discipline companies which violate of the laws and regulations designed to protect Illinois homebuyers.”

The Mortgage Fraud Task Force was created in 2006 to ensure that professionals and businesses involved in Illinois residential real estate transactions meet the standards for honesty, professionalism, and integrity required by Illinois statutes and regulations.  Since the launch of the task force, more than 50 firms have been shut down and fines of more than $150,000 have been imposed on individuals and companies that were found to have violated the public’s trust.

Read more about the Mortgage Fraud Task Force at www.idfpr.com.  
SBA LENDERS ORIENTATION SESSIONS

Processing Sessions will emphasize loan eligibility and processing, but will also include information on other aspects of SBA lending. Portfolio Sessions will emphasize closing, servicing and liquidation. The target audience consists of bankers, SBDC personnel, and technical assistance (T/A) providers.

Processing Sessions

Date                             Time                             Date                 Time

1/8 Thursday                 9Am to 12Pm                7/2 Thursday     9Am to 12Pm

1/29 Thursday               9Am to 12Pm                7/30 Thursday   1Pm to 4Pm

3/5 Thursday                 9Am to 12Pm                9/3 Thursday     9Am to 12Pm

4/2 Thursday                 1Pm to 4Pm                  10/1 Thursday   1Pm to 4Pm

4/30 Thursday               9Am to 12Pm                11/5 Thursday   9Am to 12Pm

6/4 Thursday                 1Pm to 4Pm                  12/3 Thursday   9Am to 12Pm

Portfolio Sessions

Date                             Time                             Date                             Time

1/14 Wednesday           9Am to 12Pm                7/15 Wednesday           1Pm to 4Pm

2/11 Wednesday           1Pm to 4Pm                  8/19 Wednesday           1Pm to 4Pm

3/18 Wednesday           1Pm to 4Pm                  9/16 Wednesday           1Pm to 4Pm

4/15 Wednesday           1Pm to 4Pm                  10/21 Wednesday          1Pm to 4Pm

5/13 Wednesday           9Am to 12Pm                11/18 Wednesday          1Pm to 4Pm

6/17 Wednesday           1Pm to 4Pm                  12/16 Wednesday          1Pm to 4Pm

Dates and times are subject to change, so please call Steve Konkle at (312) 886-4208 to confirm and register for the above dates. Orientations will be held at the SBA Illinois District office, which is located at: 500 W. Madison, Suite 1250, Chicago, Illinois 60661
EMPLOYMENT RESOURCES AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT EVENT IN BUFFALO GROVE

The Buffalo Grove Area Chamber of Commerce, the Village of Buffalo Grove and Lake County Commissioner David Stolman are hosting an Employment Resources and Business Development Event in Buffalo Grove on Thursday, December 11th.    This free event will be held from 1pm to 4pm.    Among the many services offered to participants will be the programs of the Illinois DCEO including the Illinois SBDC.  To learn more, please visit the Chamber website at: http://www.bgacc.org/whatshappening.asp
IRS PRODUCTS ORDERING FORM HAS BEEN REVISED

Illinois SBDCs have the ability to order free materials from the IRS in quantities.   Each Center has an ordering number assigned to them.  They are encouraged to distribute these materials to clients they assist and to use them in training seminars.    The ordering form has recently been changed and is attached in a PDF document above.   The main change is the addition of a line for your email address which is on line # 5.

As Centers have Tax Seminars and Workshops planned in the future, the IRS would like to help promote them through their website.    If you have a training program planned, please let the IRS know and your event will be included in their training schedule.    Please send your information to Gwenella Blackshire at the IRS at: Gwenella.H.Blackshire@irs.gov
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - PEREZ EYE CARE 
Dr’s. Patricia and Angelica Perez started their eye care business with the goal to provide each of their patients with quality vision solutions and exceptional customer service. Their high quality of care, coupled with their attention to detail, helped to expand their business from their original Pilsen location to the West Loop area. 

When they first visited the Illinois SBDC at the University of Illinois Chicago’s Center for Urban Business, they had both recently graduated from University of Illinois at Chicago and Illinois College of Optometry and the opportunity arose to buy an established optometry practice in downtown Chicago  The new owners had very limited experience with actually running a business, and were really only suited to the actual medical practice of conducting eye exams and prescribing corrective eyewear. 

Here is what they had to say about the Illinois SBDC at the U of I Chicago after meeting with Center staff.  "They make you comfortable.   It doesn't matter what level of business knowledge you have.   You can walk in and they will help you."   We also want to thank Perez Eye Care for being included in the IEN brochure.   Congratulations to both Perez Eye Care and to Joseph DeLaGarza at the Illinois SBDC at the U of I Chicago.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - SOFTSHARE TUTORIALS
Softshare now offers over 2 hours worth of tutorials ranging from 10 to 19 minutes per segment.  These tutorials are located under the "help" heading down the left hand pane of your WebCATS System.  Click on the + sign next to help and then choose "WebCATS Tutorials".  You will be able to choose from 8 different tutorials focusing on a general overview, working with client records, creating counseling sessions, working with conference records, creating subsets, designing custom reports, writing search profiles and generating worksheets.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.MWALLIANCE.ORG 

The Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance (MEEA) is a collaborative network advancing energy efficiency in the Midwest to support sustainable economic development and environmental preservation.  As a central source for information and action, MEEA raises awareness, facilitates energy efficiency programs and strengthens policy across the Midwest region.  Located in downtown Chicago, MEEA brings together a respected network of members, partners, board and staff, and inspires others to create new technologies, new products and new ways of thinking when it comes to energy efficiency.

They are here for the region as a channel for positive change. MEEA balances the diverse interests of its members and network across the public and private sectors, to create a common ground on the single most important issue of our time - energy efficiency. It's the first step in addressing every environmental and energy challenge facing us.  Efficiency is about getting more energy out of every dollar, and maximizing energy savings, making us more economically competitive.

To see how MEEA can assist your clients with energy efficiency information, programs and services, please visit their website at: www.mwalliance.org
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS GREEN ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM
The Illinois Green Energy Program is a pilot program through the Illinois Treasurers Office that encourages energy efficient development and improvements by offering low interest loans to businesses, non-profit organizations and local governments in Illinois.   Funds can be used to finance the purchase or installation of energy efficient and renewable energy equipment at participating lenders.   Projects can range from $10,000 to $10 million.    To learn more about this new program that just recently started, please call the Illinois Treasurers Office at: 217-557-6436 or visit their website at:

http://www.treasurer.il.gov/programs/cultivate-illinois/green-energy.aspx 
MOVES AND NEWS

In the 11/17 edition of the Moves and News section, we alerted you of the upcoming 25th Anniversary of the Illinois SBDC, which will take place in 2009.   As we continue to move forward in the planning process, we would welcome your thoughts and ideas.   Please share your suggestions on how we can effectively promote this accomplishment through marketing activities, events and other avenues.    Your creative ideas, shared with your DCEO Network Coordinator, would be greatly appreciated.    We will continue to update you on plans as they are being developed.    Thank you in advance for sharing your ideas.


 

      

     

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
