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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  GOVERNOR ANNOUNCES CAREERBUILDER.COM PARTNERSHIP

-  ARCHIVE OF THE IEN BIC WEBINAR HELD ON 11/19

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - CLIPIUS TECHNOLOGIES 
-  GREAT AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS CHALLENGE - VIDEO

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - WHAT IS THE "MY WEBCATS" PAGE?
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.ILLINOISWORKNET.COM
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - ENERGY TAX CREDITS 

-  MOVES AND NEWS
GOVERNOR ANNOUNCES CAREERBUILDER.COM PARTNERSHIP

Governor Rod R. Blagojevich recently announced the creation of a new partnership between Illinois workNet and CareerBuilder.com. The new partnership will provide real-time access to job openings in high growth industries, and will help Illinois residents and business access additional career planning, training, and job placement services.

“I know that the national economic slowdown continues to challenge Illinois’ workers,” Governor Blagojevich said. “The state of Illinois is doing our part to make sure Illinois workers have the resources needed to compete in today’s marketplace. The Illinois workNet Portal, and our new partnership with CareerBuilder.com, provide critical tools and resources for Illinois job seekers,” Governor Blagojevich said.

Illinois workNet is the state’s newly-transformed workforce development system, and is providing individuals, businesses, and workforce professionals in Illinois a set of useful, high-quality resources aimed at enhancing workforce development in our state. The system integrates physical locations with online resources available through the Illinois workNet portal (www.illinoisworknet.com), which can be accessed at homes, offices and onsite at more than 420 community partners statewide. 

The CareerBuilder.com partnership is a component of Illinois workNet and a statewide strategy to leverage web-based tools to increase opportunities for individuals and business. High-growth industries, which will be focused upon with this partnership, will provide the majority of Illinois' job creation in the 21st century. These jobs tend to offer good salaries and benefits. Illinois’ four leading high-growth industries are: Healthcare; Information Technology; Transportation, Distribution and Logistics; and Manufacturing.
 “Illinois workNet represents one of the many ways Governor Blagojevich and the State of Illinois are working to help develop, maintain and support a strong, skilled, well-trained workforce,” said Jack Lavin, director, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity. “We are proud to partner with CareerBuilder.com to expand Illinois workNet’s offerings in high-growth industries, helping hardworking Illinoisans who have been affected by industry downturns.”

CareerBuilder.com is the nation’s largest online job site. Founded in 1995, CareerBuilder.com posts more than 1.6 million jobs from more than 300,000 employers.

“CareerBuilder.com is proud to partner with the Governor and the state of Illinois on this innovative public-private partnership. It is our hope that this new tool will promote jobs in high-growth industries and help provide resources needed for individuals looking to move into these careers,” said Brent Rasmussen, President of CareerBuilder North America.  “CareerBuilder.com has been headquartered in Illinois since 2002 and we attribute much of our own success to the incredible employees that we have been able to hire in the state.” 
ARCHIVE OF THE IEN BIC WEBINAR HELD ON 11/19

We would like to thank Darryl Thomas for his presentation on the 11/19 webinar explaining the services and assistance available through the IEN BIC.    This 30 minute presentation was well received and provided participants with an overview of the information and help that staff can provide to small businesses and entrepreneurs.    In case you were not able to participate we are including a link to the archived video presentation.    This would be an excellent tool to share with clients that they can watch at any time convenient for them.    To watch the video, please click on the link below.    You will be asked to login with your name and email address.  https://cc.readytalk.com/play?id=wkx8wvd3
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - CLIPIUS TECHNOLOGIES 
Ajay Mahajan is a professor of mechanical engineering and energy processes at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale.    He is also President of Clipius Technologies, Inc.   This client of the Southern Illinois Entrepreneurship Center at SIU-C creates antimicrobial coatings for spinal implants and instrumentation. Two types of novel coatings are being investigated.  One is a customized silica-based coating, while the other is a novel diamond-based coating.   He has also filed three patents through the university, and one of them earned NASA's best medical invention award last year.

In addition, Clipius Technologies was a participant in the 2008 Innovate Illinois competition.   On November 19th it was announced by Governor Blagojevich that the company was the runner-up winner of the Early Stage category.   This is for businesses with an idea for an innovative product, service or process.    We want to congratulate Clipius Technologies on their success and for winning a 2008 Innovate Illinois award.   Congratulations also to the Southern Illinois Entrepreneurship Center staff on their work in assisting this technology client.
GREAT AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS CHALLENGE - VIDEO

For those SBDCs who were not able to participate in either of the two webinars held last week to explain the Great American Small Business Challenge, we have it recorded.    You may now watch this 13 minute video at your leisure.    We hope you will take advantage of the free resources available to you as an Illinois SBDC.   To view the video, simply click on the following:  http://www.screencast.com/t/rDl40IkY8  
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - WHAT IS THE "MY WEBCATS" PAGE?
My WebCATS is a pop-up window that displays a listing of timely events affecting your user account.  It's available by selecting View | MyWebCATS from the navigation menu or, depending on your settings, it may automatically open upon login to WebCATS.   MyWebCATS features up to five types of events:

· Client follow-ups that recently came due or will come due shortly

· Clients that haven't been counseled for a significant period of time

· Conferences that are scheduled to begin shortly or that are currently in progress

· Counseling requests, conference requests and survey completions that were recently submitted through eCenter Direct, an optional component of Softshare 'CATS

· Records that were recently edited, added or deleted 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.ILLINOISWORKNET.COM
As indicated above last week Governor Blagojevich announced the creation of a new partnership between Illinois workNet and CareerBuilder.com. The new partnership will provide real-time access to job openings in high growth industries, and will help Illinois residents and business access additional career planning, training, and job placement services.   

Illinois workNet is the state’s newly-transformed workforce development system, and is providing individuals, businesses, and workforce professionals in Illinois a set of useful, high-quality resources aimed at enhancing workforce development in our state. The system integrates physical locations with online resources available through the Illinois workNet portal www.illinoisworknet.com which can be accessed at homes, offices and onsite at more than 420 community partners statewide. 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - ENERGY TAX CREDITS 

Established in 1995, the Database of State Incentives for Renewables & Efficiency (DSIRE) is an ongoing project funded by the U.S. Department of Energy.   DSIRE is a comprehensive source of information on state, local, utility, and federal incentives that promote renewable energy and energy efficiency.    Below is the link to the Federal Incentives for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy federal tax credits.     To learn which incentives may apply to your clients, please visit:  http://www.dsireusa.org/  and then click on the “Federal Incentives” link.

MOVES AND NEWS

We would like to offer our sincere congratulations to Ms. Linda Brand as she begins her well deserved retirement from the DCEO IEN Business Information Center.   Linda has worked for the agency since 1983 and we thank her for her many years of service on behalf of Illinois small businesses.   Her last day in the office will be Wednesday, November 26th.  We wish her the very best for an enjoyable retirement.

Reminder - Annual Strategic Planning Session - December 11th and 12th

The Annual Strategic Planning Session for the IEN has been set for the afternoon of Thursday December 11th and the morning of Friday December 12th, 2008.    This event will again be held in Springfield at the Hilton Hotel.   Please save these dates, for those who are interested in participating.    A lodging room block at the hotel is now available for participants to make reservations.    When calling to make a room reservation, please dial: 217 - 789 - 1530 and ask for the room block under the name, "IEN SBDC Strategic".   An agenda will be available in the near future.  If you have any additional questions, please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator.   Thanks for your interest and participation in this important planning effort.


 

      

     

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
