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May each of you, your family and your loved ones 
have a very Special and Joyful Thanksgiving Holiday ! ! 

November 23, 2009 

In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  LAST CHANCE ! !  SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATIONS

-  WEBINAR – BIDDING, PACKAGING AND SHIPPING

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - MyWebCATS SCREEN

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK -  WWW.EXIM.GOV
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - TECNOLOGY MAKEOVER 

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATIONS

LAST CHANCE ! ! !   SPECIAL REMINDER ! ! !   

Nomination information for the 2010 SBA Illinois Small Business Week Awards can now be found at http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_nomination_guidelines.pdf.  Also please click on http://www.nationalsmallbusinessweek.com/_files/live/2010AwardNomForm.pdf to find the 2010 Small Business Awards Nomination Form.   To find valuable information and tips on how to write a winning nomination please click on http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_ten_tips_for_writing_winnin.pdf.  The Small Business Awards program is a great opportunity to help clients and small business advocates gain much deserved special recognition for their accomplishments and to celebrate the tremendous impact small businesses have on the Illinois economy.  Each center should have at least one client or small business advocate that should be nominated for this important program.  Please review the nomination materials and make every effort to submit your nominations as soon as possible. 

All nominations must be submitted to the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago by November 24, 2009.   

SPECIAL NOTE:  If you have already submitted or plan to submit any nominations to SBA for the Small Business Awards Program please let us know by emailing Rodney.Hollenstine@illinois.gov.   
WEBINAR – BIDDING, PACKAGING AND SHIPPING

A free webinar  “Bidding on DOD Solicitations and Shipping Products to the Military” will be hosted by the US Small Business Administration (SBA).Small business owners and entrepreneurs are invited to attend.

  

Presenter: Doug Jokinen, a Packaging Specialist assigned to the Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) Logistics and Safety Center. Prior to assuming his duties in the Packaging Branch, Doug was a Packaging Field Support Representative of the DCMA West District organization. Doug is duty stationed at the DCMA Twin Cities office located in the Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building at Fort Snelling, MN. 

This three part series has been designed for the manufacturing specialist interested in bidding on DoD solicitations and shipping products to the military. The presentations will provide basic definitions and explanations of the various types of military marking requirements and the marking formats that are applicable at the item, unit pack and shipment level. 

Session #1: RFID (Radio Frequency Identification)–January 19, 2010 at 10AM to 11AM Central Time 
RFID encompasses technologies that use radio waves to automatically identify individual shipment units including cases, palletized loads and multimodal containers. Find out how the military is using this modern technology in their procurement efforts. Specific topics to be addressed include Active vs. Passive RFID, contract requirements, tag data formats, advance shipment notice and supplier options in meeting the DoD RFID mandate. 

Session #2: IUID (Item Unique Identification) – January 26, 2010 at 10AM to 11AM Central Time 
This block of instruction will familiarize the participants with IUID contract requirements, formatting, data submittal and applicable item marking in accordance with MIL-STD-130 requirements. Gain insight into DoD Policy on Item Unique Identification and the applicability to specific items under contract. The session will address DoD IUID data construct options approved for DoD use and corresponding item data input to the DoD IUID Registry. 

Session #3: MIL-STD-129P – February 2, 2010 at 10AM to 11AM Central Time 
MIL-STD-129P, Change #4 describes package marking requirements, including human readable identification marking, bar code symbols, Military Shipment Labels (MSL) and RFID tag application. Specific identification marking data elements will be defined, various bar code symbologies and their applications will be described, special marking and shipment documentation requirements will also be reviewed in this training module.  

This Webinar will use ReadyTalk, SBA's multi-media training tool. ReadyTalk allows you to attend valuable training from the convenience of your home or office at no cost to you. It's easy to use! 

Registration Procedures: Send an email to laura.cawley@sba.gov with WEBINAR RESERVATION and the name and date of the session you wish to attend in the subject line. Include your name, phone number and (if applicable) your organization, agency or company name. We will send you an email confirming your registration, and include the toll-free conference dial-in number and the participant access code for both the phone and web portions of the seminar. Register Today! Space is limited. 

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 
Mary Margaret Maule from the Illinois SBDC at McHenry County College is quoted in this recent story about Entrepreneurship in a Down Economy in the Northwest Herald. 
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - MyWebCATS SCREEN 

I’d prefer that the MyWebCATS screen not automatically open when I log in. How do I disable it?  The MyWebCATS screen, by default, is set to open each time you log in to WebCATS. It’s designed to provide you with a listing of timely events affecting your user account; however, if you prefer to disable the automatic opening of this page, you may do so directly from the MyWebCATS screen itself (View|MyWebCATS).

Simply deselect the Show this window upon login? option located at the bottom of the MyWebCATS screen. This will disable the automatic display of the MyWebCATS screen for all future logins. Even though you’ve disabled the automatic display of this screen, you can still access MyWebCATS at any time by selecting it from the WebCATS left-hand menu. A WebCATS system administrator can disable the automatic display of MyWebCATS for all WebCATS users from WinCATS’ Global Configuration settings. Furthermore, system administrators can also activate or inactivate certain sections of the MyWebCATS screen.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – WWW.EXIM.GOV  

Go to http://www.exim.gov/ to get more details on how the Export-Import Bank of the United States (Ex-Im Bank) has raised the upper limit of its small business multi-buyer export credit insurance policy. This will allow more small businesses to export their goods and services more easily. U.S. exporters designated as small businesses under Small Business Administration standards, and with annual export credit sales of $7,500,000 or less, now are eligible for enhanced coverage under Ex-Im Bank's short-term small business multi-buyer insurance policy. Previously the eligibility ceiling was $5,000,000. The policy enhancements include: 1) no first loss deductibles, 2) discounted insurance premiums, and 3) the receipt of cost-free, exporter performance risk protection for lenders financing receivables for qualified exporters.

The broadened program eligibility will be effective December 1, 2009 for new small business multibuyer policy applicants. Current Ex-Im Bank multibuyer policyholders who previously were ineligible for coverage enhancements but are eligible under the new ceiling, will be offered conversions to the enhanced policy.  Ex-Im Bank's short-term multibuyer insurance policies protect the exporter's portfolio of export credit risks. These policies are effective tools in helping U.S. exporters to mitigate foreign credit risk, expand their marketing through extension of liberalized selling terms, and promote access to foreign receivable financing.

Over the past year, Ex-Im Bank has launched a number of other initiatives to strengthen support for small business exporters in the face of the economy's tightened liquidity.

For example, the Bank opened its working capital guarantee program to indirect U.S. exporters. Companies that produce goods or services that are sold to U.S. companies, and are subsequently exported, are now eligible to apply for working capital loans guaranteed by Ex-Im Bank. 

Also, to support U.S. exports to South Korea, the Bank granted special delegated authority to help meet increased demand to insure U.S. lenders' confirmation of Korean bank letters of credit. Senior Ex-Im Bank officials have been given the authority to approve requests for up to $2.9 billion in insurance cover involving letters of credit issued by 11 Korean financial institutions. The vast majority of U.S. exporters selling to South Korea are small- and medium-sized businesses, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Similar authorities have been provided by the Bank to support financial institutions in India, Nigeria and Angola, among others.

In fiscal year 2009, Ex-Im Bank achieved its highest financing level since its establishment in 1934, authorizing more than $21 billion in support of U.S. exports. The Bank also set a record for financing of U.S. small business exports at $4.36 billion. Ex-Im Bank is the official export-credit agency of the United States. The independent, self-sustaining federal agency, now in its 75th year, helps create and maintain U.S. jobs by financing the sale of U.S. exports, primarily to emerging markets throughout the world, by providing loan guarantees, export credit insurance and direct loans.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – TECNOLOGY MAKEOVER

The Women’s Business Development Center is excited to announce the 2009 Small Business Technology Makeover Competition!  Companies can apply to win more than $35,000 in FREE technology products and services to help their business grow.  For more details on the Women’s Business Development Center 2009 Technology Makeover Competition click on  
http://www.wbdctechnologymakeover.com/default.aspx.  
 

The prize package includes: a server and network upgrade; web site design and development; Microsoft Small Business Server and five copies of Microsoft Office; two months free high-speed internet, e-mail, anti-virus protection, telephone and cable service; Microsoft Office classroom training for up to five people; Microsoft SharePoint portal; and a Xerox Phaser color network printer and supplies.
 

To be eligible, a company must have been in business for at least two years, have a minimum of two work stations and be located in Illinois.  Applications will be judged on the strength of the business or marketing plan, the financial strength of the company and explanation of how a business technology makeover would increase the business’s productivity.
 

For a complete list of rules, and to apply, visit http://www.wbdc.org/ResourceCenter/TechnologyMakeover.aspx.  Entries must be submitted electronically and only completed entries will be considered.  The WBDC, Microsoft, Comcast and other sponsors will select judges, who in turn will select five semi-finalists.  A representative judge will visit each finalist at her place of business for a short interview.  The winner will be announced in January 2010.
 

In addition to Microsoft and Comcast, other sponsors include Techcare, Market M, Synergistic Networks, Directions Training Center, MXOTech and Chicago Office Technology Group.
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

New this week on CENTERCONNECT you will find the latest SBA Lenders Performance list for Fiscal Year 2010 as of 10-31-09.  Also you can click on the following link 

	
	The SBA's 7(a) Loan Program: A Flexible Tool for Commercial Lenders  to go to an Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) Publication on the SBA’s 7(a) Loan program. This edition of Community Development Insights examines the primary bank risks, benefits, and regulatory considerations associated with the Small Business Administration's 7(a) Loan Program. The report provides a comprehensive overview of the program for lenders that may be considering expanding their product line with 7(a) loans. It also highlights how banks can use the 7(a) program to develop new business, mitigate risk, enhance profitability, improve liquidity management, and meet certain regulatory requirements.


 
MOVES AND NEWS 

Effective Friday, November 20th Jaime Viteri, Managing Director of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network has left DCEO to pursue his own entrepreneurial endeavors.  Jaime plans to follow his passion for entrepreneurship as he develops his business ventures. The IEN and DCEO wish him much success in his entrepreneurial pursuits.

NORBIC MOVES - - The offices for the Illinois SBDC, ITC and PTAC at NORBIC have moved to 8430 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL  60631.   The main number for the offices is still  773.594.9292 however, the direct extensions for each of the centers have been changed to:    SBDC – 6804;    PTAC – 6806;  and    ITC – 6807.  
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ilsbdc.biz/" 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
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 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
