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Small Business Awards Nominations
SBA has just released information about the nomination process for its Annual SBA Small Business Awards.   We strongly encourage each member of the IEN to submit a nomination.  Below you will find a link to the 2008 SBA Awards Package to be used to nominate small business owners and champions in the following categories:
· Small Business Person of the Year 

· Small Business Exporter of the Year 

· Young Entrepreneur of the Year 

· Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Small Business 

· Financial Services Champion 

· Home-Based Business Champion 

· Minority Small Business Champion 

· Small Business Journalist of the Year  

· Veteran Small Business Champion 

· Women in Business Champion
Please use this link http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_2008_nomination_guide.pdf  for nomination guidelines and forms.  Also attached is a checklist for the small business person/champion nomination package.  Nominations are due in the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago by November 23, 2007.  Please send to:  
 

Mark Ferguson - U.S. Small Business Administration
500 West Madison Street, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL  60661-2511

SEDAC November 2007 Newsletter

Please click here http://smartenergy.arch.uiuc.edu/pdf/newsletter3_11.pdf for your copy of the November 2007 newsletter from the Smart Energy Design Assistance Center. 

2008 Environmental Workshops

The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, Small Business Environmental Assistance Program along with the Illinois EPA, Department of Public Health, Emergency Management Agency, Department of Natural Resources and numerous industry co-sponsors will be holding eight workshops around the state in January - March to educate the construction industry and other related industries about requirements for asbestos, lead, radon, mold, floodplains, endangered species and safety and health. In addition, participants will learn about recycling options and energy efficient building.

Commercial & Residential Contractors, Demolition Contractors, Realtors, Property Managers, Building Maintenance Providers, Architects, Home Inspectors, Local Building & Zoning Officials & Inspectors are urged to attend.

A $35 nonrefundable fee will be charged to cover meal expenses.

Workshops will be held from 8:30-4:30 in the following cities on the dates below:

January     16, 2008       Mt. Vernon

January     17, 2008       Collinsville

February      7, 2008      Springfield

February    20, 2008       Joliet

February    26, 2008       Moline

February    27, 2008       East Peoria

March           4, 2008     Downers Grove

March          5, 2008    Arlington Heights

Registration and location details may be found at www.ienconnect.com/enviro. If you have questions or would like to register for one of the workshops, please contact the Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Helpline at 800.252.3998, or send an e-mail to dceo.sbeap@illinois.gov.

Creating A State Reg Flex Community
Click here http://www.sba.gov/advo/roundup07_11.pdf to view the SBA’s Office of Advocacy first State Reg Flex Roundup!
 
When the Office of Advocacy held the “Building a Better Small Business Climate: State Regulatory Flexibility Best Practices” in March 2007, participants indicated that one thing they wanted was to build an ongoing state “reg flex” community.  This newsletter is SBA’s attempt to do just that.
 
The goal is to let you know what is happening in other states, and just as importantly, to link you to the reg flex practitioners in those states.  SBA hopes that by providing short articles and contact information that you learn from each other as you face the challenges of implementing regulatory flexibility for small business.
 
This newsletter is yours. The Office of Advocacy will send it out, but they need your articles, your ideas, and your suggestions.  So please feel free to them with your short updates on how your state is implementing reg flex and how you are overcoming the challenges you face. For more information: Tom Sullivan, thomas.sullivan@sba.gov.
Small Business Makes Illinois A Great Place To Live

By Ray Marchiori, Regional Advocate - Office of Advocacy, U.S. Small Business Administration  -  What makes a neighborhood, a community, a city, and a state vibrant, alive, and a great place to live?  What gives a place that special flavor, what makes it unique and a good place to work and raise a family?  In large part, local small businesses give a community its character, its sense of growth, and its optimism.

 

This is especially true in Illinois.  The most recent data shows just how important small business is to Illinois families.  Here, small business continues to create new jobs.  According to the recently released Small Business Profile for the States and Territories by the Office of Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration, small businesses added 53,500 net new jobs in 2004, the latest period studied.  But as they say in the infomercials, “that’s not all!”  The updated profile also shows that in 2006, Illinois had an estimated 1,121,300 small businesses, of which 290,600 were employer firms.  Those small businesses employed 50.7 percent of the state’s non-farm private workforce (in 2004).

 

Further, diversity of business ownership is bringing more of the state’s minorities and women into the economic mainstream.  The data documents that Illinois has 44,500 Asian-owned firms, 68,700 Black-owned firms, 39,500 Hispanic-owned firms, 3,400 Native American-owned firms, and 660 Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander-owned firms.  Moreover, women-owned firms total 285,000 and generate $46.9 billion in revenue (all in 2002, the latest year available).

 

The 30,230 new firms with employees in 2006 showed just how optimistic Illinois’s entrepreneurs are about the future.  More importantly, those firms are driving the economy.  Office of Advocacy research has shown that new business creation is key to the state’s ability to increase gross state product, state personal income, and total state employment.

 

Unfortunately, because the businesses are small and individually don’t appear to be important, policy makers tend to overlook them when discussing and implementing regulatory, tax, and economic proposals.  Because they are overlooked, some do not understand how their programs, rules, and regulations can harm small business.

 

The result is that small business faces an uneven playing field.  According to Advocacy research, just complying with federal regulations costs the nation’s smallest firms $7,647 per employee each year.  That is 45 percent more than the per-employee costs of their larger counterparts.  

 

As the years have gone by, the total annual federal regulatory burden on the economy has grown to enormous proportions.  Complying with all federal regulations now costs our economy $1.1 trillion per year -- that’s more per household than the cost of healthcare. It’s time to help lighten that load by streamlining and updating outdated and ineffective regulations.

 

The Office of Advocacy’s new Regulatory Review and Reform initiative (r3) does just that.  The initiative encourages small business stakeholders to identify current rules that are outdated or ineffective and recommend targeted reforms.  The result will be an annual “Top 10” list of current regulations that are ripe for reform.  Advocacy will work with the relevant federal agencies to make sure they understand the impact of those current regulations on small business.  In addition, we will provide them with training in how to review and reform outdated and ineffective rules.

 

We are calling for nominations of federal rules and regulations in need of review and reform, and we need your help to make r3 a success.  Nominations are due by December 31, 2007.  You can make them by visiting the r3 website at www.sba.gov/advo/r3, sending an email to advocacy@sba.gov, or calling Keith Holman at (202) 205-6936.

 

Small business is what makes neighborhoods, communities, and states strong.  Small business creates jobs, develops innovative products and services, and brings diversity to our economy.  By leveling the playing field and supporting small business with regulatory relief through the r3 initiative, we can keep our communities a great place to live for our children and grandchildren.  

 

Ray Marchiori is the Midwestern Regional Advocate for the Office of Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration.  He is the direct link between small business owners, state and local government agencies, state legislators, small business associations, and SBA's Office of Advocacy.  Contact Ray Marchiori at (312) 353-8614 or raymond.marchiori@sba.gov.
Strategic Planning Session - December 6th and 7th

The Annual Strategic Planning Meeting of the Illinois SBDC will be held in Springfield on Thursday December 6th, beginning at 1pm and will conclude on Friday December 7th by noon.   SBDCs, ITC/NOCs, PTACs and ECs are all invited and encouraged to participate.    At this event, we will review our current strategic plan, apply it to the 4 areas of the Balanced Scorecard approach to strategic planning and identify key performance indicators as needed.    Mr. Eric Rinehart has again agreed to facilitate our planning sessions.   

Our planning meeting will be held at the Springfield Hilton Hotel at 700 East Adams Street.    A block of sleeping rooms has been set aside at the Hilton and can be reserved by calling the Hilton at 217-789-1530 and asking for the SBDC/Strategic room block.    A refreshment break on Thursday afternoon will be provided, as well as a breakfast buffet on Friday morning.   We hope you will join us for this very important meeting.   If you have any questions, please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator.
Website of the Week - www.growilbiz.org
After the IESBGA Conference, we realized that there are many individuals who are new to the IEN.   We wanted to remind new and not so new members of a very valuable tool available to all of us.   This website address is that of the Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association (IESBGA).   Within the "Members Section" of this website is a Skills Profile area.    It is designed to be a resource for each of you to use when you need assistance in a specific area.   It will let you search by topic to find out which member of the Network has expertise in a particular subject.   However, it will only be effective, if each of you completes the Skills Profile for yourself.

It is easy to do.   Simply go to the website and look for the Members Section on the right hand side of the webpage.    Your "username" is the email address you use as your IESBGA membership email address.    Your "password" is your last name.   Once logged in, please take the time to complete your own Skills Profile.    We can each be a resource for one another, if we all share the knowledge and expertise we have.    Thanks to each of you for taking the time to complete your profile. 

Resource of the Week - The Small Business Edge

The "Small Business Edge - The Edge You Need To Succeed" in small business is a place you can go to find tips, information and other resources to help start, manage, grow and even save a small business.   On their site, you can access articles, webcasts, podcasts and radio broadcasts on topics pertaining to current issues.   They have sections on financing, marketing, technology and government contracting.    These are the people who provide us with the Small Business Success magazine and Winning Bids.    They include the ASBDC, SBA, SCORE and other organizations as their partners.   To find out more, please visit: www.smallbusinessedge.com
Moves and News 

We would like to welcome Mr. Nicholas LeMay who has been appointed assistant director of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Rend Lake College in Mt. Vernon.    Mr. LeMay began his new duties on November 14th.   He earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Workforce Development from SIU at Carbondale and has been both news director at WDML and regional director of news for WMIX since 1999.    Welcome, Nicholas.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
