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REGISTER FOR THE IEN BIC PRESENTATION WEBINAR ON 11/19

The monthly webinar series which is a partnership of the Illinois SBDC, U.S. Small Business Administration, the Internal Revenue Service and the Illinois Department of Revenue, will resume again this week   The purpose of these one hour webinars is to feature small business assistance programs available through the partner organizations.   The next program will be on Wednesday, 11/19 at 1pm.   It will feature the assistance and services available through the IEN Business Information Center (BIC).   Our presenter will be Mr. Darryl Thomas, Acting Manager of the IEN BIC.  These free webinars use ReadyTalk technology and are coordinated by the SBA.   All you need to participate is a personal computer and telephone.   Instructions for registering are in this link: https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/schedule/display.do?udc=16i4c5nxp53od   

THE GREAT AMERICAN SMALL BUSINESS CHALLENGE - WEBINARS

To help Illinois SBDCs learn more about the free resources available to them to assist their clients, two webinars have been scheduled for this week.   The schedule, webinar login instructions and more information about this effort are all below.

Wednesday, November 19 at 12:00 PM Central Standard Time (Chicago Time). Link: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/365947851 
Conference Call: Dial 914-339-0013 Meeting ID: 365-947-851
Thursday, November 20 at 12:00 PM Central Standard Time (Chicago Time). Link: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/615282003 
Conference call: Dial 646-558-2104 Meeting ID: 615-282-003 

Also, here are a few links to learn more about the Challenge:
Handbook: http://www.onthesystem.com/SF.cfm?ID=0b1dec7aad97339f08ae1e96180d0600 
Community: http://www.GreatAmericanSmallBusinessChallenge.com 
2 minute video: http://www.greatamericansmallbusinesschallenge.com/video/join-the-challenge-now
The Great American Small Business Challenge is a new, non-profit, national business competition that provides SBDCs and small companies with access to free software, training and support.  The Challenge is like the Malcolm Baldrige Award, but right-sized for smaller businesses. The target audience are high-impact and high-potential companies who lack the organizational infrastructure they need to break-through.  The Challenge is the right medicine for these difficult economic times where small companies need to learn how to get lean to stay competitive and survive.  Participating SBDCs receive free access to training scripts, PowerPoint's, email templates, press release templates and more. Currently about 25 centers are involved in the Challenge.   

 

The coordinator of the Challenge is Mr. Mike Kramer.    He will be our webinar presenter. 

mkramer@TheGreatAmericanSmallBusinessChallenge.com     Office: 847-675-8211    Cell: 847-414-6333

QUARTERLY SMALL BUSINESS INDICATORS

The U.S. economy experienced weakness in the third quarter, as real gross domestic product fell 0.3 percent.  Meanwhile, the unemployment rate in August and September rose to 6.1 percent, its highest point since September 2003, and the U.S. economy has lost jobs each month in 2008.  The Federal Reserve has expressed concern about weaknesses in the economy and in the credit markets, and small business owners and consumers are pessimistic about the overall economy.  Yet, real exports remained strong, and four industrial sectors continue to see job gains -- education and health services, government, natural resources and mining, and other services.  Prime rates are 4.25 percent lower than this time last year, and oil prices have fallen dramatically in the past month or so.  These and other trends are examined in the update for the third quarter 2008 edition of The Quarterly Indicators: The Economy and Small Business.

Quarterly Indicators: The Economy and Small Business is located at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/sbqei0803.pdf  Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Chad Moutray at (202) 205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov.

HOMELAND SECURITY SBIR ANNOUNCEMENT

DHS released a solicitation for its 2009 SBIR (DHS SBIR-2009.1) on November 12.  Proposals must be submitted by January 5, 2009.  Small business concerns with the capability to conduct research and development (R&D) in any of the topic areas described in Section 8.0 of the solicitation and would commercialize the results of that R&D are encouraged to participate.  Topics include:
·  Low-Cost and Rapid DNA-based Biometric Device
·  Submillimeter-wave Vector Measurements for Explosive Materials
·  Non Antibody-Based, Selective and Rapid Protein Analysis for Detection of Viruses and Bacteria in Environmental Samples
·  Decision Analytic Approaches for CBRN Terrorism Risk Assessment           
·  Hard Drive Unlocking
·  Highly Scalable Identity Management Tools
·  Autonomous (or alternative) In-Liquid Survey Vehicle 
To access the FY 09.1 solicitation, go to https://sbir.dhs.gov .  The Illinois Homeland Security Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center (HSIEC) at Northwestern University can assist small businesses in submitting proposals for this solicitation.  For more information, contact Pat Statwick at p-statwick@northwestern.edu. 

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - DEMERA RESTAURANT
Reda Tigist and Girmai Lemma came to the Illinois SBDC at Hull House seeking help with a business plan for opening an Ethiopian restaurant in the Uptown neighborhood at Lawrence and Broadway in Chicago.   Reda had previously worked in a restaurant, but had no experience managing or owning one.    They planned on operating the restaurant with Girmai, her husband, as the principal chef.  While both had limited experience in the restaurant industry, they were incredibly enthusiastic about this start-up and had established contacts with other Ethiopian restaurant owners, as well as the property owner and contractor at their desired location on Broadway.  The SBDC counselor reviewed and revised their business plan and assisted them in obtaining a loan to finance the restaurant startup.  In November 2007, they opened Demera Ethiopian Restaurant at 4801 North Broadway with the help of a $15,000 loan from Accion, a $60,000 Home Equity loan, and a $20,000 SOHO loan from Innovative Bank. They are still in business and have created twelve jobs.   Congratulations to Demera Restaurant on a successful first year in business and we hope they have many more.    Congratulations also to the Illinois SBDC at Hull House for helping this business get started and creating jobs.
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - POSTING CONFERENCES
All future training events can be posted on the eCenter Direct site.   This is done by adding the initial information for a future training event in your WebCATS System under the "add conference" section.   Your conference record will display a new section that is devoted entirely to eCenter.  The first field in this eCenter section is the Post this conference on eCenter? check box.  This check box must be selected in order to make a conference available for viewing and registration via eCenter's training events calendar page.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - HTTP://WEBLOG.SBA.GOV/BLOG-ADVO/
The SBA Office of Advocacy has started a new blog called the Small Business Watchdog.  You can keep up with the latest from Advocacy by visiting this site as well.   They invite everyone to participate and leave comments.   You are asked to help share this site with your clients and peers so more people will participate in the conversation.    To visit the blog, please click on: http://weblog.sba.gov/blog-advo/
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - TAKE THE COLD (OUT OF COLD CALLING) 
There are thousands of books that teach you how to sell. There are many that teach you how to find information. This is the only book that teaches how to quickly locate information online and how to apply it to win business.  Take the Cold out of Cold Calling is a fascinating journey into the world of information, how to find it, and how to apply it to make sure you're offering solutions you want and need. Learn the inside secrets of using search engines to get exactly what you want the first time, every time.    Many of you will remember the author of this book, Mr. Sam Richter who was formerly the Director of the Hill Research Library.   Sam has made presentations at the IESBGA Fall Conference and did an outstanding job of sharing how to effectively search the internet.    Now that he has written book that combines effective search techniques with effective selling practices we wanted to make you aware of this resource. To learn more about Take the Cold, please visit his website at:  http://www.takethecold.com/
MOVES AND NEWS

In 2009, we will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the Illinois SBDC.   We wanted to share this information with you now, so you can begin thinking about how to take advantage of this marketing opportunity.    Additional details and plans will be provided in the near future.    To all of the member Centers of the Illinois SBDC, we congratulate you and thank you for your outstanding service to Illinois small businesses and entrepreneurs.



 

      

     

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
