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-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS- ACTIVITY RECORDS MISSING?

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - www.fema.gov/gov/business
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - IRS NEWS FOR BUSINESS
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS - DAN VOORHIS
SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATIONS

IMPORTANT REMINDER ! ! !  Nomination information for the 2010 SBA Illinois Small Business Week Awards can now be found at http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_nomination_guidelines.pdf.  Also please click on http://www.nationalsmallbusinessweek.com/_files/live/2010AwardNomForm.pdf to find the 2010 Small Business Awards Nomination Form.   To find valuable information and tips on how to write a winning nomination please click on http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_ten_tips_for_writing_winnin.pdf.  The Small Business Awards program is a great opportunity to help clients and small business advocates gain much deserved special recognition for their accomplishments and to celebrate the tremendous impact small businesses have on the Illinois economy.  Each center should have at least one client or small business advocate that should be nominated for this important program.  Please review the nomination materials and make every effort to submit your nominations as soon as possible. 

All nominations must be submitted to the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago by November 24, 2009.     

HOMEPRENEURS: A VITAL ECONOMIC FORCE

New research from the University of Maryland's Robert H. Smith School of Business indicates that home-based companies employ more people than venture-backed businesses. Researchers culled data from the recent Network Solutions Small Business Success Index, which debunks some myths about homepreneurs. The report Homepreneurs: A Vital Economic Force finds that 75% of homepreneurs work full time in their business, half have been in business for more than 15 years and half have employees.  Go to  Homepreneurs: A Vital Economic Force for more details. 

SEDAC’s NOVEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that this month's issue of SEDAC's newsletter is now available for download at www.sedac.org.   


CERTIFICATION WEBINAR- DECEMBER 17TH 

The Illinois PTAC at the Women's Business Development Center and the SBA invite small business owners and entrepreneurs to attend a free webinar.   This webinar session will provide information to individuals, small business owners and entrepreneurs about certification for women owned businesses.   "Is Certification Right for You?" will be held on Thursday, December 17th.   It will begin at 1:00pm and is scheduled for 90 minutes.

The webinar will use ReadyTalk, SBA's multi-media training tool.   ReadyTalk allows you to attend valuable training from the convenience of your home or office at no cost to you.   It is also very easy to use.

To register, please send an email to: laura.cawley@sba.gov with WEBINAR RESERVATION and the SESSION DATE you wish to attend, in the subject line.   Include your name, phone number, and if applicable, company name.   You will be sent an email two days prior to the event, confirming your registration.   It will also include the toll free conference dial in number and the participant access code for both the phone and web portions of the seminar.   Register today, space is limited !


IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK – EMERGING 200 GRADUATION
Congratulations to the Emerging 200 Graduation Class of 2009.  The Class of 2009 will be recognized on Monday, November 16, 2009 in Chicago.   The Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network are proud to support this special U.S. Small Business Administration initiative.  Ten inner-city companies are emerging with their strategic growth plans from this year’s Emerging 200 Initiative (e200) Class.  Join us as we recognize and congratulate the Chicago Emerging 200 Class of 2009 Firms and Owners:

America’s Dog  -  Amit Gaurl

A-Pro Staffing LLC  -  Gladys Jossell

Coleman Development Corp.  -  Lester Coleman

Donoso Inc.  -  Ron Dean

On-Call Surgical Services, LLC  -  Ronnell Showell

Onyx Distribution & Services LLC -  Freeda Muldoon

Sandstorm Design  -  Sandy Marsico

Shelley Construction Co.  -  Shelley Markle

Vantage Solutions LLC  -  Vanessa Smith McTier

The Wright Fit  -  Barbara Wright
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - ACTIVITY RECORDS MISSING? 
I know a client has had more activity than what I'm seeing in WebCATS. Why are some activity records missing? It's most likely that your user account has the "Funding Source Lock for Reporting" option applied to it. When this option is selected, you are restricted from viewing or generating reports for any client activity or conference records that are funded by a source other than your account's default funding source. If you would like to review your user account permissions, request a copy from your WebCATS system administrator.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - http://www.fema.gov/business/

Small Businesses can go to www.fema.gov/gov/business to find a great deal of information and resources to help them prepare for and also to recovery from a disaster.   Veteran-owned companies and other small businesses can also learn how to register to work with FEMA to support local disaster responses at: www.fema.gov/business/contractor.shtm. 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – IRS NEWS FOR BUSINESS 

Please see below for the latest IRS NEWS FOR BUSINESS for NOVEMBER 2009:

● Tax Tip 09-07 has Five Facts about the Making Work Pay Tax Credit, which may affect how much employees  should have withheld.  A video, How-To: Withholding, provides step-by-step instructions for using the IRS Withholding Calculator. Visit the IRS YouTube Channel.   

 ● There are two new audio-casts of the National Phone Forums available on IRS.gov, The Collection Process and Online Fraud and Identity Theft.  Future topics of  National Phone Forum or Webinars include  Electronic Interactions for December  2009 and Cash Income , EITC due diligence, and International Tax Issues in subsequent forums.

● IRS.gov has a state-by-state list of small business workshops.

● Small Business Television offers an array of video stories of interest to business, available at your convenience

● Many small businesses that invest in new property and equipment will be able to write off most or all of these purchases on their 2009 returns.  A new IRS.gov page has more information on the bonus depreciation and increased Section 179 deduction. 

● Businesses accommodating people with disabilities may qualify for tax credits and deductions.

● Find the types of records that small businesses should keep as supporting documents.  

● IR-09-91 A new IRS Retirement Plan Navigator is a web-based tool to determine the best pension plan to suit their needs. New guidance makes saving and choosing a retirement plan easier. 

●  Visit the Employee Plans News page for the latest news. 

● Citizenship and Immigration Services is reminding federal contractors and subcontractors that effective Sept. 8, 2009, they will be required to use the E-Verify system to verify their employees’ eligibility to work in the United States. Regulations require that federal contracts will only be awarded to employers who use E-Verify to check employee work authorization.

●  Beginning soon, Social Security will no longer provide Social Security Number verification service via telephone.  SSNs may still be verified using their online service.   Register Today for SSNVS. 
● IR-09-88   reminds taxpayers that purchasing a new car, light truck, motor home or motorcycle could qualify them for a special deduction for the state and local sales and excise taxes on their 2009 tax returns. 

● Revenue Procedure 09-47 provides rules for employees who are reimbursed for lodging, meals, and incidental expenses, or meals and incidental expenses only, while traveling away from home, to substantiate the expenses by per diem allowance in lieu of actual expenses.  
WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

This week on CenterConnect you will find the latest performance reports for centers that are members of the IEN.  You will also find a copy of the October 2009 Performance Statistics for the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network attached to  this newsletter. 

MOVES AND NEWS – DAN VOORHIS

Please join us in congratulating Dan Voorhis, Director of the Illinois SBDC at Western University for his selection as a 2009 WIU Alumni Achievement Award recipient by WIU and the WIU Alumni Association.  This very prestigious award is presented to individuals in recognition of outstanding accomplishment in one’s chosen field of endeavor, exceptional service in community affairs at the local, state or national levels or exceptional service in support of the advancement and continued excellence of Western Illinois University.  Dan will be recognized at a special reception and dinner on Friday December 18th and at a special luncheon and undergraduate commencement ceremonies on Saturday, December 19th.   CONGRATULATIONS Dan on this tremendous honor ! ! !
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The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
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