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· Food Scrap Composting Projects - DCEO Grant App Due January 13th 
· Entrepreneurial Bash - UIC Forum - Chicago On Thursday, November 17th 
· Boost Your Business’s Innovation Quotient 

· Program Success Of The Week - Eubanks and Daugherty, LLC
· Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 
· Website of the Week - https://www.facebook.com/SmallBusinessSaturday  
· Resource Of The Week - MindView 4 Business Mind Mapping® Software
· What's New On CenterConnect 
· Moves And News
Small Business Week 2012 – Nominations Due 
You can find more information on how to nominate a deserving small business in the attached Small Business Week 2012 Nominations Guidelines.  The nomination forms referenced in the Guidelines are also included on CenterConnect. Nominations must be sent to the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago ASAP.  
 

Nominate a Small Business or Small Business Advocate - In recognition of the small business community’s contribution to the American economy and society, the President of the United States designates one week each year as National Small Business Week.  Small Business Week 2012 will be celebrated the week of May 20th.  Leading up to National Small Business Week (SBW), the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), often in conjunction with public and private sector small business supporters, will host special events at the local and state levels to honor and present awards to local entrepreneurs and those who support and champion small business.  Many of the award winners from those local and state events will be invited to Washington, D.C. for SBW ‘12 — Celebrating National Small Business Week.
 

Please send to:  
 

Mark Ferguson
U.S. Small Business Administration
500 W Madison, Suite 1150
Chicago, IL 60661
Mark.Ferguson@sba.gov 
 

Each Illinois SBDC is strongly encouraged to submit at least one nomination for the 2012 Small Business Awards program.
Food Scrap Composting Projects - DCEO Grant Apps Due January 13, 2012

DCEO's Food Scrap Composting Revitalization and Advancement Program (F-SCRAP) is now soliciting projects and will accept formal grant applications until January 13, 2012.  Grants are available to assist local governments, for-profit and not-for-profit businesses and organizations with their food scrap collection and processing efforts.  Projects that demonstrate public economic benefits, such as job creation, will be given priority.  

Grant funds are made available from the Illinois Solid Waste Management Fund and DCEO may award grants up to $250,000 for any one project.  Applicants must provide a minimum 10% cash match of the total project costs.  Grant funds may only be used to purchase project-related capital equipment such as collection, processing or handling equipment and project-necessary expansion and modernization costs.  

This solicitation is expected to be highly competitive and entities interested in submitting an application are encouraged to carefully read the Request-for-Application (RFA) document, which can be downloaded from DCEO's Recycling and Waste Reduction Division's Web site:  www.illinoisrecycles.com. 

For additional information and questions, please contact David E. Smith.

David E. Smith, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

Illinois Energy Office - Recycling Programs

500 East Monroe, Ridgely Building 12th Floor, Springfield, Illinois  62701-1643

Phone:  217-785-2006, Fax:  217-785-2618,  David.E.Smith@illinois.gov
Entrepreneurial Bash - At UIC Forum In Chicago On Thursday, November 17th

When you hear about incredibly successful start-ups like Groupon, do you ever wonder what inspired the founders to start in the first place?  And then, how they launched and what caused them to succeed so far beyond the average?

Robert Jordan, author of How They Did It: Billion Dollar Insights from the Heart of America, will moderate a panel of amazing founders who will share how they started and grew companies to $100 million+ success. Dane Miller took Indiana-based Biomet from scratch to $12 billion in value. Mike Domek couldn’t afford a computer when he started TicketsNow in his apartment but sold to TicketMaster for $282 million. Hear from champions who’ve been where you’ve been. Whether you are a company owner, a seasoned executive or just starting out, the Entrepreneurial Bash is inspiration to charge you up. 

Date:              Thursday, November 17, 2011

Location:        UIC Forum

Time:             4:30pm Registration

                     5:00 - 7:00pm Panel & Reception

Registration:  www.entrepbash.com;  $55.....or $40 with this discount code which is: IllinoisDCEO 
Boost Your Business’s Innovation Quotient 

Anyone who’s involved in innovation knows that great ideas often seem to pop up out of nowhere, and that one great thought often sparks another.

Braden Kelly’s useful Blogging Innovation site has been merged into a bigger and better site, called Innovation Excellence. Blogging Innovation was a great site, but the new site, run by Kelly, the author of Stoking Your Innovation Bonfire, and Rowan Gibson, an innovation strategy consultant and author of Innovation to the Core and Rethinking the Future, offers much more and promises to get even better.

There are many innovation sites out there, but few offer a comprehensive one-stop shop generating ideas. In addition to a blog featuring leading contributors such as Tom Peters and Matthew E. May, Innovation Excellence features a Resource section with articles, videos, slide presentations, books and more. Resources cover innovation topics ranging from leadership to strategy, from ideation to training and more.

In the Expert Q&A section, you can ask the Innovation Excellence experts questions and get answers, browse past answers or even answer questions yourself; you can also read interviews with a range of innovation experts. There’s even a Community area where people from around the world can talk innovation. Joining is free and gives you access to more than 2,500 articles on innovation topics by members of the Community.

Program Success Of The Week - Eubanks and Daugherty, LLC
Eubanks and Daugherty has been in business since 1981 serving the Harrisburg area with eye care services.
They currently employ 14 people.  In 2009 they became Eubanks and Daugherty, LLC.

With state and federal regulations continuously changing, Katina Eubanks contacted the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Southeastern Illinois College regarding questions about HIPAA requirements.  According to Katina, she made a phone call to the SBDC and immediately received the information that she was looking for.  While speaking to a business advisor, she was told about the other services that the Center provides.   

Katina was very interested in social media, specifically Facebook, and how it would help communicate with patients and keep the community informed about their services.  She made a call to request the help of a business advisor.  The next day, an advisor paid a visit to their facility and met with Katina.

Katina stated that "The Illinois SBDC at Southeastern Illinois College was a hidden gem to me.  I knew it was there, but really did not know all the wonderful services and resources that it offered.  Since joining Facebook, our office has had a lot of fun with it and received many positive responses from it.  One phone call provided us with very prompt and professional service and it was all FREE !  Thanks to the Illinois SBDC for helping our business grow, keeping us on the right wave for the future and providing answers to our questions and concerns".

Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 
New Tabbed Interface - The new tabbed interface for easy navigation has been added to the following forms: Contacts, Conferences, Survey Responses, Survey Definitions, Counselors, Centers, WebCATS configuration,  and eCenter Configuration. Also, all the tabs within the WebCATS forms have been made "sticky", meaning that when you visit one client record's history tab and then go to another client's record, the page will automatically open on the history tab as well. Lastly,  the "Attachment" tab on the Client, Conference and Center records has been enhanced to show the total number of attachments available for that client, conference or center. 
Website Of The Week - https://www.facebook.com/SmallBusinessSaturday   
The 2nd annual Small Business Saturday® is a day dedicated to supporting small businesses on the busiest shopping weekend of the year. On November 26th, pledge to shop small at your favorite local stores and fuel your local economy. When millions of Americans shop small, it could be huge.  Small businesses are our nation's leading job creators,  which is why we urge you to join us in showing support for them on November 26 by shopping at a local small business.

 

Learn more about the second annual Small Business Saturday here!
 

Help support the small businesses that drive your local economy—it's these very businesses that will put America back to work.  If you haven’t done so already, spread the word by "Liking" the second annual Small Business Saturday on Facebook. 
	

	




Check out Small Business Saturday on Facebook. 

To learn more, please visit: https://www.facebook.com/SmallBusinessSaturday
Resource Of The Week - MindView 4 Business Mind Mapping® Software
MatchWare’s MindView 4 Business is a professional Mind Mapping® software application that allows users to brainstorm and visualize ideas quickly and easily. MindView 4 Business makes meetings more productive, accelerates project planning and helps turn ideas into action faster than ever before!
Looking for a fast and easy way to write a business plan? 
MindView is a powerful, yet easy to use software program that helps you write your business plan and implement it successfully. MindView is ideal for brainstorming and presenting an overview of your business plans. With one-click export to Word and PowerPoint, MindView instantly converts your business plan to a report or presentation. 
Fast and Effective Project Planning
MindView lets you use Mind Mapping to help every member of your team fully understand the project, contribute to planning, follow the project timeline and clearly visualize all tasks in an organized manner. It lets you take notes “on-the-fly” for criteria or risk management and allows you to attach relevant files to each task in your Mind Map (Excel® files, technical drawings, etc). Task information such as resources, duration and priorities can also easily be applied directly onto your Mind Map. 

To help you learn more, a free webinar will be held for Illinois SBDCs on Monday, December 5th at 1pm.   Instructions to access the webinar are below. 

1.  Please join my meeting.   https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/633731469
*if you have any issues with the link working – go to website www.gotomeeting.com
*click join a meeting at top and enter Meeting ID 633-731-469, then click continue
2.  Please call into the conference number below at 1:00 p.m. CST to access the audio.

Dial +1 (630) 869-1019    

Access Code: 633-731-469

Audio PIN: Shown after joining the meeting

Meeting ID: 633-731-469

To learn more about this valuable tool, please visit www.matchware.com  or contact: Tom Whitworth by Phone at: 813-254-6644 or email at: tom.whitworth@matchware.com
What's New On CenterConnect 
This week on CenterConnect you will find the latest SBA Illinois District Office Performance Report covering the period of October 1, 2011 through October 31, 2011.   You will also find the 2012 SBA Lender Orientation Schedule. 
Moves And News
DCEO Network Coordinator Derick Cheek has accepted another position within the agency and his last day in the Illinois SBDC will be Tuesday, November 15th.   We want to extend our sincere thanks to Derick for his many years of service in this Network and wish him well in his future endeavors.
Save the Date for the 2012 IESBGA Annual Conference to be held May 14th - 17th, 2012 at the State Farm Hall of Business at Illinois State University in Normal.  More information will be available at a later date. If you suggestions for topics or ideas for speakers, please email that information to Vanessa Sneed.
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The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois SBDC Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular updates 

on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  If you have information you would 

like to share with the Network please e-mail to mark.enstrom@illinois.gov. Please feel free to 

forward this update to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders. 
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