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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 
-    New Freedom Initiative Award for disabilityworks    
-    Word of Mouth Marketing
-    Health Care, Tax Relief and Energy Policy
-    IESBGA Conference - "Accelerating Business Growth" 
-    Nomination Guidelines for 2007 SBA Awards
-    September 2006 Statistical Report
 

 

New Freedom Initiative Award for disabilityworks  
Recently, Director Jack Lavin, accepted the 2006 U.S. Secretary of Labor's Fifth Anniversary New Freedom Initiative (NFI) Award on behalf of the disabilityworks initiative, a public-private partnership to create more employment opportunities for youth and adults with disabilities. U.S. Secretary of Labor Elaine L. Chao presented the award to Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) Director Jack Lavin, who was joined at the ceremony by additional state and local partners, including the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce who houses the initiative.  Please click here  http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/News/pr10262006-2.htm to learn more about this diabilityworks and this prestigious award. 

 

 

Word of Mouth Marketing
In cooperation with Kaplan Publishing and the SBDCstore, the Illinois SBDC is pleased to provide monthly information that can be used to help grow small businesses.  This month the article focuses on how to increase sales by having a planned Word of Mouth Marketing campaign.  Please feel free to share with small business and clients in your area.  http://www.sbdcstore.com/wordofmouth.html
 

 

Health Care, Tax Relief and Energy Policy
The latest OPEN from American Express Small Business Monitor poll contains some useful nuggets of information about what's on the minds of America's small business owners as we head toward mid-term elections. The top issues - health care, tax relief, and energy policy - probably aren't a whole lot different from the most pressing issues of the average voter. Small business owners report that they are starting to feel the pinch from a combination of higher energy costs and economic slowing in some parts of the country. As a result, business optimism is down slightly. How do they plan to respond? Owners report that they plan to focus more heavily on customer service in the coming year, and also work to keep a lid on expenses. When asked what is the most important thing they need to be successful, a third of business owners (34%) gave the simplest answer: more money. While they face many challenges, business owners still seem to like the entrepreneurial lifestyle. Sixty-nine percent would recommend to others that they consider starting their own business.  To view the results of the September 2006 OPEN from American Express Small Business Monitor poll, visit http://home3.americanexpress.com/corp//pc/2006/fallmonitor.asp  (This article is provided in cooperation with the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde).
 

 

IESBGA Conference - "Accelerating Business Growth" 
The Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association's 2006 Fall Conference will be held November 15-17, 2006 at Navy Pier in Chicago. Navy Pier will serve as the conference location for registration, sessions, and meals.  For more information on the conference please go to the IESBGA website at   www.growilbiz.org and click on conference.  Also attached you will find a letter from Chairman Ken Klotz with additional information about membership in the IESBGA.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ken Robinson or Vanessa Sneed at the IESBGA Office, % of the SIU-C Division of Continuing Education,  618/536-7751.
 

 

Nomination Guidelines for 2007 SBA Awards
The deadline for nominations for the 2007 SBA Small Business Awards is fast approaching. Attached is information on the 2007 SBA Small Business Week Awards Programs.   The 2007 Awards include:

  
-Small Business Person of the Year
-Small Business Exporter of the Year
-SBA Young Entrepreneur of the Year
-Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Business of the Year
-Phoenix Awards For Disaster Recovery
-Small Business Champions
-Small Business Prime Contractor of the Year
-Small Business Subcontractor of the Year
-Frances Perkins Vanguard Awards
-Dwight D. Eisenhower Awards for Excellence
-Gold Star Awards
-7(a) Small Business Lender of the Year
-504 Lender of the Year
-Export Lender of the Year

Key Deadlines:


-November 24, 2006 National Small Business Week 2007 nominations must be received by the SBA district office.
-December 22, 2006  SBA District winners are selected from multi-district states; state winners are selected from single-district states
-January 25, 2007  A panel of judges selects state winners in multi-district states
-February 21, 2007  State Small Business Persons of the Year are announced

Please consider nominating a deserving individual, business, or organization for recognition during SBA Small Business Week 2007.
 

 

September 2006 Statistical Report
Attached you will find the September 2006 Statistical Report for several programs that make up the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
