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Veteran’s Day
State of Illinois Offices will be closed on Monday, November 12, 2007 in celebration of Veteran’s Day (November 11th).  Please join us in honoring our country’s true heroes, those very special people that serve in our armed forces.    

Small Business Awards Nominations
SBA has just released information about the nomination process for its Annual SBA Small Business Awards.   We strongly encourage each member of the IEN to submit a nomination.  Below you will find a link to the 2008 SBA Awards Package to be used to nominate small business owners and champions in the following categories:
· Small Business Person of the Year 

· Small Business Exporter of the Year 

· Young Entrepreneur of the Year 

· Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Small Business 

· Financial Services Champion 

· Home-Based Business Champion 

· Minority Small Business Champion 

· Small Business Journalist of the Year  

· Veteran Small Business Champion 

· Women in Business Champion
Please use this link http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_2008_nomination_guide.pdf  for nomination guidelines and forms.  Also attached is a checklist for the small business person/champion nomination package.  Nominations are due in the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago by November 23, 2007.  Please send to:  
 

Mark Ferguson
U.S. Small Business Administration
500 West Madison Street, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL  60661-2511
National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship

Please click here http://www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde/news/2007/enews-07-10-29.htm to view the latest issue NDE News from the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship.  This week’s issue focuses on innovation. 

The Small Business Advocate

The Small Business Advocate http://www.sba.gov/advo/nov07.pdf  is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.

IN THIS ISSUE - - Small Business Creates America’s Jobs, 1;  A Snapshot of U.S. Small Business, 2;  Message from the Chief Counsel TRI and the Public’s Right To Know, 3;  News Items-Advocacy Welcomes Two New Colleagues, 7;  Regulatory News-Advocacy Launches r3 Initiative at October Roundtable, 4;  National Research Council Concludes Four-Year SBIR Study, 5;  Research Notes-Two New Advocacy Research Reports:“Income and Wealth of Veteran Business Owners, 1989-2004,” 6;  “Small Business Growth: Searching for Stylized Facts,” 6.   For more information about the Office of Advocacy, please visit the website at http://www.sba.gov/advo/  or telephone 202-205-6532.

IFA Educational Foundation

The IFA Educational Foundation announces the continuation of the Arthur Karp Research Award. A $2500 award is given for the best research paper on a subject of relevance and practical usefulness to the franchising community. The research paper must be related to franchising. The deadline for submission is March 15, 2008. For more information, Please visit: http://www.usasbe.org/about/Karp_Research_Award_Call_for_Papers.pdf  John R. Reynolds, President, IFA Educational Foundation, 1501 K Street, N.W. Suite 350, Washington, D.C. 20005 - p - 202-662-0764 f- 202-628-0812  email - jreynolds@franchise.org web - www.franchise.org
International Business

Anyone with an interest in global business can take advantage of an upcoming seminar series at Southern Illinois University Carbondale. Accountants, attorneys, economic developers, bankers, entrepreneurs, financial planners, freighters, manufacturers and others will want to check out the four-day State of Illinois Certificate in International Business and Certified Global Business Professional Series. The event is coming to the Southern Illinois Entrepreneurship Center at SIUC Nov. 

29-30 and Dec. 6-7. It runs from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day at the University's Dunn-Richmond Economic Development Center, located at 150 E. Pleasant Hill Road in Carbondale.  

Participants will learn:  • How to research foreign markets and develop an international marketing plan • Critical considerations to remember when developing an international supply chain • Current global economic and business trends and how they impact business planning • International finance and pricing options • Employee selection and other human resource issues relative to international trade • Foreign exchange rates and methods for lowering the exchange rate risk • How differing American and international laws impact business overseas • The impact culture, customs and traditions have on international business. 

Those registering by Nov. 15 pay the early registration price of $495, while the cost increases to $550 for those signing up Nov. 16-22. The cost includes all instruction, course materials, handouts and daily continental breakfast and lunch. It also includes the course text, "The Global Entrepreneur: Taking Your Business International" by instructor James Foley.  Foley, with more than 20 years experience, is an expert trainer in the field of international sales and marketing. Foley is director of the Illinois SBDC International Trade Center at Bradley University in Peoria. He previously worked throughout Europe in international business.

The Southern Illinois Entrepreneurship Center, a component of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network, is the event sponsor in keeping with its vision of assisting businesses with "Connecting Locally, Thinking Globally".  Online registration is accessible at www.southernillinois.biz and credit card payment is available. For more information about the program, the Southern Illinois Entrepreneurship Center or the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network and the services it provides, call 618/536-2424 or check the Web site at www.growsi.com.

Future of Coal Mining

Connect SI and the SIUC Coal Re​search Center will sponsor The Fu​ture of Coal Mining, the second in the Connecting with the Future of Energy series. The featured speaker will be Jo​seph R. Angleton, director of the Office of Mines and Minerals, Illinois Depart​ment of Natural Resources. The sym​posium will take place on November 8, 2007, at Southeastern Illinois College. Registration and refreshments will be available at 5:30 p.m. with the program beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

Joseph R. Angleton is a third generation coal miner with an impressive record of promoting the mineral extraction indus​try and safety in the workplace. Dur​ing the past 36 years, Mr. Angleton has striven to improve the working condi​tions of miners in the State of Illinois. 

A panel of energy experts will also be present at the symposium to discuss topics of mining interest including mine safety, mine subsidence, future mining technologies, mine-mouth power operations and workforce. Pan​elists will include: Butch Oldham, International Safety Representative, United Mine Workers of America; Al​len Costello, geologist, Illinois Mine Subsidence Insurance Fund; and Sam Spearing, associate professor, SIUC Department of Mining and Minerals Processing.

Seating is limited to 150 persons. Please register on or before November 5, 2007, to reserve your place. There is no charge for registration.  Register with Tammy Kirk at Mantracon at Ph: 618/998-0970, ext. 215; Fax: 618/998-1291; or Email: TammyKirk@mantracon.org.
Website of the Week - http://inc.com
This website considers itself to be "The Daily Resource for Entrepreneurs".    It is certainly worth the time to check out this site as it is filled with relevant information for you and your clients.   They have Resource Centers for Start-Up, Technology, Finance and Capital, Marketing, E-commerce and even How to Buy and Sell A Business.    Departments include Entrepreneurial News, How-To Guides, Videos and Podcasts.    Take a look and see what you can learn and share with clients.

Resource of the Week - The Proposal Cafe

The Proposal Cafe can provide SBDC counselors and small business clients with valuable proposal/business development information. The web site is a portal for resources, news, training, employment/employee leads, videos, articles, and dialogue helpful to those who develop commercial, government, and grant proposals. It also provides access to an on-line store for purchasing proposal/business development books. 

 

The intended audience for ProposalCafe.com includes the following:

  o  Small businesses that develop proposals for commercial or government contracts -- and do so with few or inexperienced proposal/business development resources.

 o  Proposal/business development professionals (full-time or consultant/contractor) who develop proposals for commercial or government contracts, and businesses seeking to hire these types of professionals.

 o  Non-profit organizations that develop grant proposals for foundation, private, or government funding.

 o  University faculty/staff members who develop grant proposals for academic/research funding.

 

It costs nothing to browse ProposalCafe.com, although to access some portions of the web site will require the user to register and log in as a member. There is no fee to become a member. (A nominal fee is required for businesses to post job openings. However, those looking for proposal work may post their experience, background, and availability free-of-charge.)    To learn more about this resource, please visit their website at: www.ProposalCafe.com
Moves and News 

- We would like to welcome Mr. Jack McInerney as the new Director of the Illinois SBDC at the North Business and Industrial Council (NORBIC) in Chicago.   He will begin work in his new position today, November 5th.   Mr. McInerney has an extensive background in financing, marketing and sales.    Most recently, he worked at the Illinois Finance Authority, responsible for marketing Industrial Revenue Bonds  and Participation Loans in the Northern counties of Illinois.   He has also conducted marketing and research trips to Russia, the Ukraine, Ireland and the Republic of China.   We welcome Jack and look forward to having him in the Illinois SBDC.

- Ms. Freida Curry has left her position as Director of the Illinois SBDC at the University of Illinois at Chicago.    We certainly want to thank Freida for all of her contributions to the SBDC Program and her efforts to assist small business clients in the Chicago area.   Freida has taken a position in the Entrepreneurial Development Program at the Chicago Urban League.   She will be greatly missed and we wish her well as continues her work in small business development.    
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
