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VOTE ON NOVEMBER 4TH!



SPECIAL NOTICE:  The DCEO Offices will be closed on Tuesday, November 4th, General Election Day.   

 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  PREMIER EDITION -  THE IEN CONNECTION e-NEWSLETTER  
-  SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE

-  FROM SERVICE TO SUCCESSSM

-  ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT SUMMIT 2008 - FOREST PARK

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - LEADING EDGE HYDRAULICS
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK 
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK 

-  MOVES AND NEWS

PREMIER EDITION – THE IEN CONNECTION e-NEWSLETTER  
The premier edition of a new publication - - THE IEN CONNECTION - - should hit your in-boxes on Monday, November 3rd.  This e-newsletter will be sent from the ESB IEN Business Information Center on a regular basis.  Please provide the newsletter to clients, entrepreneurs, small businesses, stakeholders, host organization administration, IEN staff, resource providers, associations, business groups and all other organizations and individuals you believe will find the information useful and informative.  It is our vision to grow the distribution of this  new publication as much as possible in the upcoming months.   Please help us.   

The initiation of this new newsletter will mean the IEN Weekly Connection will be scaled back to include items that are of primary interest to the centers, staff and programs of the Illinois Entrepreneurship Network.  Have a great week ! ! 

 

SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE

The Small Business Advocate http://www.sba.gov/advo/oct_nov08.pdf  is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.

IN THIS ISSUE -  Message from the Chief Counsel After Six Years, Farewell to Advocacy, 2; Research Notes - Small Business Frequently Asked Questions (special insert), 5-6;   Nonemployer Data Show Growing Number of Small Firms, 7;   Three New Working Papers Published, 7 - Legislative Update - Home Office Deduction Bills Introduced, 3 - Regulatory News - EPA Revises Definition of Solid Waste, 1;  FCC Exemption Eases DTV Transition for Many Small Cable Operators, 4; Nominations for r3 2009 Top 10 due    December 31, 8 - New Items - Advocacy Blog Goes Live, 1;    New Faces at Advocacy, 4

If you are currently on our mailing list for the printed version of our newsletter and would like to discontinue this, please contact Advocacy by email at advocacy@sba.gov  or telephone 202-205-6532. Please provide your current mailing address and name to be removed from this list.

FROM SERVICE TO SUCCESSSM
From Service To SuccessSM  will be held on Wednesday, November 12th.  Paulsen Productions, the Illinois SBDC, PTAC and ITC at the College of DuPage,  the Small Business Administration and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity invite you to this interactive, impactful day of information and networking pertaining to all Veterans.  Information can be found at http://www.cod.edu/BPI/pdf%20files/Veterans_Event.pdf. 

If you are, or know someone who is, a veteran or current active duty military personnel, or guardsman, this day is for you. Learn the benefits that may be available to you in the areas of education, employment, and entrepreneurship.

The day is free, and includes breakfast and lunch. This very special event will begin at 7:30 and end at 3:00. All the information provided is free, and the services that the presenters provide are also free of charge.

We welcome everyone without geographical boundaries - veterans, active duty military personnel, guardsmen, and people who support those who have and continue to protect our country. Be sure to clear your calendar, sign up while there is still room, and join us for this annual event. 

Please join us! We look forward to meeting you, and provide you with assistance as you go From Service To SuccessSM!  The event will be held at the College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn, IL Room: SRC 2800.  For questions or to RSVP: 630-942-2600 or Roccoan@cod.edu. 

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT SUMMIT 2008 - FOREST PARK

The Joseph Business School is presenting their annual Economic Empowerment Summit 2008 on Friday and Saturday, November 7th and 8th.   It will be held at the Living Word Christian Center in Forest Park.   This organization is host to the Illinois SBDC at Joseph Center.   This 15th annual business conference event is open to the public.   To learn more about this event including registration information, please visit their website at www.EES08.com
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - LEADING EDGE HYDRAULICS
This week's Program Success of the Week is a Rockford business and client of the Rock River Valley Entrepreneurship Center.   Leading Edge Hydraulics was one of three finalists in the first annual "Stateline FastPitch," a new technology, product or service competition hosted by the Rock Valley Entrepreneurship Center. The company was then recognized by the State of Illinois as a Top Innovator in the 2007 Innovate Illinois program based on its NexusForm family of connections. This program and the awarded funding helped establish the Intellectual Property framework to build the NexusForm global strategy.

Leading Edge Hydraulics and Jimec AB, a Swedish automation company, signed a Memorandum of Understanding for a Joint Venture on September 16th at a news conference during the Swedish-American Chambers of Commerce (SACC) Entrepreneurial Days (E Days) held in Stockholm, Sweden. E Days are the trade and networking events between Sweden and the U.S.
 
The MOU means that the two companies have formed a new company called Leading Edge Hydraulics AB that will be based in Lidköping, Sweden. It will service the Leading Edge customer base in Europe, such as John Deere, Caterpillar, Hitachi and Haldex with Leading Edge's industry-leading NexusForm family of hydraulic connections, as well as several Scandinavian and European off-highway equipment manufacturers.
  
The joint venture will establish a European presence for Leading Edge and offer the NexusForm connections to existing and new customers in Europe.   It will also create new jobs for both Leading Edge and Jimec immediately. The new company will ship product in late first quarter 2009.   Another benefit is to diversify and create new markets for both parent companies. The NexusForm technology is considered a "cleantech" solution. It is environmentally friendly as it eliminates carbon emissions and consumption of precious metals traditionally used in brazing or welding processes. It can reduce potential for leaks on equipment up to 50 percent, thereby improving the reliability of the end product.  Congratulations to Leading Edge Hydraulics and to the Rock River Valley Entrepreneurship Center.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CONTACT TYPE
When entering the initial/first counseling session for a client, you will be asked to enter how the counseling took place: face to face, online/e-mail, telephone, etc.  This is entered into the contact type section when adding the counseling session.  Based on this entry the WebCATS system will automatically assign the SBA client type to the clients profile as face to face, online/e-mail, or telephone.  These two areas should always remain consistent for initial counseling sessions.  Please do not edit or change the field on the client profile after this initial session as it will cause errors in EDMIS reporting.  Thank you for following this tip on contact type.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.IRS.GOV/BUSINESS/SMALL/ARTICLE
The IRS has a newsletter called the "IRS e-News for Small Businesses and the Self Employed".  The e-News is a bi-weekly newsletter that alerts you and your clients to what’s new, hot and important for small business owners to know.   It includes important upcoming tax dates for small businesses, what’s new for small businesses on IRS.gov, reminders and tips to assist small businesses with tax compliance, IRS news releases and special IRS announcements, direct links to a variety of Web sites and resources and the availability of IRS products, services, and training opportunities.  It’s quick to read, easy to subscribe – and it’s free.  To learn more and to subscribe to "IRS e-News for Small Businesses and the Self Employed", please visit their website by clicking on this link: http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=154825,00.html 

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - ACCION CHICAGO

ACCION Chicago is a small business lender dedicated to providing financing and business education for Chicagoland's entrepreneurs. Since opening in 1994, they have disbursed over $12.5 million dollars in small business loans to over 950 locally-owned businesses.  They offer loans of up to $15,000 for start-up businesses and $25,000 for established businesses.   They also offer Credit Builder loans between $200 to $2,500 which may be used to purchase new equipment, expand inventory or cover an unexpected repair.   ACCION Chicago's microloan program provides an invaluable service to Chicagoland's business community.  As many businesses are currently unable to get a loan from a traditional bank, ACCION's loan program provides the working capital they need to make their companies thrive and grow.    They list as lending partners, Illinois SBDCs located at College of Lake County, Governors State University and Kankakee Community College.  To learn more about ACCION Chicago, please call them at 312-275-3000, or visit their website at: www.accionchicago.org
MOVES AND NEWS

Very Special Congratulations to Derick Cheek on his October 25th marriage to Amelia Gooding.    Derick is a DCEO Network Coordinator and WebCATS manager.    Many of you will remember Amelia as she previously worked in the DCEO Small Business Environmental Assistance Program in the Springfield Office.   Congratulations to Derick and Amelia from the IEN. 



 

      

     

“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
