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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATIONS

-  SMALL BUSINESS PROFILE

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - B. D. i. 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CLIENT SUCCESS STORIES

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – SBDCNET.ORG 
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SB ADVOCATE
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS – BEST PLACES TO LAUNCH
SMALL BUSINESS AWARDS NOMINATIONS

As many of you will recall, this past June, at a special reception in downtown Chicago,  Mr. Samuel Ko of Philos Technologies, a client of the Illinois SBDC at the College of DuPage was recognized by the SBA as the 2009 Illinois Small Business Person of the Year. 

Nomination information for the 2010 SBA Illinois Small Business Week Awards can now be found at http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_nomination_guidelines.pdf.  Also please click on http://www.nationalsmallbusinessweek.com/_files/live/2010AwardNomForm.pdf to find the 2010 Small Business Awards Nomination Form.   To find valuable information and tips on how to write a winning nomination please click on http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_ten_tips_for_writing_winnin.pdf.  The Small Business Awards program is a great opportunity to help clients and small business advocates gain much deserved special recognition for their accomplishments and to celebrate the tremendous impact small businesses have on the Illinois economy.  Each center should have at least one client or small business advocate that should be nominated for this important program.  Please review the nomination materials and make every effort to submit your nominations as soon as possible. 

All nominations must be submitted to the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago by November 24, 2009.    

SMALL BUSINESS PROFILE

Small businesses will play an important role in the nation’s economic future. The Office of Advocacy’s Small Business Profile for the United States, (http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/profiles/) released 

recently, provides details about small business employment, business starts and closings, bank lending in 2008, the demographics of business ownership, and firm and employment change by major industry and firm size. 

In 2008, the United States saw an increase of 0.7 percent in GDP and a private sector employment decline of 0.7 percent. The U.S. profile also shows that:

 *  Small employers in the United States numbered 6 million in 2006 (latest data). There were also 20.8 million non-employers, which increased to 21.7 million by 2007.

 *  Small businesses added 2.5 million net new jobs in 2005-2006. Overall, they employed 50.2 percent of the nation’s nonfarm private workforce in 2006.

 *  Businesses owned by women, and by Asian Americans, African Americans, Hispanic Americans, and Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders all increased significantly over the most recent period for which Census data are available. 

As additional small business data become available over the coming months, they will be incorporated in a new edition of the state profiles, to be issued in early 2010.   The current small business state profile for Illinois can be found at Illinois Small Business Profile.  For more information visit the Office of Advocacy website at www.sba.gov/advo.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK – B. DEO-VOLENTE, INC. (B. D. i.)  
Steve Gilles and Pam Wildermuth, co-owners of B. D. i. traveled to Brazil, Argentina, Chile and Peru during the last two weeks of March of this year. The trip was called "Southern Illinois Trade Mission to South America" and was put together by the Illinois SBDC International  Trade Center at SIUE and DCEO's Office of Trade and Investment. Ms. Wildermuth said that they were treated like royalty in each of the countries they visited. "In each country, there was a meeting with that country's ambassador to the U.S. and the counsel generals. Steve Gilles also added "We had over 30 really good appointments we couldn't have done on our own".

According to Wildermuth, the efforts put forth by the staff of the State of Illinois were top notch. There was a lot of preparation work done to match us up with potential clients. "The advice provided by the Illinois (SBDC) International Trade Center at SIUE before the meetings and after was very helpful."

How big was the trip to the young, still-growing company? Gilles said they put together monthly projections for the coming year, based on domestic sales, shortly before the trade mission. "The trip has the potential to equal our domestic projections," Gilles said.

Wildermuth called the mission "a once-in-a-lifetime experience".  As to what it will mean to the future, "we are working on it", Wildermuth said. "We're trying to get it nurtured. "If we develop South America with what we've got domestically, we've got a lot of expansion to do", Gilles said.

B. Deo-volente, Inc. had 30 matchmaking and/or business appointments during the trade mission. 13 sales leads were obtained. 8 agents/reps leads were obtained.  Gilles and Wildermuth just reported to the Illinois SBDC ITC about their participation in two important shows in Brazil and Peru last month. In preparation for their second trip to South America, they again received extensive support from the Illinois SBDC ITC at SIU-E.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - CLIENT SUCCESS STORIES

As you know one of the best methods of promoting the tremendous value of your services is through client success stories.   Once again we want to stress the importance of including client success story profiles in WebCATS.  All client success stories should be entered into the WebCATS system via the "milestone section".  To enter a success story please click on the ID of the client you are entering the success story for, and go to the "add" drop down near the bottom of the client detail.  Choose milestone from the drop down list and click "go".  Next you will enter the milestone by choosing the type "success story".   Please fill in the notes section with the success story narrative and then save the record.    Thanks for helping to place these in the correct location so that it will help all of us to share the terrific stories about your clients successes.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – www.SBDCNET.ORG 
The mission of the Small Business Development Center National Information Clearinghouse (SBDCNet) is to meet the information needs of the SBDC community in the United States and its territories. SBDCNET serves as a resource providing timely, relevant research, web-based information, and training to SBDC counselors and their small business clients. The goals of SBDCNet are to: 

- Support the SBDC Counselor with research and relevant analyses. 

- Empower the entrepreneur with business information. 

- Educate through on-site training. 

- Facilitate the exchange of SBDC best practices and program ideas. 

Check out the NEW SBDCNET.org.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SB ADVOCATE 
The U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Advocacy has released the November 2009 edition of the Small Business Advocate newsletter.   Please click on http://www.sba.gov/advo/nov09.pdf to access this periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.

For more information about the Office of Advocacy, please visit our website at http://www.sba.gov/advo/  or telephone 202-205-6532.

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 
The SmallBiz@EPA Bulletin provides an opportunity to highlight information on Agency activities, initiatives, and rulemakings, and to share information about ongoing initiatives from the State Small Business Environmental Assistance Programs (SBEAPs).  This edition has a special focus on the 507 Program to help draw attention to the amazing work and contributions this program offers the small business community.  In this Edition, the EPA SmallBiz Newsletter includes an interview with our very own Annette Fulgenzi, Chair of the State Small Business Environmental Assistance Program/ Small Business Ombudsman's National Steering Committee. 

The Fall 2009 edition can be found on CenterConnect, is attached to this newsletter and will be accessible at www.epa.gov/sbo/bulletin.htm .

MOVES AND NEWS - TOP 50 BEST PLACES TO LAUNCH A START-UP

Recently Fortune Small Business Magazine recognized the top 50 Best Places to Launch a start-up company. Peoria was recognized as the number 5 top midsized metro areas in the country and was the 

only Illinois city in the top 50.   Please to http://money.cnn.com/smallbusiness/best_places_launch/2009/ for the full article of you can click on here to go directly to the description on Peoria.   Congratulations to all of our outstanding IEN partners in the Peoria area.






 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      

     



 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
