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In Today’s Connection:

· 2011 Small Business Week Awards

· SBIR Gets A Make Over

· Export Compliance Seminar - Champaign - November 9th 

· UPS Growth Through Global Trade Award - Nominations Through 11-12-10  

· Strategic Planning For Global Markets Workshop  - November 18th - Chicago

· Introduction To Exporting Seminar - Nov. 7. 2010 - ILSBDC ITC at ICNC

· IEN Program Success Of The Week - Tap Me Games

· Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 

· Website Of The Week - www.sbdcnet.org 

· Resource Of The Week - Intro To Google’s Tools For Small Businesses

· What's New On CenterConnect - Sm. Biz Jobs Act Changes - SBA 7(a) Loan 

· Disaster Assistance And Recovery Project Updates 

· Moves And News 

2011 Small Business Week Awards

The SBA’s National Small Business Week will be held on May 16-20 in Washington, DC.  Please got to http://www.nationalsmallbusinessweek.com/_files/live/2011NomGuidelines.pdf to find details about the nomination process for the 2011 Small Business Week Awards.  Each center is expected to submit at least one nomination the Illinois Small Business Awards Program.  We are confident that every center in the IEN has at least one company or advocate that they feel is deserving of receiving special recognition during the 2011 Illinois Small Business Week Awards Celebration.  The award nominations should be submitted to the Illinois SBA District Office in Chicago.  For additional information and nomination forms please go to http://www.sba.gov/nominationsguidelines/index.html.  

SBIR Gets A Make Over

Do you have a client with an innovative idea that could be commercialized for use by the federal government?  The SBA recently announced that its Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program will undergo some improvements to make it more “entrepreneur-friendly” and make it easier for small businesses to innovate and create new jobs.

As you know the SBIR program is a three-phase award system in which small businesses compete to propose innovative ideas that have high commercialization potential and can be used by federal agencies. Funded by a set-aside from external research budgets of 11 participating agencies, the program’s goals are to encourage innovation, enhance private-sector commercialization of innovation, and get more women and minority entrepreneurs involved in technology innovation
Export Compliance Seminar - Champaign - November 9th 
On Tuesday November 9th from 8:00am until 1:00pm, this seminar will be held at the I-Hotel and Conference Center, 1900 South First Street in Champaign. The International Trade Center at Kaskaskia College is proud to co-sponsor this timely event with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Illinois PTAC of Central Illinois and other Illinois Entrepreneurship Network partners. Valuable information will be provided to assist companies minimize exposure, liability and risk in export transactions. It is essential for companies conducting international trade to be in compliance with current export laws.

This program will address export controls and regulations mandated by agencies of the Federal Government including the: U.S. Bureau of Industry & Security, U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Treasury and the U.S. Department. of State. Personnel involved with Financial Transactions, Shipping, Document Preparation, Export Compliance and Customs should plan to attend.

Primary speakers will be Ric Frantz, CEO, L R International, Inc. and Diane MacDonald, Attorney, Baker & McKenzie LLP.  LR International provides international freight forwarding and consulting services.  Baker & McKenzie provides comprehensive legal services and advises U.S. and foreign companies on international trade compliance matters.

Please register no later than November 2nd, by calling 618-545-3429 or e-mail fsmith@kaskaskia.edu. 

For further information please contact: Steven Groner, Director, Illinois International Trade Center at Kaskaskia College by phone at: 618-545-3260 or email at: sgroner@kaskaskia.edu
UPS Growth Through Global Trade Award - Nominations Through Nov. 12th  

UPS and World Trade 100 Magazine are accepting nominations for their Growth through Global Trade Award through Friday, November 12th.  You and your clients can nominate a small or medium sized business for this prestigious honor.  The award is a national award aimed to recognize a U.S. business that is effectively exporting to global markets.  The winner will be announced in January 2011.  You can easily follow this link to nominate a deserving small business: http://international.ups.com/globaltradeaward/nominate/index.html
Strategic Planning For Global Markets Workshop  - November 18th - Chicago

This interactive workshop will illustrate the importance of careful planning to enter the global market.   It will feature a case study highlighting the steps necessary to achieve greater results in international business.  Presented by Mr. Fabrice Bonvoisin, President of FB International LLC, an expert in international business with seventeen years of experience in multiple industries and countries.

Date: Thursday, November 18th from 8am to 11:30am

Location: The Alliance for Illinois Manufacturing/NORBIC, 8430 Bryn Mawr Avenue, Suite 1000 in Chicago

Cost: FREE - but registration is required

Please Click here to register or you may or call Patti at 312-236-5555
Introduction To Exporting Seminar - Chicago - Dec. 7th - IL SBDC ITC at ICNC

Selling your company's products or services abroad can be a great way to become more profitable, even out sales variability, extend product lifecycles, and stay ahead of the competition. The Illinois International Trade Center at ICNC has pulled together some of the best resources to help you research, select, and enter foreign markets.
 
This seminar will teach you what questions to ask when you're selecting countries to target and how to evaluate potential partners for distribution or joint ventures. You'll also learn about financing, insuring, and collecting on foreign sales. Bring your questions for the experts, and let ICNC help you get started selling around the world. The seminar is free.
The program will be held on Tuesday, December 7th at the Illinois SBDC International Trade Center at the Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago.   They are located at 320 North Damen, Suite 100 in Chicago.   Registration will be held from 8:30am to 9:00 am and the Program will begin at 9 am and conclude at 12 noon. 
 

Click on the link below for more information, to register or RSVP.

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=ei5vsbcab&oeidk=a07e326pqtwba9d8d22&oseq=

IEN Program Success Of The Week - Tap Me Games

Tap Me Games is a client of the Chicagoland Entrepreneurship Center.  This Chicago based company has built an advertising platform for mobile games.  The firm was selected for the Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center’s Cluster Acceleration Program (CAP) 20 initiative, highlighting the most innovative companies in the state with the potential to grow to $10 million in revenue within five years. Through the CAP 20 initiative, Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce Board member Jon DiGregory, founder of Cantaloupe TV, is mentoring the company and the company had the opportunity to present to the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. 

In addition, Tap Me was also selected as one of 10 companies for the Excelerate Labs incubator program which focuses on providing start-up capital, mentorship, and connections. The company presented before a large audience of potential investors on August 31st as part of the program.  All of this exposure has led to significant new contact and business development opportunities for the company. 

Getting The Most Out Of WebCATS 
How do I track Professional Development and Outreach in WebCATS? - You may notice that this is the same WebCATS tip as was provided in the 10/25 Weekly Connection.   We wanted to include it again to reemphasize the importance of this information.  Thank you.  WebCATS gives us the ability to track both professional development and outreach as inquiries. To do this you first must create (your center) as a contact by going to add contact and filling out the appropriate contact fields. Once this is completed you can add professional development, outreach, etc. for the center by clicking on view inquiries. Click the "new button" at the top of the screen and then select your center as the contact. Enter the date, time spent, type of inquiry (Professional Development or Outreach), and counselor for the record and then click add. By doing this you can track your professional development and outreach for any calendar or fiscal year by counselor and hours.

Website Of The Week - www.sbdcnet.org
What is SBDCNet?   SBDCNET stands for the Small Business Development Center - National Information Clearinghouse, which has been in operation since October 1998 in San Antonio, Texas.  SBDCNET is dedicated to meeting the information needs of the SBDC community with timely, relevant, research upon request without charge.  The web site provides information to both the entrepreneur and services to the SBDC Business Advisor. 

What services do you offer SBDC Business Advisors?   The published and Web-based research products sent to SBDC Business Advisors often include: market research, demographic information, financial ratios, business plans, competitors, business articles, industry outlooks, basic patent and trademark searches, associations, and business maps. business advisors do not receive legal or medical interpretations or extensive marketing lists. 

Please pinpoint what is needed by your client and communicate it to SBDCNET as best you can with any details that you think might assist us in the research process.  SBDCNET cannot guarantee the finding of specific information but will certainly provide whatever we have available.  The typical turnaround time is 17 days and there is no limit on the number of requests submitted. 

SBDCNET also supports an informative web site, which includes Spanish language business documents, Business Advisor "tools", industry links, SBA forms, and SBDCNet Publications.  Additionally, SBDCNET provides referral over the phone, and can provide specialized training on-site or by videoconference or videotape. 

How can I contact SBDCNET?  To request information for your client, you can: Submit your request on line. If you are a registered Counselor, go to our Request Page and fill out the form.  You'll get a confirmation notice on your screen after submitting the online form.  If you have any questions may e-mail us at: sbdcnet@utsa.edu This e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it or call us at: 1-800-689-1912 

To learn more about this valuable assistance service, please visit them at: www.sbdcnet.org
Resource Of The Week - Introduction To Google’s Tools For Small Businesses
On Tuesday, October 19th at the IEN Illinois SBDC Fall Meeting in Springfield, we had the pleasure to be joined by staff from Google.  They made a presentation to our Network as well as holding several seminars at Illinois SBDCs in Central and Northern Illinois.   Below are links to the PowerPoint presentation slides that were used in the training programs.   We wanted to share these with you as the Resource of the Week.

Google 101 - Contains 49 slides: https://docs.google.com/present/edit?id=0AXgADjirwjhdZGRzeHQzcXZfODg5OXZxZGZxcGc2&hl=en&authkey=CO_Lo5YL
AdWords 101 - Contains 43 slides: https://docs.google.com/present/edit?id=0AXgADjirwjhdZGRzeHQzcXZfOTAzM2Rqa2g5cGc0&hl=en&authkey=CP2m_5wC
We thank Google for their partnership and the opportunity for the Illinois SBDC to be a part of this national pilot project. 

What's New On CenterConnect - Small Business Jobs Act Changes - SBA 7(a) Loan 

On September 27, 2010, President Obama signed the Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 (the “Small Business Jobs Act”) (Pub. L. 111-240).   This 4 page document explains the Small Business Jobs Act changes to the SBA 7(a) Loan Program.  

The Small Business Jobs Act makes significant changes to the amounts that a small business may borrow through the 7(a) loan program, increasing the overall 7(a) loan limit from $2 million to $5 million.  In addition, the act makes changes to several 7(a) sub-programs.  Some of the changes are permanent and others are temporary.  The purpose of this document is to provide a description of the changes along with a chart to explain how these changes affect SBA 7(a) programs.  

Disaster Assistance And Recovery Project Updates 

ILLINOIS SBDC AT ROCK VALLEY COLLEGE - DISASTER ASSISTANCE AND RECOVERY INITIATIVE - QUARTERLY REPORT - JUNE 1ST THROUGH AUGUST 31ST, 2010

 
1.  Provide a brief description of your efforts during the past quarter (June 1, 2010 – August 31, 2010) related to this Disaster Assistance initiative.  Please include information on staffing, outreach efforts, training and other activity. 

 

Information on Staffing - To date Sheila has completed more than 90 percent of the program requirements. This quarter she has met with 18 clients a total of 39 client hours and held a stakeholder workshop with State Farm Insurance agents.   YTD she has met with 54 clients with a total of 178 hours and completed 16 workshops.  It is expected that our DAR program will be completed by October 31st.

 

Outreach Efforts 

 -Attended the following meetings or events to network and meet potential clients.  
· NIMCA meeting 

· Chamber of Commerce meeting  

· Local Emergency Planning Committee event on Workplace Disasters  

 

Training  

The Illinois SBDC at Rock Valley College workshops are approximately one and half hours which consist of a presentation and evaluation.  Interested participants will continue to the next phase preparing their Business Continuity Plan during a one-on-one session.   There was one stakeholder workshop offered during this quarter with State Farm Insurance agents on June 24th.   

  

2. Provide a description of the future planned activity related to the Disaster Assistance initiative, including upcoming training, outreach efforts and other planned activity. 

 

Upcoming Training 

There was a workshop offered on October 21st at 1:00pm at the Eigerlab. 

 

Outreach Efforts 

To continue to meet with established SBDC clients to complete disaster preparedness plans.   Also, we are doing a radio ad campaign beginning September 20th to get as many interested individuals into the program as possible by the end of October so our goals can be reached.

 

Other Planned Activity 

The focus for the upcoming quarter is to obtain additional success stories.  

Moves And News 

Illinois Small Business Development Center / Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs / Western Illinois University  www.iira.org
The Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs (www.iira.org) at Western Illinois University has an opening for Director of the Illinois Small Business Development Center at Western Illinois University (ISBDC).  The Director is responsible for the daily management of the Center. The individual selected will also be responsible for supervising a team whose members provide client counseling within a 12-county service area in Illinois. This position is also responsible for direct delivery of business counseling to clients. 

The successful applicant will have the following qualifications: An earned B.A., B.B., or B.S. degree in business, economics or related field; A significant number of years experience in small business ownership, management, consulting or a combination;  experience in budget management, program management and supervision of employees;  strong marketing and sales orientation, including significant experience with public contact, public speaking and providing training programs; competency to obtain and retain the designation Certified Business Specialist as defined by the Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association (IESBGA); willingness to adapt to flexible work and travel schedule, including extensive travel within the 12-county service area and the state, early morning or evening meetings and training events, and multi-day conferences in addition to client appointments during standard work day. Earned Master’s Degree in Business Economics or related field and experience in counseling or mentoring business owners is preferred 

The position has an expected start date of January 2011. Applicants should submit a letter of application, resume, writing sample, transcripts, and contact information, including email address, for three references to: Carol Harper, email cs-harper@wiu.edu or mail to the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs, 518 Stipes Hall, Western Illinois University, 1 University Circle, Macomb, Illinois 61455.  A more complete job description is available at http://www.wiu.edu/employment.  

Applications will be reviewed starting November 25, 2010 and will continue until the position is filled.  

Western Illinois University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity employer and has a strong institutional commitment to diversity. In that spirit, we are particularly interested in receiving applications from a broad spectrum of people, including, but not limited to, minorities, women, and individuals with disabilities. WIU has a non-discrimination policy that includes sex, race, color, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, religion, age, marital status, national origin, disability, and veteran status.
SPECIAL NOTICE:   The State of Illinois and DCEO offices will be closed on Tuesday, November 2nd.  




 HYPERLINK "http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE  "cid:image003.jpg@01CB7772.E86A9FB0" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image2.jpg]~ull

DC‘.ED






 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
[image: image3.png]NET





      

     


“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===========================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular

updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===========================================================






