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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 
-    Judith Roussel Selected for the 2006 Presidential Rank Award
-    SBA Disaster Assistance Available
-    EntrepreneurshipWeek USA
-    ASME Entrepreneurship and Innovation
-    Statewide Self-Employment Video-Conference Series
 


Judith Roussel Selected for the 2006 Presidential Rank Award
The IEN and the Illinois SBDC would like to congratulate Judith Roussel, SBA Illinois District Director for receiving the 2006 Presidential Rank Award for Distinguished Executive.  Please see below for more information about this top presidential award.   Congratulations Judith ! ! ! 

CHICAGO – U.S. Small Business Administration Illinois District Director Judith Roussel is the proud recipient of the 2006 Presidential Rank Award for Distinguished Executive for her exceptional commitment to public service. Each year, the President of the United States confers the rank of Distinguished Executive and Meritorious Executive on a select group of career members of the Senior Executive Service (SES) who have provided outstanding service to the American people over an extended period of time. 

Roussel is applauded for her efforts to include in the SBA vision the President’s Management Agenda as well as highly successful cutting-edge programs.  Roussel has led a number of unique and effective programs.  In conjunction with the President’s Faith Based Initiative, she structured—with the State of Illinois—a Small Business Development Center with the Joseph Center for Business and Entrepreneurial Development in Chicago.  This program is the nation’s first of its kind.  The Joseph Center graduates annually hundreds of new future minority entrepreneurs.  This concept of reaching entrepreneurs through faith-based institutions has now expanded through the State with special initiatives being undertaken with institutions such as the Calvary Temple Christian Center in Springfield, Illinois.

“Judith has demonstrated a remarkable ability to elicit the highest level of cooperative effort from partners and constituents, in every position she has served within the SBA,” says Administrator Steven Preston. “Her ability to galvanize stakeholders into action on their own behalf has earned her respect and recognition within her professional realm.”

The Presidential Rank Awards are the highest awards a career senior executive can receive and represent a culmination of career accomplishments. Senior executives from across the federal government are nominated by their agency heads, evaluated by citizen panels, and then finally designated by the President. 

“We commend Judith on this prestigious award.  She has and continues to exemplify tremendous results-oriented leadership and dedication to public service,” says Region V Administrator Patrick Rea. “We are extremely proud of her hard work and impact in the Illinois small business community.”

There are two categories of awards, The Distinguished Executive rank is awarded to leaders who achieve extraordinary results.  Only one percent of the 6,000 SES members may earn this award. 

Roussel has been the Illinois District Director since 1999.  Prior to this position, she served as the SBA Associate Administrator for Government Contracting.  She has spent nearly a decade of procurement policy-making and program delivery in Washington, D.C.

Roussel holds a Masters Degree in Management from the University of Maryland.  She is native of New Orleans, LA.

 

 

SBA Disaster Assistance Available
SBA Offers Disaster Assistance To Illinois Residents Affected By Tornadoes, Severe Storms and Flooding - Steven C. Preston, Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announced that low-interest disaster loans will be made to Illinois residents affected by the tornadoes, severe storms and flooding that occurred on July 19-21, 2006.  The disaster declaration covers Jefferson and St. Clair counties and the neighboring counties of Clinton, Franklin, Hamilton, Madison, Marion, Monroe, Perry, Randolph, Washington and Wayne in the State of Illinois and the contiguous St. Louis County and the independent city of St. Louis in the State of Missouri.  Please see the attached announcement for more details. 
 

EntrepreneurshipWeek USA
The National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship invites you to join us in participating in EntrepreneurshipWeek USA, – http://www.entrepreneurshipweekusa.com/ - an exciting new initiative that will enable you to give back to America’s next generation of entrepreneurs by engaging your community.
More than 70% of young Americans envision starting a business or doing something entrepreneurial as adults. The problem is very few of them ever learn how to go about it. EntrepreneurshipWeek USA will engage young people in the main spaces they occupy in their lives – education, work, leisure and media – and encourage them to explore their entrepreneurial potential. At the heart of The Week will be hundreds of partners planning thousands of activities.
Without a doubt, EntrepreneurshipWeek USA will be a huge success. But in order to maximize its reach, we need your help. 
We are looking for passionate and enthusiastic individuals to serve as EntrepreneurshipWeek USA Ambassadors in all 50 states. These Ambassadors will leverage their network of contacts and relationships to help build an entrepreneurial ecosphere through the EntrepreneurshipWeek USA website. This could mean recruiting additional organizations to join as partners, engaging local entrepreneurs and business leaders as EntrepreneurshipWeek USA champions, talking to local media, and encouraging everyone they know to plan and participate in activities during The Week. 
Behind every great entrepreneurial venture is a passionate innovator making things happen. I hope that you -- or someone that you know -- will feel that being an EntrepreneurshipWeek USA Ambassador is a great and worthy role. If so, please call 202-467-2779 or encourage them to sign up at http://www.entrepreneurshipweekusa.com/ambassadors/amb-signup-new.asp .

 

 

ASME Entrepreneurship and Innovation
ASME (American Society of Mechanical Engineers) is holding their annual International Mechanical Engineering Conference and Exposition in Chicago in less than 2 weeks. Traditionally, over 100 technical and professional development sessions are held during the weeklong conference, Nov 5-10. One of the focus of this year’s conference is engineering entrepreneurship and innovation. Nine sessions of the Engineering Business Management Track are dedicated to this subject, featuring a variety of presentations, panel discussions, and workshops by leading industry experts, academics, and entrepreneurs.
 

The sessions are part of an overall key strategic initiative by ASME to promote the field of engineering entrepreneurship and innovation. I would be extremely appreciative if you could forward the information about the conference within the Chicago area entrepreneurship community.
 

Detailed descriptions of each of the Engineering Business Management Track sessions is included, in addition to flyers highlighting some of the sessions. Also attached is a text description of a brochure on ASME’s newest course titled Innovation and Intrapreneurship. To address growing concerns among our industry members regarding staying competitive in the innovation arena, ASME has partnered with Grow Fast Grow Right to create its first course dedicated to fostering innovation within industry. Andrew Sherman, co-founder and Chief Educational Officer of Grow Fast Grow Right is the instructor for the course and he will also be conducting three workshops at the Congress. 
 

Information and registration for the conference can be found at:
 

http://www.asmeconferences.org/congress06/
 

The conference workshops are a component of the greater launch of the Center for Engineering Entrepreneurship and Innovation. The Center seeks to discover what factors are needed to promote engineering entrepreneurship and innovation as both a critical ingredient to U.S. competitiveness and as a solution for the shrinking workforce pipeline. The Center will address the current and emerging challenges by linking entrepreneurial and innovative behavior to the educational and career pathways of high school students, university and college graduates, first-job holders, individuals changing jobs, and adult learners. The Center will focus on catalyzing training, education, and on-going access to competency programs to ensure engineering and related careers are constantly and consistently up-to-date and responsive to significant national economic and societal demands.
 

 

Statewide Self-Employment Video-Conference Series
The final workshop in a series of Statewide Self-Employment Video Conferences will be held on November 17th, 2006 from 9:00 am to 11:30 am, presented by SERN the Self Employment Resources Network in collaboration with the Department of Human Services - Division of Rehabilitation Services.   

The purpose of these series of video conferences is to provide individuals with disabilities, and their supports, with the basics of business planning.  The Nov. 17th conference will be a Series Finale. Topics will include a review of the parts of the business plan; accessing services when starting, sustaining, or expanding a business and future plans of SERN.

Please note that registrations will be taken by Marsie Frawley, mfrawley@hdadvocates.org, by fax: 312-223-9518  or 312 223-9600, ext. 17 or 800-427-0766 (v/TTY)

Self Employment Video Conference

Please note that space is limited to approximately 15 - 20 people at some sites.  While registering, please note if any accommodations are required, i.e., interpreter, Braille or disk, no later than November 10th.

ANNA - CHOATE, 1000 N. Main St., 62906
Chicago - DHS, 401 S. Clinton St. Building, 7th Floor 60607    
Chicago - Read Mental Health Center, 4200 N. Oak Park Ave., The Library, 60634
Tinley Park - Tinley Park Mental Health Center, 7400 W. 183rd St., 60477
Elgin - Elgin Mental Health Center, 750 S. State St., Rehab 242, Elgin 60123
Mount Vernon - IDES, 321 Withers Drive, Suite B. The IDES Regional office, about two miles from the DHS one stop. 62864
Rockford - Singer Mental Health Center, 4402 N. Main St., Video Conference Center, 61103 
Springfield - DHS Harris Building, 100 S. Grand Ave., 3rd Floor
Springfield - McFarland Mental Health Center, 901 Southwind Road, 62703
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
