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 In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:

-  FROM SERVICE TO SUCCESSSM
-  NEW RESOURCE FOR 50 PLUS ENTREPRENEURS
-  2009 SMALL BUSINESS TAX CALENDAR - AVAILABLE NOW AND FREE!

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - KRESS DEVELOPMENTS 
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT LOCATOR
-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.DONTDECLARE.COM
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - DOCTOR STRATEGY

-  MOVES AND NEWS

FROM SERVICE TO SUCCESSSM
From Service To SuccessSM will be held on Wednesday, November 12th.  Paulsen Productions, the Illinois SBDC, PTAC and ITC at the College of DuPage, the Small Business Administration and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity invite you to this interactive, impactful day of information and networking pertaining to all Veterans.

If you are, or know someone who is a veteran or current active duty military personnel, or guardsman, this day is for you. Learn the benefits that may be available to you in the areas of education, employment, and entrepreneurship.

The day is free, and includes breakfast and lunch. This very special event will begin at 7:30 and end at 3:00. All the information provided is free, and the services that the presenters provide are also free of charge.

We welcome everyone without geographical boundaries - veterans, active duty military personnel, guardsmen, and people who support those who have and continue to protect our country. Be sure to clear your calendar, sign up while there is still room, and join us for this annual event. 

Please join us! We look forward to meeting you, and provide you with assistance as you go From Service To SuccessSM!  The event will be held at the College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn, IL Room: SRC 2800.  For questions or to RSVP: 630-942-2600 or Roccoan@cod.edu. 

NEW RESOURCE FOR 50 PLUS ENTREPRENEURS

SBA Introduces its Newest Online Resource for the Baby Boomer Generation of Entrepreneurs - The U.S. Small Business Administration recently unveiled a new Web site geared to the 50-plus entrepreneur, providing useful information, links and resources vital to starting, growing and expanding a small business.  
The new Web site at www.sba.gov/50plusentrepreneur  features interactive information and links to help 50-plus entrepreneurs consider the benefits and rewards of business ownership, and to help them make informed choices about business ownership.  

Components of the new Web site include a self-assessment feature to help the aspiring entrepreneur determine his or her business readiness, information on borrowing and credit, and inspirational success stories from baby boomer entrepreneurs.  The Web site will help users evaluate the reasons for business ownership after age 50, the risks involved, and how to devise a plan of action at every phase of business development.  

This is the first new offering under the structure of the re-launched Office of Entrepreneurship Education (OEE).  OEE combines SBA’s online education programs, business and community initiatives, and outreach to underserved markets under a single umbrella.

2009 SMALL BUSINESS TAX CALENDAR - AVAILABLE NOW AND FREE !

Now is the time to place your order for the free, 2009 IRS Small Business/Self Employed Tax Calendar (Pub 1518, Catalog Number 12350Z).  This 12-month illustrated wall calendar is filled with helpful information on general business taxes, electronic filling and paying options, retirement plans, business publications and forms, and common tax filing dates.

This year’s calendar theme is “Solving the Tax Puzzle Together.” Each month highlights a different business tax topic, plus there’s a handy Hints & Help Guide at the end for quick, at-a-glance information.  The calendar also provides space each month for a business owners own notes such as state tax dates or appointments.

As in prior years, the IRS Tax Calendar for Small Business and Self-Employed will be available online and in Spanish (Pub 1518SP).  Look for the online version in early December.  The Spanish version is due out in mid-November but don’t wait!  Place your orders now and they will be shipped as soon as possible.  You can also download the tax calendar dates into Microsoft Outlook and access the calendar via electronic organizers.

To order, go to www.IRS.gov, and enter search words: tax calendar.  As a special offer for our SBDC partners, the IRS has raised the limit of FREE calendars from 5 to 100 when ordered online.  (While the online order form indicates a limit of 5, quantities up to 100 will still be accepted by the system).   Call 800-829-3676 to order by phone. 
The 2009 Small Biz Tax Calendar not only makes great give-a-ways, it's the perfect tool to help your clients successfully manage their business. Order yours today!

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - KRESS DEVELOPMENTS 
In the 10/20/08 edition of this newsletter, an article about the Top 20 Dorm-Based Businesses was included.    We wanted to bring to your attention, that one of those dorm-based businesses is a client of an IEN Center.   Coming in at # 9 is Mr. Bryan Kress, from Kress Developments who is a client of the Southwestern Illinois Entrepreneurship Center.    Bryan has created Note2Home.com.   This Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville student makes it easier for parents to stay connected to their college-age kids in and out of school. Parents simply log on to quickly access information about school and extracurricular activities. They can check homework, grades and attendance, find out about sporting events and even talk to professors, administrators and other parents. They can also check for school closings and purchase school supplies through an Amazon.com-affiliated site, which then contributes 2% of the purchase price to the school.   Congratulations to Bryan for his entrepreneurial spirit and to Kristine Jarden, Director of the Southwestern Illinois Entrepreneurship Center at SIU Edwardsville.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT LOCATOR http://www.elections.illinois.gov/DistrictLocator/SelectSearchType.aspx
This site is the Illinois State Board of Elections Legislative District Locator tool.    It will allow you to accurately identify the Congressional, State Senate and State House District for each of your clients.    After reaching this site, please click on the "By Address" tab.    All you need is the 9 digit zip code or the street address and five digit zip code of your client.   Simply enter that information into the form on this webpage and click on "Search".   It is critical that you enter accurate information into WebCATS so that when we provide Congressional Briefings and information by legislative districts, we reporting correct information.  Thank You for using this tool. 

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.DONTDECLARE.COM
Corporate Turnaround has helped thousands of small companies find financing, settle past-due debts, resolve tax problems and avoid bankruptcy.    Their program helps save companies and gets creditors paid.   They have developed a group of services to help small businesses succeed.    Corporate Turnaround will analyze each clients financial condition and offer appropriate solutions, depending on their situation.   Their services include: Obtaining hard to find financing, Resolving tax problems, Collect from delinquent customers, Renegotiate affordable terms on past due debts and help companies avoid bankruptcy.   Some of you may be familiar with this company as they were an exhibitor at the ASBDC Conference in Chicago last month.   They are also an Alliance Partner of SCORE.    To learn more about Corporate Turnaround, please visit their website at: www.dontdeclare.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - DOCTOR STRATEGY

Dr. Dan Geller is a renowned expert on strategic planning for small companies. His research, publications, and planning tools have helped tens of thousands of entrepreneurs and small-business owners fulfill their dreams of establishing and growing a successful business.   Dr. Geller started his research on strategic planning in the mid 1990.s, when he discovered that 89 percent of all small businesses do not practice any type of formalized strategic planning. He also noticed that 87 percent of all start-ups and small businesses fail in the first year, according to the U.S. Small Business Administration. 

Realizing that the connection between lack of strategic planning and business failure is not a coincidence, Dr. Geller devoted his doctoral dissertation to this topic. Among his many findings was the fact that entrepreneurs and small-business owners do not plan because the existing planning methodologies are not designed for small businesses, and are too complex and time consuming.

In order to encourage entrepreneurs and small-business owners to plan and succeed, Dr. Geller developed the Instant Strategist. methodology, which allows small-business owners to develop a quick and easy strategy for their new or existing business. The Instant Strategist methodology includes a book, software, audio and video presentations and other helpful tools for strategic planning.   To learn more, please visit the Doctor Strategy website at: www.doctorstrategy.com
To contact Dr. Geller, email to: ask@doctorstrategy.com or call 866-343-5537. 

MOVES AND NEWS

Annual Strategic Planning Session - December 11th and 12th

The Annual Strategic Planning Session for the IEN has been set for the afternoon of Thursday December 11th and the morning of Friday December 12th, 2008.    This event will again be held in Springfield at the Hilton Hotel.   Please save these dates, for those who are interested in participating.    A lodging room block at the hotel is now available for participants to make reservations.    When calling to make a room reservation, please dial: 217 - 789 - 1530 and ask for the room block under the name, "IEN SBDC Strategic".   An agenda will be available in the near future.  If you have any additional questions, please contact your DCEO Network Coordinator.   Thanks for your interest and participation in this important planning effort.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
