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In Today's Weekly Connection:
 

-    IESBGA Conference - "Accelerating Business Growth" 
-    SEDAC October 2006 Newsletter
-    Midwest Venture Summit 2006
-    Improving Profits
-    Edmund Phelps on Entrepreneurship
 

 

IESBGA Conference - "Accelerating Business Growth" 
The Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association's 2006 Fall Conference will be held November 15-17, 2006 at Navy Pier in Chicago. Navy Pier will serve as the conference location for registration, sessions, and meals.  For more information on the conference please go to the IESBGA website at   www.growilbiz.org and click on conference.  Also attached you will find a letter from Chairman Ken Klotz with additional information about membership in the IESBGA.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ken Robinson or Vanessa Sneed at the IESBGA Office, % of the SIU-C Division of Continuing Education,  618/536-7751.
 

SEDAC October 2006 Newsletter
The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that the October 2006 newsletter is now available 
at http://www.sedac.org/pdf/ newsletter2_9.pdf.   In this issue, you will find articles about:

• SEDAC client wins a USDA grant 
• SEDAC unveils new Economic Calculator
• Illinois Energy Auction Update
• Winterization tips
• Invitation to join the DCEO Peer Exchange

 

Midwest Venture Summit 2006
The most fundable businesses in the Midwest AND the most successful Venture Capitalists will all be at the Midwest Venture Summit 2006, November 1st, at the Marriott Hotel Chicago.    The Summit will be held from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM.   Please click www.MidwestVentureSummit.com  for more information or you may also
Click here and register today!  http://www.midwestventuresummit.com/pages/summit_highlights/65.php

The Midwest Venture Summit is the only Midwest capital conference presented by Venture Capital firms.  These VCs are seeking new investment opportunities and created a venue where companies at different stages of development can present their plans.  The Midwest Venture Summit is the place to network with the most active VCs, attorneys and accountants that specialize in early stage companies and entrepreneurs. 

The Midwest Venture Summit 2006 will include:

- Companies that are seeking equity funding in 3 tracks:

1.    Series A – D Track –20 companies have been rigorously selected by our panel of VC and coached by experienced entrepreneurs, professionals     from the most impressive firms serving growth businesses and VCs.

2.    Seed or Angel Track – 15 companies will present.  These companies have been vetted by local Angel groups.

3.    Business Schools’ Plan Competition- will showcase the winners of 5 Illinois University Business Schools’ Plan Competitions.  Each plan will be evaluated by a panel of experienced Angel investors and the best plan will be selected.  The winner will receive a $50,000 award from Illinois’ Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) to establish the business in Illinois!     

- VCs who are actively looking for investments – 22 local venture firms are sponsoring the event and

- Professional service firms who cater to early stage companies
 

Improving Profits
Click here  http://www.entrepreneur.com/management/operations/article167956.html  to review a profit improvement article written by John Mautner, President and Founder of Cycle-of-Success Institute in Chicago, the new profit improvement expert columnist for Entrepreneur Magazine.

Edmund Phelps on Entrepreneurship
Columbia University’s Edmund Phelps has been in the news this month as the winner of the 2006 Nobel Prize for Economics. Phelps is best known for his work explaining the linkages between inflation and unemployment, but he can also be quite eloquent on the topic of entrepreneurship. In a recent op-ed for The Wall Street Journal, Phelps presents a compelling case for the power of entrepreneurs to foster innovation and to build economic prosperity. Phelps notes that economic dynamism helps create efficiencies and foster productive improvements. It also helps trigger personal growth by stimulating new ideas which in turn provide opportunities for mental stimulation, engagement, and problem-solving. This compelling article presents a strong economic and ethical case for the power of dynamic capitalism. The article, “Dynamic Capitalism,” by Edmund S. Phelps, appeared in the October 10, 2006 issue of The Wall Street Journal. It is available on-line at
http://www.opinionjournal.com/editorial/feature.html?id=110009068 (This article is provided in cooperation with the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde).
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
