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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
-  Important - Small Business Awards Nominations

-  2007 IESBGA Annual Conference 

-  Franchise Business Conference III
-  VC Exits Jump in Third Quarter

-  Website of the Week – Congressional/Legislative District Locator Tool 
-  Resource of the Week - SmartBIZ

Important - Small Business Awards Nominations

SBA has just released information about the nomination process for its Annual SBA Small Business Awards.   We strongly encourage each member of the IEN to submit a nomination.  Below you will find a link to the 2008 SBA Awards Package to be used to nominate small business owners and champions in the following categories:
· Small Business Person of the Year 

· Small Business Exporter of the Year 

· Young Entrepreneur of the Year 

· Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Small Business 

· Financial Services Champion 

· Home-Based Business Champion 

· Minority Small Business Champion 

· Small Business Journalist of the Year  

· Veteran Small Business Champion 

· Women in Business Champion
Please use this link http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/il_chicago/il_2008_nomination_guide.pdf  for nomination guidelines and forms.  Also attached is a checklist for the small business person/champion nomination package.  Nominations are due in the SBA Illinois District Office in Chicago by November 23, 2007.  Please send to:  
 

Mark Ferguson, U.S. Small Business Administration, 500 West Madison Street, Suite 1250, Chicago, IL  60661-2511
2007 IESBGA Annual Conference 

“From Local to Global: Expanding Market Horizons” the Illinois Entrepreneurship and Small Business Growth Association’s (IESBGA) Annual Conference will be held at the Hotel Père Marquette in Peoria, Illinois on November 6-8, 2007.
Register now! ! The early registration discount ends October 19.  Hotel reservations must be made prior to October 15 to receive the conference rate.  To reserve hotel rooms, please call 800/447-1676 and request the Illinois Entrepreneurship & Small Business Growth Association rate of $93 plus tax.  Certified Business Specialist applications and Re-Certification applications are due October 15.  Forms may be downloaded from the Member’s Section of www.growilbiz.org.   To register or for additional information you can log onto www.growilbiz.org  or call 618/536-7751.

Franchise Business Conference III

The Franchise Business Conference III will be held on Saturday, November 3, 2007 at Kennedy-King College, 6301 Halsted Street in Chicago. The event is presented in partnership with: Congressman Bobby L. Rush, Kennedy-King College, International Franchise Association, National Minority Franchising Initiative, Women’s Business Development Center and Chatham Business Association in cooperation with U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA); Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA); State of Illinois Treasurer’s Office; Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity; City of Chicago Department of Planning and Development; Business and Economic Revitalization Association; Chicago Urban League; Greater Ashburn Planning Association and South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association.

Kennedy-King College (U-Building) Parking Lots:

6301 South Halsted Street, Chicago, IL 60621 Corner of 63rd and Union Avenue

8:30 am – 3:30 pm (Doors Open: 8:00 a.m.) Corner of 65th and Union Avenue

Program will include:

Franchisor Participation - What are franchisors looking for? Prospective franchisees will hear first hand from experienced franchisors.

Fundamentals of Franchising – What franchising is (and isn’t) and how to evaluate franchise options.

Experiences in Franchising – What is it really like to be a franchisee? Current franchisees will share their experiences and advice.

Legal Aspects of Franchising – What questions do you need to ask and what is the UFOC?

Funding and Technical Assistance – How do I begin the basic process? What are the requirements for financing? Are special programs available?

Participating Organizations include: Alsip chamber of Commerce; Blue Island Area Chamber of Commerce; Chicago Minority Business Development Council; Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce; Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce; Chicago State University SBDC; Cosmopolitan Chamber of Commerce;

Hull House SBDC Parkway Community Center; Evergreen Park Chamber of Commerce; Hyde Park Chamber of Commerce; Hull House SBDC Parkway Community Center; Illinois Institute for Entrepreneurship Education; Midlothian Area Chamber of Commerce; Oak Forest Chamber of Commerce; Orland Park Area Chamber of Commerce; Palos Heights Chamber of Commerce; Crestwood Chamber of Commerce; Rebirth of Englewood Community Development Corporation; Ridge Worth Chamber of Commerce and Tinley Park Chamber of Commerce. 

The program is free and seating is limited. The first 200 registrants will receive a free franchise opportunity guide ($20 value). Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided.  To register call: 708-385-9550 or via email: Younus.suleman@mail.house.gov 

VC Exits Jump in Third Quarter

Recent market volatility doesn’t seem to be hampering confidence or performance in the venture capital (VC) sector. The latest data from the National Venture Capital Association and Thomson Financial indicate that mergers and acquisition (M&As) activity in the third quarter of 2007 hit its high level since 2000. Sixty-seven venture-backed M&A deals were completed during this period. Final dollar figures are only available for 34 of the deals, but this small sample accounted for big numbers -- $3.4 billion in value. Meanwhile, twelve venture-backed initial public offerings were also completed in the third quarter of 2007. This total represents a slight increase from last year’s levels. Venture industry observers remain cautious, however. They note that they are hearing many anecdotes -- such as lengthening time to complete acquisitions -- that may indicate market weaknesses in the future. View the latest National Venture Capital Association/Thomson Financial statistics on the venture capital industry, visit www.nvca.org. (Article provided by the National Dialogue on Entrepreneurship www.publicforuminstitute.org/nde.)

Website of the Week – Congressional/Legislative District Locator Tool 
This site is the Illinois State Board of Elections Legislative District Locator tool.    It will allow you to accurately identify the Congressional, State Senate and State House District for each of your clients.     All you need is the 9 digit zip code or the street address and five digit zip code of your client.   Simply enter that information into the form on this webpage and click on "Search".   It is critical that you enter accurate information into WebCATS so that when we provide Congressional Briefings and information by legislative districts, that we reporting correct information.   Thank You for using this tool. 

Resource of the Week - SmartBIZ

A new website has just been launched that presents internet technology resources for startup and existing small businesses.   It features articles on internet advertising, social networks for small businesses, web services and smart tools.    They cover business topics such as sales and marketing, doing business on line, business strategies and they have a section dealing with forums and other resources.    This site was recently introduced by Bank of America and can be found by clicking on: www.smartbiz.com.    Take a look and see what tools you can use to assist your clients.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
