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In Today's IEN Weekly Connection:
 
-  ILLINOIS SBDC AT WIU – GREAT IDEA VIDEO

-  SBA ONLINE TRAINING COURSE

-  2009 OSHA BREAKFAST SERIES – NOVEMBER 18TH IN ROCKFORD
-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK 

-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - DCEO’s ARRA Resources Webpage
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - The ASBDC Resource Page
-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

-  MOVES AND NEWS – CONGRATULATIONS TO ILSBDC AT ROCK VALLEY COLLEGE

ILLINOIS SBDC AT WIU – GREAT IDEA VIDEO

Please click on the link below to view a very well done video entitled “Great Idea”.  Congratulations go out to the Illinois SBDC at Western Illinois University for this great promotional video for the Illinois SBDC.   Go to YouTube IL Small Business Development CenterGreat Idea to view the video.   The Illinois Small Business Development Center "Great Idea" spot was  Produced by Media Development in Quincy, IL.
SBA ONLINE TRAINING COURSE

SBA recently launched a new online training course: Winning Federal Contracts – A Guide for Women Entrepreneurs which is part of an ongoing government-wide initiative to promote opportunities for 

women-owned businesses in the area of government contracting.  

This free online tutorial is a practical and easy to use guide that walks a woman-owned small business through the contracting process.  SBA is committed to ensuring that women-owned businesses receive at least 5 percent of federal contracts and believes better training opportunities are central to meeting this government-wide goal.  

The Winning Federal Contracts course is designed to help women entrepreneurs learn about the federal procurement process and to prepare them to compete for contracting opportunities.  The self-paced guide uses audio and script to provide information about contract rules, how to sell to the government and where to find contracts.   The Winning Federal Contracts course is available on SBA’s Web site at www.sba.gov/fedcontractingtraining.  It is indexed by subject matter, and includes direct links to additional contracting resources such as our Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Centers. 

2009 OSHA BREAKFAST SERIES –NOV. 18TH IN ROCKFORD
This ongoing series of OSHA training workshops continues in November in Rockford.  The Wednesday, November 18th program will be  "Safety Committees in Action".   This session will be held from 7:30am to 10am.   It will take place at the EIGERlab which is located at 605 Fulton Avenue in Rockford.    Your $25 registration fee includes a hot breakfast, the training program and all materials.    Advance payment is required to reserve your place in the workshop.    For additional information, please contact Laura VanNatta by phone at: 815-965-3522 or by email at: lvannatta@eigerlab.org
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK

The Illinois SBDC at Waubonsee Community College and two of its clients were featured in the small business column of a recent issue of the Daily Herald newspaper.  Congratulations to IL SBDC at WCC director Harriet Parker and her clients JMC3 and The Catering Gourmets Inc. Please go to  http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=328707  the see the story.  
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS – OUTREACH TRACKING

As a reminder, you may now track professional development and outreach in WebCATS.  To track this information, you must first set up your center as a contact in WebCATS.   Once this has been completed you can track professional development and outreach as new inquiries from the inquiry type drop down.

Go to inquiries and click the "new" button at the top of the screen.   Select the contact as your center, date of inquiry, type of inquiry (professional development, outreach, etc, from the drop downs list), time spent, any comments, appropriate counselor, funding source and session type as Administrative.

Save the record and you will be able to run reports based on professional development and outreach activities.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - DCEO’s ARRA Resources Webpage
DCEO’s ARRA Resources Webpage is a great source for information and direct links to details on the funding and other programs and resources that are available through the America Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - The ASBDC Resource Page
The ASBDC Resource Page is an outstanding link to information that could be beneficial for small business advisors and trainers. Check out the many pages of direct links and resources to help you be more successful as you serve Illinois small businesses and entrepreneurs. 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

The latest edition of the IEN Monthly Statistical Report for September 2009 can be found on CenterConnect along with Illinois SBDC FFY2009 Report on key SBA Performance Measures for the period of October 1, 2008 through September 30, 2009. On CenterConnect you will also find flyers on the upcoming disabilityworks Chamber Summits. 

MOVES AND NEWS – CONGRATULATIONS TO ILSBDC AT ROCK VALLEY COLLEGE

Huge congratulations go out to the Illinois SBDC at Rock Valley College which held a special 25th Anniversary Celebration of its SBDC at Cliffbreakers in Rockford, IL last Thursday.   During the very well attended event SBDC director Pam Schallhorn and the Illinois SBDC at RVCC recognized three people with Service Awards, including past SBDC directors Beverley Kingsley and Shirley DeBenedetto and assistant Cari Fuller for her many years of service.  Francisca Amador, V.P. of Blackhawk Bank was also give an award for her volunteerism work in providing the first Spanish Version of the SBDC’s Self Employment Training last April.   Again, congratulations to Mike Mastroianni, Rock Valley College, Pam Schallhorn and all of those that have contributed to the 25 Years of Providing Guidance for Business Growth through the Illinois SBDC at Rock Valley College.  
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