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SEDAC NEWSLETTER 

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that your free subscription to SEDAC's monthly newsletter is now available for download at www.sedac.org
ILLINOIS STATE MICROENTERPRISE INITIATIVE CONFERENCE

The Illinois State Microenterprise Initiative Fall Conference will be held on November 14, 2008 at the Federal Reserve Bank in Chicago.  Please click on here http://www.ilmicroenterprise.org/news.html to find more information.  

SBA 7(a) LOAN PROGRAM – A FLEXIBLE TOOL
Below you will find a link to a recent Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) Publication on the Small Business Administration’s 7(a) Loan program. 

	
	The SBA's 7(a) Loan Program: A Flexible Tool for Commercial Lenders (PDF 311KB ) NR 2008-108  This edition of Community Development Insights examines the primary bank risks, benefits, and regulatory considerations associated with the Small Business Administration's 7(a) Loan Program. The report provides a comprehensive overview of the program for lenders that may be considering expanding their product line with 7(a) loans. It also highlights how banks can use the 7(a) program to develop new business, mitigate risk, enhance profitability, improve liquidity management, and meet certain regulatory requirements. 




Given our economic conditions, more than ever our SBA loan programs can be a very useful in providing capital to Small Businesses and at the same time, minimize your exposure.  As always, Thank you for your support and participation in our SBA Loan Programs. Judith A. Roussel, Illinois District Director, Small Business Administration - http://www.sba.gov/il. 

  
SBA SEEKING 2009 "TOP TEN" FEDERAL RULES IN NEED OF REVIEW
The Office of Advocacy (Advocacy) of the U.S. Small Business Administration is, for the second year, seeking nominations of federal rules in need of review and reform. The 2009 "Top 10" rules nominated by small business owners, trade associations, and others will be transmitted to appropriate federal agencies for their action.  The guidelines for nominating a federal rule for review and reform can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/r3/r3_nomination.html  Additional information about Advocacy's r3 initiative can be found at http://www.sba.gov/advo/r3/.
 
If you have any questions regarding Advocacy's r3 initiative, please do not hesitate to contact Keith Holman at 202-205-6533.  For more information about the Office of Advocacy, please visit our website at http://www.sba.gov/advo/ or telephone 202-205-6533. 
IEN SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - INTEGRATED ENERGY WORKS!, LLC
We wanted to share a letter with you that we received on 9-26-08 from a client of the Illinois SBDC at Sauk Valley Community College.   Not only does it provide details of the assistance they received, but shows how much clients appreciate it when Centers of the IEN refer clients to other IEN Centers to offer their expertise.  

To: Mark Petrilli;

Today I am writing to you to mention the great job an SBDC office has done for Illinois business.  A consortium of five businesses in the Rock River Valley region formed a renewable energy company called Integrated Energy Works!, LLC.  We became an Illinois business at the first of January 2008 and our members are currently involved in several projects in the state line area.  During this start-up we have experienced all the normal pitfalls, road blocks etc but of late things became strained.  Our group turned to Michele Miller-SBDC Director at Sauk Valley Community College for assistance.  She has had several meetings with us and yesterday she took us thru a S.W.O.T. Analysis session.  This lengthy but detailed session enabled IEW! to realize our S.W.O.T. parameters and develop a new strategy to move renewable energy initiatives forward in our region.  Michele enabled us to discover the details in our business that will allow us to grow and realize profit while retaining and creating new jobs here in Illinois.  The restructuring will be extensive but will enable us to become more dynamic and better serve our customers.  Michele’s was a job well done.

During our S.W.O.T. discussions government contracts were mentioned.  Michele was very quick to submit she could connect IEW! to the “Best government procurement specialist in the United States of America and his office is right here in Rockford!”  She was of course talking about John DiGiacomo at the Rock Valley College PTAC.  You and I both know I am already a client of John’s and have worked with him for many years.  However, I was very pleased to see another SBDC office offer this kind of cross agency help.  Again Michele was locked and loaded with all the tools businesses need.  So “at the end of the day” I am writing you to say THANK YOU to your office and the government for having programs like these available to help American business.  Mark, I hope to see you again in the future.  If you get into the region please call.  Have a great day and keep the funding for programs like the SBDC and PTAC alive.

  

Michael Molander
President
Protoform, LLC
1907 Kishwaukee Street
Rockford, Illinois 61104
Congratulations of course to Michele Miller and John DiGiacomo for their hard work and helping this client be successful.    Thanks to each and every member Center of the IEN for all the hard work you do on behalf of clients.    These truly are the "success stories" of the IEN.
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - FAVORITE REPORTS LIST
WebCATS offers more than 100 built-in reports and an unlimited number of custom reports, but it's unlikely that you'll ever run all of the reports available to you - or even most of them.   What is likely however, is that you run a small number of reports on a regular basis.   For quick and easy access to those reports that you do run frequently, you can create a list of favorite reports for each record type as well as for the activity history lists that display for an open client, counselor, or contact record.  For example, one list would consist of all favorite client reports while another list consists of all favorite counseling session reports.

To create a list of favorite reports:

1. Select View |<desired record type> and from the summary record listing, click the Report button.  Or, if you're creating a list of favorite reports for a client, counselor or contact record activity history list, open the appropriate record and from the top of the record's activity history list, click the Report button.

2. Open the "My Favorites" tab and double-click the "-- Favorite Reports --" listing.

3. WebCATS opens the Select Favorite Reports window, where all reports (built-in and custom alike) for that record type (or activity history list type) are displayed and available for selection as a favorite report.  Either double-click a report to designate it as a favorite or highlight it and click the right arrow.  You can highlight multiple reports at once by holding down the ALT key on your keyboard.

4. After moving all favorite reports to the box on the right, click the Update button to save these reports under the "My Favorites" tab.

Note: In the future, you can edit any favorite report list by double-clicking the ever-present "--Favorite Reports--" listing, as described in step 2 above.

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.MYBIZHOMEPAGE.COM
At the heart of MyBizHomepage.com is MyBizDashboard™, which automatically extracts the latest data from users’ QuickBooks software, calculates standard financial metrics, and displays them on their financial dashboard as an easy-to-understand charts and graphs. It’s safe, secure and easy-to-use.    MyBizHomepage.com and the ASBDC have a partnership agreement.   Below is a comment from ASBDC President, Don Wilson about this partnership.

“As an organization dedicated ultimately to helping entrepreneurs and small businesses launch and flourish, we are very pleased to partner with MyBizHomepage. MyBizHomepage.com’s financial dashboard is a robust cutting edge tool that makes financial information more accessible or easier to understand for the small business owner, and we are delighted to be able to offer it to our members.” – Don Wilson, president and CEO of ASBDC To learn more about this tool and how it can help you and your clients, please visit: www.MyBizHomepage.com.
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - SBDC COMMUNITY E-TOOLS

We want to remind you of a resource that is available free of charge called the SBDC Community site.    The purpose is to provide SBDC Counselors and Trainers with resources - a reference and gathering place to share and exchange ideas, ask questions and provide solutions to one another.   

This week, we wanted to share with you the information in the E-Tools section.    Here, you will find discussions on technologies that can assist your clients or your SBDC.  This forum is for SBDC business counselors and administrators who have firsthand knowledge of technology-based products and services that can help their clients or SBDC centers operate more efficiently. The forum is not for vendors to market their products or services. Because this forum seeks to help reduce new technology deployment costs (both time and money), SBDC personnel commenting on technology products and services should have firsthand experience with what they are discussing.    Please take time to visit and explore this site at:  http://www.sbdccommunity.org/.ef4f092/.

MOVES AND NEWS

ProfitCents Webinar - Tuesday, October 21st

The quarterly ProfitCents Refresher Webinar will now be held on Tuesday, October 21st at 9am.     It has been moved from 10/14 due to the availability of Michael McNeilly, our ProfitCents instructor.   Please mark your calendar and join us for this one hour training session, if you are interested in learning more about this Illinois SBDC resource.     It makes no difference if you are new Center Director or you have been using ProfitCents for several years, this one hour webinar is your chance to ask questions and learn how you can use this tool to assist your small business clients.     Webinar access information will be made available soon.  

Strategic Planning Session - December 11th and 12th

The Annual Strategic Planning Session for the IEN has been set for the afternoon of Thursday December 11th and the morning of Friday December 12th, 2008.    This event will again be held in Springfield at the Hilton Hotel.   Please save these dates, for those who are interested in participating.    More details about the lodging room block at the Hotel and agenda will be provided soon.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
