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· WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
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· MOVES AND NEWS 

COLUMBUS DAY

REMINDER – On October 11th America will be celebrating Columbus Day.  In recognition of Columbus Day State of Illinois Offices and the Offices of the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity will be closed. 

PROFITCENTS WEBINAR - ILLINOIS SBDC ON WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 13TH

Sageworks, Inc., the providers of the ProfitCents financial analysis tool, is offering a free webinar for the Center Directors and Business Advisors of the Illinois SBDC on Wednesday, October 13th at 10am.  This session will include product training, strategic thinking and collaboration of best practices as you look to strengthen your knowledge base of the ProfitCents tool.   This webinar will be presented by Shawn Moriarity and Dustin Lubertazzi, the two ProfitCents Advisors assigned to assist the Illinois SBDC.   

Access to ProfitCents has been purchased for all Illinois SBDCs and has been renewed through May 2011.  This one hour webinar is an opportunity for those familiar with ProfitCents to use as a refresher and also great for those who are new and may not be familiar with this financial analysis resource and how it can help you assist your clients. 

Information about how to access this webinar will be provided in the near future.   Please save October 13th at 10am and plan to join us for this webinar.
US EPA GREENCHILL STORE CERTIFICATION PROGRAM OVERVIEW - FREE WEBINAR ON 10/21

You are invited to attend GreenChill's October Webinar.  This webinar is open to all attendees.  Please feel free to forward the invitation on to others who may be interested.
 
Topic: GreenChill Webinar: GreenChill Store Certification Program Overview
Speakers:  Keilly Witman, U.S. EPA / GreenChill 
 
Date: Thursday, October 21, 2010
Time: 1:00pm
Meeting number: 591 457 882
Meeting password: (This meeting does not require a password)
 
To join the webinar, please click on the weblink and call into the teleconference number.
Weblink: https://meetingvisuals.webex.com/meetingvisuals/j.php?ED=145099247&UID=1163248542&RT=MiMxMQ%3D%3D
Teleconference number and code:  Call-in number: 1-866-2993188; Conference Code: 202 343 9742 #
 
If this is your first GreenChill webinar, please log on at least 10 minutes prior to the start time.  You may need to download the webex software, and you will have to register.
7 THINGS THE BEST ENTREPRENEURS DO
In the beginning all businesses are just people playing out an idea. It’s never the other way around – there is no idea so big that it doesn’t need people to make it succeed.

Investors know this, hence the saying “Bet on the jockey, not the horse.” A great jockey is a great role model.

Like it or not, everyone looks to the entrepreneur as the jockey role model in a new business. Typically this energizes new start up founders, but some struggle trying to live up to their own, as well as everyone else’s expectations. In reality, nobody really expects anyone to be superhuman, but it can feel like that.

To read the full, original article click on this link: 7 Things The Best Entrepreneurs Do
disabilityworks PARTNERSHIP
As part of DCEO's agreement with disabilityworks to provide services to persons with disabilities, the Resource Coordinators are available to provide Disability Sensitivity Training to you and your staff members who might benefit from this training. The Resource Coordinators reached out to you when they did the Disability Assessment Surveys last year. Please check your schedules and let them know when there is a convenient day and time for them to come in and do this training. Contact your Network Coordinator if you need the contact information for the Resource Coordinator assigned to your area.

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - NELLY'S RESTAURANT

With all the drivers passing through Wilmington on the Route 66 Corridor, there is a new restaurant to see and experience.  For the Wilmington locals, it may be a new gathering place. 

On Friday, August 20th, Nelly's was officially introduced to the City of Wilmington with a ribbon cutting ceremony at the restaurant. The owners, Tina and Steve Nelson were joined by Wilmington city administrator Tony Graff, Nickolas Allen from Representative Debbie Halverson's (D-IL) office, and members of the Illinois Small Business Development Center (SBDC) at Joliet Junior College (JJC). 

"Working with the Nelson's on the opening of their new business was exciting.  Steve and Tina worked within a very short time to be able to unveil their new restaurant to the community," said Carol Turney, business analyst with the Illinois SBDC.  The Nelsons initially opened the restaurant during Catfish Days, a festival in Wilmington that occurs each year.  

Turney was at the ribbon cutting ceremony along with other members of the Illinois SBDC team including Brian Thompson, business analyst and Rosana Vazquez-Alcaraz, secretary. Additionally, Dan Kreidler, dean of JJC's Continuing Education Division, and Amy Murphy, director of the college's Corporate and Community Services Department were there to lend support. 

The Nelsons are excited about attracting people that are traveling though the Route 66 Corridor into their restaurant.  They have already had some international diners sign their wall, including someone from France, and two women from Denmark. 

"Nelly's is a fun place that will give the people of Wilmington a friendly place to grab a bite after a school football game or other event," said Turney. "It's also a great find for drivers passing through Wilmington or driving down Route 66." 
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS

How do I find companies based on the products or services they provide?

In WebCATS, one of the most powerful features is the ability to generate subsets for all the various data entry forms. In order to find all the companies that manufacture a particular product or offer a particular service, you will generate a client subset.

You can do this by a search on the product and services description field in the client record.

How to search for companies by product and service description...
1. Select View|Clients/Pre-clients and click on the Client Subset button. 

2. Assuming that you only want to search for active clients, place a check mark in the Client/Pre-Client Type field. 

3. Next, find the Product or Service Description field and place a check mark in this field as well. 

4. Click Specify Criteria to open the subset criteria screen. 

5. If you'd like to search client records for centers other than, or in addition to, the current active center, expand the Center(s) selection field and select/deselect the duplicate center. 

6. Choose the type of client that you want to search for (presumably active clients only) and enter in the keyword that best describes the type of company you want to find. 

7. An example would be *construction*, *bridge*

Note: Put a wildcard (*) before and after your keywords as shown previously. If you have multiple distinct keywords that you want to search for, then separate them with a comma and put wildcards around each one. The above example will search for all companies that have either the keyword "construction" or "bridge" in their product and services description.

If you'd like to save this subset, select the Save Subset for future use? option and enter a descriptive name for it in the adjacent Name field. 

Click Finish and you will be presented with the results of your search.
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – WWW.SBDCNET.ORG 

The mission of the Small Business Development Center National Information Clearinghouse (SBDCNet) is to meet the information needs of the SBDC community in the United States and its territories. SBDCNET serves as a resource providing timely, relevant research, web-based information, and training to SBDC counselors and their small business clients. The goals of SBDCNet are to: 

· Support the SBDC Business Advisors and Counselors with research and relevant analyses. 

· Empower the entrepreneur with business information. 

· Educate through on-site training. 

· Facilitate the exchange of SBDC best practices and program ideas. 

If you have not visited SBDCNET recently check it out.

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK – SOCIAL MEDIA WEBINAR 

Sprint and the Association of Small Business Development Centers would like to invite you and your clients to a FREE webinar on Social Media Marketing for Small Business. Please forward this email and the attached invitation to your clients and colleagues and encourage them to attend this informational webinar. It promises to provide actionable strategies to improve their social media presence. 
Webinar: Social Media Marketing Made Easy

Join Monday, October 25 at 2pmET/11amPT for a complimentary one-hour webinar featuring Starr Hall, social media strategist, to: Learn the latest cutting edge information on social media strategy Find out the most effective way to convert contacts into sales Walk away with social media strategies you can apply immediately to put your business ahead of the competition. Following the presentation there will be an interactive Q&A session where you can get answers to all your social media questions. Click on the attachment to Register and find out more! 

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT
The week on CenterConnect you will find  the flyer for the Spring Social Media Webinar. 
MOVES AND NEWS

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

· Fall 2010 Meeting – October 18-19, 2010 – Springfield Hilton

· 2010 Illinois SBDC Accreditation – November 14-19, 2010

· Strategic Planning Session – December 9–10, 2010 – Springfield 
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===========================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC and the DCEO Office of

Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology each Monday to the members of the DCEO

Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with regular

updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update

to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===========================================================






