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-  Environmental Compliance Workshops-- The Basics
-  New Online Employer Identification Number Application

-  Website of the Week - www.homestead.com/sbdc
-  Resource of the Week – www.AskJim.biz 
-  Moves and News 
Offices Closed for Monday, October 8th for Columbus Day 

As a reminder, the DCEO and other state offices will be closed on Monday, October 8th in celebration of Columbus Day.  
October 29th Disaster Application Deadline
Three Weeks Left Before The October 29 Application Deadline -  Assistance Still Available - Centers are Open Columbus Day

ATLANTA - The U.S. Small Business Administration is reminding homeowners, renters, non-profit organizations and businesses in Stephenson and Winnebago counties that three weeks remain to submit disaster loan applications for damage caused by severe storms and flooding August 7 – 8, 2007.  The deadline to file an application for physical damage is October 29, 2007.    

Anyone with disaster related damages should register first with FEMA by calling 1-800-621-FEMA, then complete and return the SBA loan application before the deadline. “We encourage anyone who has not completed their disaster loan application to do so and meet with one of the Customer Service Representatives at one of the Centers located throughout the disaster area for assistance. All Centers will be open Columbus Day, Monday October 8.” said Frank Skaggs, Director of SBA Field Operation Center East. The Centers are located in the following communities:

SBA Disaster Loan Outreach Centers
Open:  Monday-Friday; 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

                 

Stephenson County                                                      Winnebago County

Freeport Public Library                                                Pioneer Parking Deck

100 East Douglas Street – 2nd FL Board Rm.                   315 North Main Street at Park Avenue

Freeport, IL 61032                                                          Rockford, IL 61101

SBA offers loans up to $200,000 to repair disaster damaged primary residences. Homeowners and renters are eligible for loans up to $40,000 to replace personal property such as furniture, appliances and clothing. Loans to businesses of all sizes and non-profit organizations are available up to $1.5 million to repair damage to real estate, machinery, inventory and equipment. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are also available to small businesses unable to pay bills or meet operating expenses because of the disaster.   Interest rates are as low as 3.125 percent for homeowners and renters and 4.000 percent for businesses with terms up to 30 years. Loan amounts and terms are set by SBA and are based upon each applicant’s financial condition.

Disaster victims may obtain an application from one of the Centers or by calling SBA’s Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 (1-800-877-8339 for the hearing-impaired), Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 9 p.m., and Saturday 9 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. EDT (closed October 6 – 8 in observance of Columbus Day).  Business loan applications can also be downloaded from the SBA website at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance.  Completed applications should be returned to one of the Centers or mailed to: U.S. Small Business Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX. 76155.  The filing deadline to return applications for physical damage is October 29, 2007.  The filing deadline to return economic injury applications is May 30, 2008.   For more information about the SBA’s Disaster Loan Programs, visit our website at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance.

The October Small Business Advocate

The Small Business Advocate http://www.sba.gov/advo/oct07.pdf  is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy.

The October 2007 edition of The Small Business Advocate focuses on small business regulatory concerns: the Department of Homeland Security's "No-

Match" rule and Advocacy's new r3 initiative.

If you are having difficulty viewing this document, the following Adobe viewer for PDF files is available for download - http://www.sba.gov/viewers/#adobe . Adobe also offers a handicapped accessibility site for the visually disabled at http://access.adobe.com/tools.html.

For more information about the Office of Advocacy, please visit our website at http://www.sba.gov/advo/  or telephone 202-205-6532.

Environmental Compliance Workshops-- The Basics

The Illinois Environmental Regulatory Group (IERG) assisted by DCEO and IEPA, is hosting regulatory workshops covering basic air, water, and land issues.  The workshops are all in Springfield and run from 9 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  You will learn the whys, hows, whens, and whats necessary to understand, achieve and maintain compliance.  The substance of environmental regulations change, as do the people involved.  

Workshop dates are as follows:

October 29:  Water (an overview of the key state agencies and their functions)

November 7:  Land (an overview of the key state and federal laws and regulations)

For more information, contact IERG at 217/523-4942 or to register online, go to www.ierg.org.  

New Online Employer Identification Number Application

Taxpayers can now request an EIN through a web-based system that instantly processes requests and generates identification numbers in real time.   Here's how it works.  A taxpayer accesses the Internet EIN system through IRS.gov and enters the required information.  If the information passes the automatic validity checks, the IRS issues a permanent EIN to the taxpayer.  If the information does not pass the validity checks, it is rejected.  The taxpayer has the opportunity to correct he information and resubmit the application. The new Web-based EIN Assistant instantly processes requests and generates Employer Identification Numbers in real time. You can even download and print the EIN confirmation notice.   Related Link:  IR-2007-161, New Online Employer Identification Number Application Processes Requests in Minutes  For more information, go to www.irs.gov.

Website of the Week - www.homestead.com/sbdc
Homestead Technologies has an exclusive offer for SBDC counselors that will allow them to become a certified Homestead website building trainer.   As a sponsor of the recent ASBDC Annual Conference, they will provide free training for counselors so you can then teach your clients to build their own business websites.    This website will inform you about upcoming free webinars  and the opportunity to register to participate.    To learn more, please click on:   www.homestead.com/sbdc
Resource of the Week – www.AskJim.biz 

Mr. Jim Blasingame, the host of the "Small Business Advocate Show", has created a website dedicated solely to answering small business questions - now.   Small business owners have issues that arise which, without the right information, can become sources of management pain. AskJim.biz has been developed to stop that pain with thousands of "cut-to-the-chase" answers, delivered in real time. That's entrepreneurial pain relief in a pill, not a procedure.  He also has a "Brain Trust" that he can rely on to provide answers from experts in their field.   Just click on www.askjim.biz  and you are ready to select categories and ask questions.   

Moves and News

The 2007 Illinois SBDC "State Star Award" winner is Mr. Jim Foley, the Director of the Illinois SBDC/ITC at Bradley University in Peoria.  Each of the SBDC State Star Award winners were presented with their award at the ASBDC National Annual Conference which was held in Denver, Colorado two weeks ago.  The award is given annually by each state SBDC to recognize outstanding contributions to the SBDC Program.   Jim has consistently demonstrated his commitment and dedication to the SBDC at the local, state and national levels.    We would like to congratulate Jim on this outstanding achievement. 

Our congratulations also go to Hilary Burkinshaw, Director of the Illinois SBDC at Governors State University in University Park, for being selected as a recipient of a "2007 Influential Women in Business Award".   This honor is being presented to Hilary by the Business Ledger, in partnership with the National Association of Women Business Owners (NAWBO) - Chicago Area Chapter.   She will be presented her award at a luncheon on Wednesday, October 24th in Glen Ellyn.   Congratulations to Hilary on this well deserved award.

We would like to welcome the two newest members to the Illinois SBDC, both of whom have joined the North Business and Industrial Council (NORBIC) in Chicago.    

Mr. James Peters is the Director of the Illinois PTAC at NORBIC and he began work in this position on Monday, October 1st.  He brings many years of experience to this position, including work as a business incubation consultant and as the former Director of the Chicago Technology Park and Research Center.   James also has experience in assisting companies access government contracting opportunities and in applying for SBIR grants.   

We would also like to welcome Mr. Chad Hoffman to his new position as Director of the Illinois SBDC/ITC at NORBIC.   Chad began his new duties on Monday, October 8th.   He has direct experience in international sales and marketing in his previous positions.   Chad has extensive knowledge of the South American, European and Asian markets.   He is expert in Spanish and able to communicate in Portuguese and Gallego, which is spoken in northwest Spain.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
