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FROM SERVICE TO SUCCESS VETERAN’S CONFERENCE 

On November 12, 2008 a free conference providing opportunities for Veterans will be held at the College of DuPage.  The conference will highlight the pathways “From Service to Success” for entrepreneurial veterans.  The focus of this event is to educate and share with all veterans the latest in education benefits, veteran-related legislation, and personal and business resources.

FROM SERVICE TO SUCCESS - November 12, 2008 - 7:30 am to 3:00 pm

College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn, IL - Student Resource Center, Room 2800

There is no charge for this event, however, seating is limited.  

Please contact Tony Rocco at 630-942-2184 or 630-942-2600 for more information or to RSVP.

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 2009 - AWARD NOMINATIONS

Please consider nominating a deserving business, individual, or organization for recognition during National Small Business Week 2009, which will be celebrated the week of May 17th.  SBA Awards given in celebration of National Small Business Week 2009 include the following awards:


• Small Business Person of the Year (one from each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands and Guam);
• Small Business Exporter of the Year;
• SBA Young Entrepreneur of the Year;
• Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Business of the Year;
• Entrepreneurial Success Award;
• Phoenix Awards (for disaster recovery);
• Small Business Champions (individuals or organizations dedicated to supporting small businesses);
• Small Business Prime Contractor of the Year;
• Small Business Subcontractor of the Year;
• Frances Perkins Vanguard Awards (for use of women-owned businesses in government contracting);
• Dwight D. Eisenhower Awards for Excellence (for large prime contractors who use small businesses as suppliers and contractors);
• Gold Star Awards (for federal government contracting);
• Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Service Excellence and Innovation Center Award;
• 7(a) Small Business Lender of the Year (does not require nominations);
• 504 Lender of the Year (does not require nominations);
• Export Lender of the Year (does not require nominations);
• Small Business Investors of the Year (does not require nominations);
• Small Business Investment Company of the Year (does not require nominations);
• Mortgage Lender of the Year;
• Women’s Business Center of Excellence Award;
• SCORE Chapter of the Year

  
Details on the nomination and selection process, evaluation criteria and time frame are found at:  http://www.sba.gov/nominationsguidelines
Deadline for Nominations:  All nominations must be postmarked or hand delivered to either the Springfield or Chicago, IL SBA office no later than November 14, 2008.
· For Springfield:  Valerie Ross, 3330 Ginger Creek Drive, Suite B-East, Springfield, IL  62711

· For Chicago:  Mark Ferguson, 500 West Madison Street Citicorp Center, Suite 1250, Chicago, IL  60661-2511

IEN SFY 2008 ANNUAL REPORT - NOW AVAILABLE

The IEN Annual Report for State Fiscal Year 2008, which ended on June 30th, has been printed and is now available.   Congratulations and Thank You to all member Centers of the IEN on the positive economic impact you had during this year.   You helped create 6,667 jobs and retain 11,125 additional jobs.   You assisted your clients in securing $192.6 million in capital and helped them start 326 new businesses and expand an additional 210 companies.    

Twenty Five copies of the report have been mailed to member Centers of the IEN.   A PDF of the report will soon be on CenterConnect.    If you need additional copies of this report, please contact Mark Enstrom, Resource Development Coordinator at: mark.enstrom@illinois.gov
 
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - 123 FIX-IT, LLC
Do you have a "To Do" list of odd jobs that need to be completed around your house or business but you just never seem to find the time to get them done?    If so, then 123 Fix-It can get them done for you.    That is the niche that this client of the Illinois SBDC at McHenry County College is filling in the Algonquin area.    Sheila Van Gordon says about the assistance she received that "They gave me an array of solutions that helped me at various stages of my start-up.   I'm not sure I could have done it on my own".    Not only is she running a successful company but she also finds some time to assist the SBDC with some part time client counseling services.    We also want to thank Sheila for being one of the featured success stories you will see in the IEN brochure.    Congratulations to Sheila on her success and to the Illinois SBDC at McHenry County College.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - WHAT IS MYWEBCATS PAGE?
MyWebCATS is a pop-up window that displays a listing of timely events affecting your user account.  It's available by selecting View | MyWebCATS from the navigation menu or, depending on your settings, it may automatically open upon login to WebCATS.

MyWebCATS features up to five types of events:

· Client follow-ups that recently came due or will come due shortly

· Clients that haven't been counseled for a significant period of time

· Conferences that are scheduled to begin shortly or that are currently in progress

· Counseling requests, conference requests and survey completions that were recently submitted through eCenter Direct, an optional component of Softshare CATS

· Records that were recently edited, added or deleted

By default, MyWebCATS has system-defined filters in place for each event type to make them more relevant to your user account.  For example, when viewing client follow-ups, you'll initially only see those clients whose primary counselor is the counselor that matches the default counselor associated with your user account.  You can modify the default filter settings for each event type, either temporarily or permanently, in the same manner as you would modify the filter settings for a summary of client activity records.

Note: As with other record listings, you can click on any blue hyperlink that displays in the MyWebCATS window to open its related record or to generate an e-mail message.

One final note regarding WebCATS - - the latest issue of Softshare Times, the newsletter for economic development centers, is ready for viewing at www.catseasily.com/company/newsletter/times.pdf.

 
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.IBANK.COM
	iBank uses the Finance Center Solution to provide an online commercial lending marketplace for business loans, commercial mortgages loans and equipment lease financing. The Finance Suite offers the small business a Simple, Streamlined and Smart way to create a professional Digital Loan Package (DLP) on the Web then connects this Digital Loan Package to over 335 lenders.   Through a single application the Finance Center stores the: business plan, management overview, financials, pictures and other documents which pre-populate numerous lender loan applications for financing from $500 up to $50 million.
Each business is issued a secure VAULT to organize, store and access at anytime, anywhere all their business or project information. They can easily invite their own lenders into their secure, private Vault in addition to our 325 lenders nationwide. The Finance Center reduces paper, faxing and postage charges, speeds up the process and eliminates the hassles of looking for financing.
	


iBank was an exhibitor at the recent ASBDC Conference in Chicago, so this service may be familiar to those who attended.  To learn more about this company, you may want to listen to an interview that Mr. Tom Markel, Founder of ibank.com, did with Jim Blasingame on The Small Business Advocate radio program on 2/25/08.    A link to that interview is at:  http://www.askjim.biz/embed/link.php?f=20080225-D
To learn more about iBank.com and how it can help you assist your clients, please visit: www.ibank.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - CHICAGO SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS ALLIANCE 
The mission of the Chicago Sustainable Business Alliance (CSBA) is to support its members with integrating sustainable business principles to generate a more profitable, environmentally respectful and socially responsible Chicago economy.  

They achieve this mission through:

· Networking to create business opportunities

· Education to enable informed decision making

· Promotion of a more sustainable business environment with the government, media and public

· Fostering a community of information, referrals and peer-based learning 

There are several programs within the Alliance, including: Networking Opportunities, Workshops, Technical Assistance a Purchasing Co-op and more.    They also have a Green Business Directory, organized by industry category.  An Alliance Steering Committee has been formed with members representing diverse sectors.   One of those members is Mr. Bryan Stubbs, Director of the Chicago Community Ventures/West Side Entrepreneurship Center.     

To learn more about this organization and the services they offer to small businesses, please visit their website at: http://csba.foresightdesign.org/
MOVES AND NEWS
PTAC PRESENTATION - John DiGiacomo, co-author of Win Government Contracts and director of the Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center at Rock Valley College in Rockford was a recent guest on Startup Nation Radio.    During the interview he answered questions and walked listeners through the 10 steps for winning Government contracts for their business.   We thought you may want to listen to the interview that John did and hope that you find it interesting and beneficial.    Congratulations John on a great opportunity to promote the IEN and Illinois PTAC Program.    To listen to the taped interview, please click on the following link:  http://www.startupnation.com/media/episodes/9223/government-contracts.htm
NEW PTAC DIRECTOR - We would like to extend congratulations to Mr. Gerardo Rodriguez, who is the new Director of the Illinois PTAC at Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in Chicago.    A 2004 graduate of Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Mr. Rodriguez is very familiar with the IEN having worked in several areas at the Hispanic Chamber in small business development.   Included in those duties was assisting clients in obtaining their D/M/WBE Certification.   Welcome to the Illinois PTAC, Gerardo.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
