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-  Moves and News 
ASBDC Call for Presentations

You Are Invited to Submit a Conference Workshop Proposal for the 2008 ASBDC Call for Presentations.  The workshops will be conducted at the ASBDC 28th Annual Conference to be held on September 2-5, 2008 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Chicago.   ASBDC would like to invite you to enter the ASBDC On-Line Conference Workshop Proposal Site by clicking on http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference/presentors.html Please be sure to read all of the instructions before submitting your proposal.   Deadline for submissions is 5:00 pm (EST) on Friday, February 8, 2008.  Please forward to anyone else you believe could provide value to the training programs at the ASBDC Annual Conference. 
Trends for Entrepreneurs to Watch in 2008

Business Week has polled experts on the trends in small business for entrepreneurs to watch in the new year. Exporting to Europe and Canada will make the most of the declining value of the dollar, development of emissions technology and services will be in demand and smart phones will gain wider use. BusinessWeek (12/14)
Venture Capital Predictions for 2008
Where is the venture capital industry headed in 2008? The National Venture Capital Association (NVCA) recently asked its members to muse on this question and offer their own predictions for 2008. In general, venture capitalists (VCs) still remain fairly bullish on their prospects next year. In particular, the cleantech sector will remain very hot. VCs also expect the initial-public-offering (IPO) market to remain steady, but they also predict a shake-out among VC firms. As a result, fewer, but stronger, firms will remain in the market. While VCs feel pretty good about their industry, they’re less rosy when asked to comment on overall economic trends. Sixty percent of surveyed VCs expect US economic performance to decline in 2008.  Learn more about the National Venture Capital Association’s “NVCA 2008 Predictions Survey.”
Tips for Letting Children Take Over
Tim Berry, founder of Palo Alto Software, has given up management of his company to his daughter without really retiring. Berry offers tips from his experience on bringing about family succession in a business. Small Business Trends (1/2)
December-January Small Business Advocate

The U.S. Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy’s “Small Business Advocate”, Volume 27, number 1 can be accessed at  http://www.sba.gov/advo/jan08.pdf.  The Small Business Advocate is a periodic newsletter that details economic developments and regulatory trends related to small business as well as the latest initiatives of the Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy. IN THIS ISSUE:

Small Business Continues To Drive U.S. Economy, 1

Message from the Chief Counsel - House Bill Helps Small Business By Improving the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 3

Regulatory News - SEC Chairman Proposes Sarbanes-Oxley Act Relief, 2

Advocacy Submits Report on Barrier Removal Costs, 5

Research Notes - Education, Military Service, and Wealth Predict Self-Employment, 6

Advocacy Roundtable Examines New Veteran Business Data, 4

Regional Roundup - Regional Advocates Available As Speakers, 2

News Items - Tax Talk Today Gives Small Businesses a Head Start on Tax Season,  7

New Special Assistant Comes Aboard,  6
Website of the Week - Strategies: New Year Resolutions for Small Businesses
Ms. Rhonda Abrams is President of The Planning Shop, a publisher of books for entrepreneurs.   She is also a small business writer for the USA Today Newspaper.    In a recent article, Rhonda looks forward to 2008 and has some very sound recommendations for small businesses to help them be successful in the coming year.    Although she acknowledges an unsettled time for the American economy, there will also be opportunities.    Following is a link to her article called: "Strategies: New Year Resolutions for Small Businesses"   http://www.usatoday.com/money/smallbusiness/columnist/abrams/2007-12-27-new-year-resolutions_N.htm
Resource of the Week - Ideablob

Have you, or a client, ever had a “crazy” business idea but weren’t sure how to get someone to fund it?  If so, you might check out Ideablob, a new site where you can share a business idea and maybe get $10,000 for it in the process.  The site solicits ideas regarding any kind of business proposal, and then opens up on-line voting for a month.  The idea with the most votes is awarded $10,000 that can be used to help make a dream into reality.  The site announced its first monthly winner in October with Chicago-based entrepreneur Tom Kriegelstein’s idea to create new orientation software for incoming college freshmen.
Check out this resource called "Ideablob" at www.ideablob.com
Moves and News 

The Illinois PTAC at the Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (IHCC) in Chicago welcomes a new Director to their program today.   Mr. Herman R. Andalcio starts his new duties with program and brings knowledge and experience to this position.    He is certainly familiar with Chicago and some of our IEN partners, having worked on projects that involved the Women's Business Development Center (WBDC), Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce and the Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  Those projects included efforts to ensure fair and equal bidding practices were implemented.   Mr. Andalcio is a member of the U.S. Naval Reserve and a veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom.    We join in welcoming Herman to the Illinois PTAC Program and the IEN.
We also want to extend welcome greetings to three new Illinois SBDCs which are the Illinois SBDC at Duman Microenterprise Center in downtown Chicago, the Illinois SBDC at Chicago Community Ventures and the Illinois SBDC at William Rainey Harper College in Palatine.

The Illinois SBDC at Duman Microenterprise Center will be led by Ms. Pam Lipton.    We welcome Pam and look forward to working with her.    Contact information for the Center is below.

Illinois Small Business Development Center at the Duman Microenterprise Center

216 West Jackson Boulevard, Suite 700

Chicago, Illinois 60606-6921

312-673-3429 - voice

312-553-5544 - fax

Pam Lipton - SBDC Manager PamLipton@jvschicago.org
Website is currently under development

Generic e-mail- sbdcdumancenter@jvschicago.org
The Illinois SBDC at Chicago Community Ventures is currently looking for a permanent Director and their contact information is below.

Illinois SBDC at Chicago Community Ventures

700 North Sacramento Blvd., Suite 130

Chicago, Illinois 60612

Mr. Bryan Stubbs, Acting Director

Phone: 773-822-0320

Fax: 773-822-0310

The Illinois SBDC at William Rainey Harper College is also currently looking for a permanent Director and their contact information is below.

Illinois SBDC at William Rainey Harper College

1200 West Algonquin Road

Palatine, Illinois 60067-7398

Ms. Maria Coons, Acting Director

Phone: 847-925-6143
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
