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-  USA TODAY START UP SERIES

-  IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - BLOOM'N DEALS
-  GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

-  WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - BUILD A STRONGER AMERICA
-  RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - NEW VEHICLE SALES TAX DEDUCTION 

-  WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT – PTAC OPENING 

-  MOVES AND NEWS – ILLINOIS SBDC STATE STAR KEVIN LUST

SEPTEMBER 2009 SEDAC NEWSLETTER

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that this month's issue  their newsletter is now available and that you can receive your free subscription to the monthly newsletter by going to www.sedac.org. 

ILLINOIS SOLAR TOUR

The 2009 Illinois Solar Tour! On October 3, 2009 is part of a national tour hosted by the American Solar Energy Association and is the largest solar energy event in the world! Home owners and businesses across the state generously welcome visitors to explore how to use renewable energy systems to reduce utility bills while minimizing the environmental impact of their buildings. Learn more at http://illinoissolar.org or Explore the Solar Tour Directory of Buildings for Locations, Maps and Details 

 Download the 2009 Illinois Solar Tour Guide Book. 


NSBA REPORT ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY

The National Small Business Association (NSBA) released a new report on energy efficiency, “On-Bill Financing:  Helping Small Business Reduce Emissions and Energy Use While Improving Profitability.” The report argues that small business could collectively reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 259 million tons each year if they improved their energy efficiency by 25 percent. The NSBA highlights the possibilities that on-bill financing offers to achieve such reduction. 

Currently implemented in several states, on-bill financing is a mechanism that enables collaboration with utility companies to deal with the upfront costs of energy efficiency improvements. This how it works: A local utility company extends a low- or no-interest loan to a financially stable small business to make energy-efficient upgrades. The small-business owner repays the loan by continuing to pay the average monthly bill. Any money paid in excess of the small business’ actual costs will go directly to pay down the loan. 
 
The savings on energy bills for small business could amount to $4,932 or more every year. “According to an April 2009 NSBA survey, the number one reason small-business owners cite for their inability to make their firms more energy efficient is cash-flow,” states the report. NSBA chair Keith Ashmus said that “programs such as on-bill financing can eliminate this very significant barrier.”

The NASB suggests two legislative measures to further develop on-bill financing: make a pool of capital available to utilities that agree to match federal funds with their own loan capital, and create a guarantee of new on-bill loans that meet specific requirements. For further discussion of how the federal government can support this program, access the full report here.
IS CERTIFICATION RIGHT FOR YOU? - FREE WEBINAR ON THURSDAY, 10/15

The Illinois PTAC at the Women's Business Development Center and the SBA invite small business owners and entrepreneurs to attend a free webinar.   This webinar session will provide information to individuals, small business owners and entrepreneurs about certification for women owned businesses.   "Is Certification Right for You?" will be held on Thursday, October 15th.   It will begin at 1:00pm and is scheduled for 90 minutes.

The webinar will use ReadyTalk, SBA's multi-media training tool.   ReadyTalk allows you to attend valuable training from the convenience of your home or office at no cost to you.   It is also very easy to use.

To register, please send an email to: laura.cawley@sba.gov with WEBINAR RESERVATION and the SESSION DATE you wish to attend, in the subject line.   Include your name, phone number, and if applicable, company name.   You will be sent an email two days prior to the event, confirming your registration.   It will also include the toll free conference dial in number and the participant access code for both the phone and web portions of the seminar.   Register today, space is limited !

2009 OSHA BREAKFAST SERIES – OCTOBER 14TH IN ROCKFORD
This ongoing series of OSHA training workshops continues in October in Rockford.  The Wednesday, October 14th program will be  "Developing an Effective Safety and Health Management Program".   This session will be held from 7:30am to Noon.   It will take place at the EIGERlab which is located at 605 Fulton Avenue in Rockford.    Your $35 registration fee includes a hot breakfast, the training program and all materials.    Advance payment is required to reserve your place in the workshop.    For additional information, please contact Laura VanNatta by phone at: 815-965-3522 or by email at: lvannatta@eigerlab.org
USA TODAY START UP SERIES

USA Today turned to Rhonda Abrams and The Planning Shop as the leading experts in small business to develop an extensive six week, step-by-step start-up series and in-depth resource center for aspiring entrepreneurs, small business employees and owners, and the self-employed.  Check out this special USA Today/Rhonda Abrams six week start up series at: http://www.usatoday.com/money/smallbusiness/startup/week1.htm
  

IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - BLOOM'N DEALS
This client of the Illinois SBDC at Lincoln Land Community College, recently opened a consignment shop in Springfield.   We could explain how the SBDC help Becky Emuze, but a better way to share that information, is through her own words.   Below is part of a letter that Becky sent to Kevin Lust and the staff at the Center on September 15th, that we think says it best.

Dear Kevin;

I would like to express my profound gratitude to the entire staff and management of the SBDC.  From Kevin, Linda, Susan all the way to the girls at the reception.

Thank you for all the help you have given me with my new business.  I am grateful for the time you spent reviewing my business objectives and recommending strategies for achieving them.   I especially appreciate the information and advice you have provided and the contacts you have shared with me. 

"LINDA" - (Linda Dillon) Her assistance has been invaluable to me during this process.  A big thank you to Linda for her outstanding support.   Linda has become my right hand business consultant that is available to me free of charge anytime I need one.  Linda has helped me to rethink.........She has taken my 25 years of business experience to a new level.   She is the Angel sent to me in a human body.

Again, thank you so much for your help. I greatly appreciate the assistance you all have provided me. 

Best regards

Becky Emuze

Bloom'N Deals

2301 Stevenson Drive, Springfield, IL. 62703

217-529-3200

Congratulations and best wishes for success to Becky Emuze and to Bloom' N Deals.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS 

DLA 1806 Report and the SBA Economic Impact/Capital Infusion Report - The two most commonly used worksheets in WebCATS are the DLA 1806 Report and the SBA Economic Impact/Capital Infusion Report.  In that regard, we are in the process as the new budgets and scopes are finalized with your Network Coordinator, creating a new custom worksheet report for each center that will allow you to track your actual performance vs. your goals. You can look for the New worksheet to be available for your use over the next few weeks.   

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK – BUILD A STRONGER AMERICA
Recently, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation officially launched "Build a Stronger America," a movement to unite entrepreneurs and help give them a stronger voice in the public discussion about the country's economic future. The Movement went "live" before 1,200 of America's most prolific entrepreneurs at the Inc. 500/5000 conference in Washington, DC. Through the Movement's Web site entrepreneurs and business owners will have, for the first time, a central hub to share their stories, hear about issues affecting them and create a unified voice. 

Visit us at BuildaStrongerAmerica.com to: 

· Receive news and information that is relevant to entrepreneurship and to the Movement 

· Be informed of and provide feedback on policies and programs that affect entrepreneurs 

· Connect with other entrepreneurs and hear their stories

RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - NEW VEHICLE SALES TAX DEDUCTION 
Taxpayers who buy new motor vehicles this year may be entitled to a special tax deduction for the sales or excise taxes on those purchases when they file their 2009 federal tax returns next year. This tax break is part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Taxpayers in states that do not have state sales taxes may be entitled to deduct other fees or taxes imposed by the state or local government.

Here are nine important facts the IRS wants you to know about the deduction:

1. State and local sales and excise taxes paid on up to $49,500 of the purchase price of each qualifying vehicle are deductible.

2. Qualified motor vehicles generally include new cars, light trucks, motor homes and motorcycles.

3. To qualify for the deduction, the new cars, light trucks and motorcycles must weigh 8,500 pounds or less. Motor homes are not subject to the weight limit.

4. Purchases must occur after February 16, 2009, and before January 1, 2010.

5. Taxpayers who purchase new motor vehicles in states that do not have state sales taxes may be entitled to deduct other fees or taxes assessed on the purchase of those vehicles. Fees or taxes that qualify must be based on the vehicles’ sales price or as a per unit fee. These states include Alaska, Delaware, Hawaii, Montana, New Hampshire and Oregon.

6. Taxpayers who purchase qualified motor vehicles may claim the deduction when they file their 2009 tax return in 2010.

7. The deduction may not be taken on 2008 tax returns.

8. This deduction can be taken regardless of whether the buyers itemize their deductions or choose the standard deduction.  Taxpayers who do not itemize will add this additional amount to the standard deduction on their 2009 tax return.

9. The amount of the deduction is phased out for taxpayers whose modified adjusted gross income is between $125,000 and $135,000 for individual filers and between $250,000 and $260,000 for joint filers. 

For more information on this and other key tax provisions of the Recovery Act visit the official IRS Website at IRS.gov.

WHAT'S NEW ON CENTERCONNECT 

The Illinois PTAC at the WBDC has begun a search for a new director for their center.   Attached to this edition of the IEN Weekly Connection and also posted on CenterConnect you will find the job description for this position.  If you know of anyone that may be interested please let them know about the announcement. 
MOVES AND NEWS

Congratulations to Kevin Lust, Director of the Illinois SBDC at Lincoln Land Community in Springfield.   Kevin is the Illinois SBDC State Star for 2009.   The award that was presented to him at the ASBDC Conference in Orlando, Florida on September 17th.   Congratulations to Kevin for his outstanding service to Illinois small businesses and to his contributions to the Illinois SBDC.






 HYPERLINK "http://www.buyillinois.net/buy1/home.aspx" 
      

     



 “Providing Guidance for Business Growth"

===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
