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Don Denny Recognized as State Star at ASBDC Annual Conference
Special recognition and congratulations to Don Denny, Director of the Illinois SBDC at Shawnee Community College in Ullin who was honored as the Illinois SBDC State Star at the ASBDC Annual Conference in Houston on Friday, September 15th.   ! This year’s ASBDC State Stars were recognized at a special ASBDC reception sponsored by Steven S. Little and again at the Closing Banquet during ASBDC Annual Conference in Houston.  ASBDC extends it heartiest congratulations to all of this year’s State Stars.  CONGRATULATIONS, Don ! ! ! ! 
 

 

National Impact Study Results Released 
The results of the 2006 SBDC Economic Impact Study conducted by Dr. James Chrisman was provided to all State Directors and Associate State Directors in attendance at the 2006 ASBDC Annual Membership Meeting in Houston.  This is the first year that the number of responses from clients exceeded 10,000 and the first year that we had responses from all 63 programs.  Also Dr. Chrisman reports that this year’s study shows the second highest economic impact ever measured for America’s Small Business Development Center Network. ASBDC appreciate the effort by Dr. Chrisman and by all state and regional programs to make this year’s Chrisman study as successful as it is. Please make budget plans to participate in next year’s Chrisman Study.  We will be getting the necessary materials to you early in the new calendar year.   To access the new Chrisman Study, click http://www.asbdc-us.org/Chrisman_0922.pdf
 

ASBDC Members Elect New Board and Board Elects New Officers
At the Annual Membership Meeting the Association of Small Business Development Centers (ASBDC) voting members elected four new members of the ASBDC Board of Directors.  Newly elected Board Members are Bill Carter, State Director of the Washington State SBDC; Mike Myhre, State Director of the Minnesota SBDC;  Becky Naugle, State Director of the Kentucky SBDC; and Jon Ryan, State Director of the Iowa SBDC.  These four new members join the five member of the Board who have a year left in their terms:  Jody Keenan, State Director of the Virginia SBDC,  Georgianna Parkin, State Director of the Massachusetts SBDC, Mark Petrilli, State Director of the Illinois SBDC,  Al Salgado,  Director of the South West Texas SBDC, and Hank Turner,  Executive Director of the District of Columbia SBDC.

The first action of the new Board was to elect officers for the coming year.  The New ASBDC Board Chairman is Mark Petrilli, State Director of the Illinois SBDC.  The new Vice Chairperson of the Board is Jody Keenan of Virginia.  The new Board Secretary is Georgianna Parkin of Massachusetts and the new Board Treasurer is Henry Turner of the District of Columbia.  Congratulations to all new Board Members and new Board Officers.

 


SBA Moves to Improve Disaster Response
Pat Rea Named Head of Accelerated Disaster Response Initiative  -  Steven C. Preston, the Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), recently announced the appointment of Chicago Regional Administrator Patrick "Pat" Rea as chief of the Accelerated Disaster Response Initiative, reporting directly to the Administrator.  The initiative was formed recently to identify and help implement process improvements to enable the agency to respond more rapidly in assisting

small businesses and homeowners seeking financial assistance after a disaster. The initial focus will be on accelerating the disbursement process for disaster loans to victims of last year’s devastating hurricanes.

 

"Thousands of dedicated SBA employees and managers continue to work long hours to help the victims of last year’s hurricanes and other disasters," said Administrator Preston. "But their best efforts have sometimes been overwhelmed by the scope of recent catastrophes. This initiative will focus on streamlining our processes to help our people be more responsive." In the year since Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma struck the Gulf Coast and Florida, the SBA received an unprecedented 422,000 disaster loan applications and approved more than 157,400 low-interest loans for more than $10.5 billion.

 

"Pat’s take-charge style and extensive banking experience is exactly what is needed to lead this initiative," said Preston. "Pat will lead a team of process experts, dedicated analysts and leaders in our Office of Disaster Assistance in a coordinated effort to drive our capabilities to the next level."

 

Rea has been the SBA’s Midwest regional administrator for SBA since 2003. Prior to his appointment, he served as executive director of the Illinois Development Finance Authority. Rea also spent over 30 years as a senior banker at Banc One, and he is a retired brigadier general in the United States Army Reserve. Rea received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Illinois at Urbana, and has served more than 32 years as an elected trustee of Tinley Park.

 

 

Aiding Small Business Federal Subcontracting Programs
Small businesses in the United States have received a share of federal procurement dollars not quite commensurate with their relative importance in the U.S. economy, according to a research study released by the U.S. Small Business Administration's Office of Advocacy. The study states that while 99.7 percent of all employer firms are small, they receive about 23 percent of direct federal procurement dollars and almost 40 percent of subcontracting dollars.

 

The Government's Role in Aiding Small Business Federal Subcontracting Programs in the United States was authored by Major Clark III, Chad Moutray, and Radwan Saade from the Office of Advocacy. The study discusses the importance of the small business sector to the overall economy and the policy framework for the federal government's involvement in requiring federal prime contractors to subcontract with small businesses. It examines the policy from 1958 to the present; and discusses steps needed to improve the American small business subcontracting program to accommodate greater participation by these businesses in new and emerging global markets.   

 

To obtain a copy, visit: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs281tot.pdf .  The research summary is located at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs281.pdf .

Should you need further information regarding this report, please feel free to contact Major Clark at: advocacy@sba.gov or (202) 205-6533.

 

 

Entrepreneur.com Article
Entrepreneur.com ran an article this week entitled “10 Ways to Get Your Business Off the Starting Block”  One of the key recommendations was “Contact an expert at your local Small Business Development Center (www.sba.gov/sbdc ) to review your plans with you.” To access the entire Entrepreneur.com article, click  http://www.asbdc-us.org/Ent_0922.pdf
Public-Private Homeland Security Solutions
On October 13 a special workshop, Intelligence Sharing & Analysis: Public-Private Homeland Security Solutions, will be held at Western Illinois University Quad Cities Campus in Moline. This event will discuss the key tools for responding to homeland security challenges and provide homeland security professionals from business, government, associations and educational communities with practical and actionable insight into industry and government collaboration in gathering, analyzing, and sharing data to reduce risks globally, allowing for improved public-private capabilities in the intelligence informatics realm. 

9 AM to 4:30 PM

Friday, October 13

Western Illinois University–Quad Cities

3561 60th Street, Room 102 (A, B & C)

Moline, IL 61265

Presented by the Homeland Security Research Program at Western Illinois University in partnership with DCEO HSMD, HSIEC and HSPTAC as part of the Illinois Homeland Security Network.

If you are interested in attending, please complete the attached registration form and send to: 

Illinois Homeland Security Network, c/o Prof. Dean Alexander, LEJA, Western Illinois University, Stipes Hall, 403H, Macomb, Illinois 61455

Please contact Dean Alexander @ 309-298-2120 or  dc-alexander@wiu.edu    for more information about the event.  
The Homeland Security Market Development Bureau, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, www.hsmd.illinois.gov
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
