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-  Website of the Week - http://www.sba.gov/services/training/index.html
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-  Moves and News 
Illinois Recycling Grants Program

The Illinois Recycling Grants Program has formally opened its FY08 grant cycle.  Two types of recycling projects will be considered, traditional and electronic.  Grant applications are due no later than 5 pm, December 19, 2007.  Workshops to discuss the Request-for-Application documents will be held in the below listed locations.  Details about these workshops can be found in the attached grant announcement document.  
 

October 10 - DeKalb, IL

October 12 - Springfield, IL

October 17 - Murphysboro, IL

 

PDF copies of the RFA's are now posted on our website (" www.illinoisrecycles.com ").  We will have hard copies of the RFAs, but they have not yet been printed.  If anyone has questions about these grant opportunities, please direct those inquires to IRGP staff (Smith - Northern IL; Embrey - Central IL; Druhot - Southern, IL).

TiECon Midwest
TiECon Midwest is the premier event organized by TiE-Midwest held every two years. Join us in Chicago this October 5th for TiECon '07 Mentorship: Boosting Tomorrow’s Business Leaders, a half-day event for leading Midwest entrepreneurs to share thoughts and ideas on business and innovation. Over 400 attendees will hear a keynote address by local, successful, serial entrepreneurs Glen Tullman and Howard Tullman. Following the keynote, distinguished panelists will present topics aimed to increase Entrepreneurial IQ through a series of sessions. Panels topics are: Right Dollars at the Right Time, Business Model Refinement, Attracting and Retaining Talent and Executive Coach for the Entrepreneur. The event will conclude with a cocktail reception designed to foster networking.
TiE stands for Talent, Ideas and Enterprise and is a not-for-profit global network of entrepreneurs and professionals. Founded in Silicon Valley in 1992, TiE is an open and inclusive organization that has rapidly grown to more than forty chapters in nine countries. TIE Global is the world leader in cultivating and nurturing entrepreneurship. (See attached flyer for more information)

Are Male and Female Entrepreneurs Really That Different?

The Advocacy funded paper "Are Male and Female Entrepreneurs Really That Different?," by Erin Kepler and Scott Shane finds that gender does not affect new venture performance when other factors are controlled for. However, several factors--differing expectations, reasons for starting a business, motivations, opportunities sought and types of businesses—vary between the genders, and these result in differing outcomes.  Such observations should be taken into account when comparing the outcomes of ventures across genders. The data used for the study was from the Panel Study of Entrepreneurial Dynamics (PSED) focusing on businesses started in 1998 and 1999.

A full copy of this report is available at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs309tot.pdf, and the research summary can be found at: http://www.sba.gov/advo/research/rs309.pdf. Should you need further information, please feel free to contact Brian Headd at (202)205-6533 or advocacy@sba.gov.
Research & Policy Network Grows

In a little more than a year, the Entrepreneurship Research & Policy Network has grown to more than 3300 papers that have been downloaded approximately 413,000 times. Sponsored by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, the site is a part of the larger Social Science Research Network which is devoted to the rapid worldwide dissemination of research on twelve topics, including economics and entrepreneurship. ERPN provides licenses to nearly 750 schools, university departments, firms and other organizations. Learn more about Entrepreneurship Research and Policy Network.    

DLA Helps Small Businesses

To help small business participate in the Defense Logistics Agency industrial base, DLA has converted its small business course, Doing Business with the Defense Logistics Agency :An Overview for New Vendors,” to a Web-based interactive training course.  The course gives an overview about how to do business with DLA and helps small businesses compete more effectively in DLA procurement opportunities.  In addition to making the course more accessible for small businesses, it allows small business owners to go through training sessions at their own pace and on their own schedule.  They also do not have to leave their business unattended to take part.

The course can be found at www.dla.mil under “Read Our Publications.” Small businesses interested in obtaining a hard copy of the course material can find it on the DLA Small Business Programs website at www.dla.mil/db. DLA provides supply support and technical and logistics services to the U.S. military services and federal civilian agencies.  Headquartered at Fort Belvoir, VA., the agency is the one source for nearly every consumable item, whether for combat readiness, emergency preparedness or day-to-day operations.

 

Website of the Week - http://www.sba.gov/services/training/index.html 
The Small Business Training Network (SBTN) is a virtual campus providing quality and targeted online training to meet the information needs of prospective and existing small business owners.  It is an E-Government initiative, powering a comprehensive menu of business courses, designed to serve more customers, more efficiently. The Training Network operates like an electronic umbrella under which many SBA and agency resource training programs are captured, aggregated, sorted by content and made available in multiple formats. The SBTN can be another referral source for your early stage clients that are looking for some additional no cost or low cost training opportunities

 

Resource of the Week - Franchise Navigator 
Franchise Navigator  will be offering free webinars to let SBDC and other small businesses counselors know about a resource to assist you in helping clients find the right franchise to fit their needs.   These 45 minutes programs will introduce you to this tool and let you try it for yourself.   There are three dates to choose from and they are: Wednesday, September 26th at 2pm, Friday, September 28th at 10am and Tuesday, October 2nd at 2pm.    Your invitation to participate and registration instructions will be sent to you later today in a separate email.  Mr. Craig Slavin from Franchise Architects in Bannockburn, Illinois will be leading the webinars.  

 

Moves and News 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Lee Ann Schultz, who is a Business Specialist with the Illinois SBDC at Kaskaskia College in Centralia.   She comes to the Center with experience in small business where she completed bookkeeping, payroll and accounting functions for her family owned trucking company.    Lee Ann is also a Certified QuickBooks Pro Advisor.    We look forward to working with Lee Ann as she joins the Illinois SBDC in helping small businesses in Southern Illinois.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
