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SEDAC MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

The Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) is pleased to announce that your free subscription to SEDAC's monthly newsletter is now available for download at www.sedac.org
SBA DISASTER RECOVERY PLAN

The SBA Disaster Recovery Plan, successfully submitted to Congress more than a year ago, demonstrates the innumerable hours spent by SBA in preparing for major disasters.   The Disaster Recovery Plan is available at http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/sba_homepage/serv_da_disastr_revcovery_plan.pdf    
SBDC COUNSELORS - UNSUNG SMALL BUSINESS HEROES

Gaebler Ventures is a business incubator and holding company that develops and nurtures companies that are shaping the future. With an emphasis on seed-stage and early-stage investments, the Chicago-based partnership has invested in companies since 1999 and has established numerous innovative and market-leading enterprises.    Mr. Ken Gaebler was a participant at the recent ASBDC Conference held in Chicago.   He was obviously impressed with what he learned about the ASBDC and with the people he met.   We thought you would appreciate reading an article he wrote after the conference, about the work being done every day by SBDC counselors throughout the country.    To read his article, please click on:   SBDC Counselors: Unsung Small Business Heroes
IEN PROGRAM SUCCESS OF THE WEEK - ILLINOIS PTAC
About every other year, the Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) comes to Illinois to do a full program review on the Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) Program.   While no one enjoys these types of exercises, they are a reality for us all.   Last week, Dick Alton received the results of the most recent DCMA review.    What we learned is what we already knew.   The Illinois PTAC Program has been doing an outstanding job of serving Illinois small businesses and this review now documents that success.   On a scale of 5 possible ratings, the Illinois PTAC received the 2nd highest rating which is defined as "Highly Successful".    For all of the great work done by all of the Illinois PTACs, we congratulate you on this achievement.

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF WEBCATS - HOW TO SEARCH FOR COMPANIES
This week's tip explains how you can search for companies by product and service description.    Here are the simple steps to follow.
1. Select View | Clients/Pre-Clients and click on the Client Subset button.

2. Assuming that you only want to search for active clients, place a check mark in the Client/Pre-Client Type field.

3. Next, find the Product or Service Description field and place a check mark in this field as well.

4. Click Specify Criteria to open the subset criteria screen.

5. Choose the type of client that you want to search for (presumably active clients only) and enter in the keyword that best describes the type of company you want to find.

6. Note: Put a wildcard (*) before and after your keywords.  If you have multiple distinct keywords that you want to search for, then separate them with a comma and put wildcards around each one.  For example, if you wanted to search for all companies that have either the keyword "construction" or "bridge" in their product and services description you would type *construction*, *bridge*.

7. Click Finish and you will be presented with the results of your search.  (This will return any client that has the term construction or bridge in their product or service description).

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK - WWW.WEBSONLINE.COM
Winmark Business Solutions (WBS) was a first-time exhibitor at the 2008 ASBDC Conference in Chicago.   They are offering  free resources to help you assist your small business clients. 

 
Popular features of WBS include: 
· Over 6,000 pages of free information, articles and tools in their online resource guide 
· Ability to connect with other small business owners in the WBS PeerSphere community 
· New website design features enhanced search functionality for answers and solutions quick and easy 
· Financing options for small businesses  
· You can post questions and comments about your business 
· Free access to discounted products and services 
To learn more about how Winmark Business Solutions can help you and your clients save time and money, please visit them at: www.wbsonline.com
RESOURCE OF THE WEEK - WEBFLIS   
The Federal Logistics Information System (FLIS) via the World Wide Web (WEBFLIS), provides read only access to cataloging and supplier information on 14 million active and inactive supply items used by the U.S. Government and NATO allies.  WEBFLIS is updated 4-6 times daily and provides both current and future effective dated information.  WEBFLIS also provides representative photographs of items.  The three versions of WEBFLIS are Public Query, Restricted Query and the Enterprise Business System (EBS).    To learn more about this resource, please visit their website which is:  http://www.dlis.dla.mil/WebFlis/default.asp
MOVES AND NEWS
Dates for the Annual Strategic Planning Meeting of the IEN have now been set.    Based on results of last year's planning meeting participants survey, we will again hold this session in Springfield.    It will be held on the afternoon of Thursday, December 11th and on the morning of Friday, December 12th.    Arrangements are still being finalized for a block of rooms to be set aside at the Hilton Hotel in downtown Springfield, which will also be the site of the meeting.    Additional details and an agenda for the planning meeting will be announced soon.   We hope that all interested Centers will plan on participating. 

Congratulations to one of the newest Directors in the Illinois SBDC, Mr. T.J. Weber, with the Illinois SBDC at Evanston Technology Innovation Center.  On Wednesday 9/17, T.J.s wife Suzan gave birth to Katherine Keli Liu Weber.   All are doing well.   Congratulations to the Weber Family from the IEN.
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“Providing Guidance for Business Growth"
===============================================================
The IEN WEEKLY CONNECTION is distributed by the Illinois SBDC each Monday to the members of
the DCEO Illinois Entrepreneurship Network to provide these service delivery partners with
regular updates on small business issues, opportunities and resources.  Please forward this update
to any other interested resource providers and key stakeholders.  www.ilsbdc.biz 
===============================================================  
